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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

July 31, 2018

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Daron Friedman

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT: Daron Friedman - Request to Acquire Property - Washington Street

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council August 2, 2018.
Referred to the Planning, Licenses and Development Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication - Friedman

Council Policy:Relating to the Sale of City Owned Real Property

BACKGROUND:
Mr. Friedman is requesting the ability to acquire the rear portion of property located at 527 and 529 Washington
Street that was acquired by the City through a tax lien.



hfitz-simon
Typewritten Text
In City Council August 2, 2018.Referred to the Planning, Licenses and Development Committee.

hfitz-simon
Typewritten Text
City Clerk







City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

August 17, 2018

TO: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee

FROM: M.K. Kopczynski, Director-Economic Development, Initiatives & Special Projects

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 2.

SUBJECT:79-E Community Revitalization Tax Relief Incentive District Expansion - Economic
Development, Initiatives & Special Projects

RECOMMENDATION:
The Planning, Licenses and Development Committee recommends that City Council authorize City staff to
draft a Resolution to expand the existing NH RSA 79-E district.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proposed 79E Boundary

Proposed 79E Boundary with Zoning Districts Displayed

BACKGROUND:
Staff has had several recent conversations with property owners in the Central Business District where they
have expressed a desire to utilize 79E property tax incentives. The existing 79E district adopted in
December 2017, is limited to the area along the Marlboro Street corridor within the "Business Growth and
Redevelopment" and the "Neighborhood Business" Zoning districts. An expansion of the area covered by 
RSA 79E could provide an economic incentive to renovate some underutilized buildings within the
downtown Main Street corridor and further our economic development and expansion goals.

 
The attached map shows an expansion to support economic development  in the downtown. To be eligible
for 79E, the proposed project must meet public benefit criteria to enhance  downtowns and town centers with
respect to economic activity, cultural and historic character, sense of community, and in town residential uses
that contribute to economic and social vitality. In addition, RSA 79E states that it  is a public benefit to
encourage the rehabilitation of the many underutilized structures in urban and town centers as a means of
encouraging growth of economic, residential, and municipal uses in a more compact pattern, in accordance
with RSA 9-B. The expanded area shown on the map is consistent with a logical definition of downtown
Keene and when combined with the existing 79E district, which currently covers the Marlboro Street
corridor, creates a defined downtown ready for redevelopment. The renovation and restoration of historic
structures is a clear goal of 79E.

 
In addition to the Central Business District; parts of the Central Business Limited District, a small portion of
the Residential Preservation District on both sides of Grove Street is included, which is the only residential
area that logically fits a downtown definition; bridging the existing and proposed 79 E districts. Any



application in this district for 79E benefits must meet goals, and specific criteria, of returning or maintaining
owner-occupied, home ownership and increased energy sustainability in conformance with the City's adopted
greenhouse gas reduction goals. Examples of the types of improvements expected would include building
envelope improvements (windows/doors/infiltration), roofs with insulation, solar energy production,
insulation and upgraded energy efficient heating and cooling systems.
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

August 27, 2018

TO: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee

FROM: Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 3.

SUBJECT:NHMA Legislative Policies - City Manager

RECOMMENDATION:
Move that the Planning, Licenses and Development Committee accept the memorandum from the City Manager
on the 2019-2020 NHMA Legislative Policies as informational.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
NHMA Legisltative Policies

Floor Proposals

Override of SB 446 and SB 365

Draft letter from NH Mayors

BACKGROUND:
 
The NHMA will be voting on its 2019-2020 legislative policies at their Legislative Policy Conference on Friday,
September 14th.  
 
The policy recommendations reflect three focus areas: General Administrative and Governance,  Finance and
Revenue, and Infrastructure, Development and Land Use.  In each category there are three types of policies:
Action Policy Recommendations, which, if adopted, would be drafted by staff for introduction in the 2019-
2020 legislature session, Priority Policy Recommendations, which may be developed into legislation depending
on staff resources and other factors and Standing Policy Recommendations, which give guidance to NHMA
staff if legislation is submitted by others.  
 
These policies resulted from efforts by local officials who served on the legislative policy committees in the
spring of 2018. Each municipality's voting delegate will be asked to vote on the policy recommendations.  Beth
Fox, who is a member of the Board of Directors of NHMA will be the City's voting delegate.
 
In addition, to the final legislative policies there are several floor proposals which were submitted outside of the
legislative committees.  The floor proposals will also be up for adoption at the conference.
 
On a related matter, the General Court is expected to convene on September 13 to consider overriding the
governor's vetoes on several bills.  Two of the bills are important to municipalities.  SB 446, which would
increase the maximum allowable capacity for net-metered renewable energy projects from one megawatt to five
megawatts and SB 365, whch would require electric distribution companies to buy energy from six eligible



biomass facilities and one waste-to-energy facilities, all located in New Hampshire.
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