
City of Keene
New Hampshire

MUNICIPAL SERVICES,
FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMITTEE
AGENDA

Council Chambers B
November 7, 2018

6:00 PM

Janis O. Manwaring
Randy L. Filiault

Stephen L. Hooper
Gary P. Lamoureux

Robert B. Sutherland

1. John Croteau, Jr. - Syd's Carpet & Snooze Road - Request for Loading Zone - 41 James
Street

a
2. Todd Tousley - Request for the Installation of a Sidewalk - Chapman Road

a
3. Nancy Gillard & Suzanne Butcher - New Energy Goals for the Community

a
4. West Street Dam - Public Works Department

a

MORE TIME ITEMS:

A. Future Consideration of 12 Gilbo Avenue - Parks, Recreation and Facilities Department

B. Ashuelot Court Homeowners – Request to Partner in the Installation of Water and Sewer
Lines on Ashuelot Court, a Designated Private Road

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non Public Session
Adjournment



Transmittal Form

October 26, 2018

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: John Croteau, Jr.

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT: John Croteau, Jr. - Syd's Carpet & Snooze Road - Request for Loading Zone - 41 James Street

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council November 1, 2018.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication - Croteau

BACKGROUND:
Syd's Carpet & Snooze Room is requesting a loading dock in front of their business at 41 James Street.  The
loading dock would be used to facilitate deliveries to their  business and would be safer for their customers
when picking up merchandise. 
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Transmittal Form

October 26, 2018

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Todd Tousley

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 2.

SUBJECT: Todd Tousley - Request for the Installation of a Sidewalk - Chapman Road

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council November 1, 2018.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication - Tousley

BACKGROUND:
Mr. Tousley is requesting the installation of a sidewalk along Chapman Road behind Robin Hood Park.  He
notes that this is a popular walking route for pedestrians and is quite narrow near the Water Treatment Facility. 
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Transmittal Form

October 26, 2018

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Nancy Gillard and Suzanne Butcher

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 3.

SUBJECT: Nancy Gillard & Suzanne Butcher - New Energy Goals for the Community

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council November 1, 2018.
Referred to the Energy and Climate Committee and the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure
Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication - Gillard_Butcher

BACKGROUND:
Nancy Gillard and Suzanne Butcher are submitting a draft resolution for the Council's consideration that would
set new goals that call for all electricity consumed in the City come from renewable energy sources by the year
2030 and that 100% of all thermal energy and energy used for transportation come from renewable energy
sources by the year 2050.
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

November 2, 2018

TO: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee

FROM: Kürt D. Blomquist, PE, Public Works Director/Emergency Management Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth Fox/Human Resources Director/Assistant City Manager

ITEM: 4.

SUBJECT:West Street Dam - Public Works Department

RECOMMENDATION:
 
Move that the Municipal, Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee accept this report as informational.

BACKGROUND:
 
In 2008 the City of Keene received a letter of deficiency from the New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services (NHDES) Dam Bureau on issues associated with the Ashuelot River/West Street
Dam.  The City addressed the immediate concerns and initiated a process to review the necessary
improvements to the Dam.  In 2011, the City completed an evaluation of the Dam identifying potential
improvements including the option to remove it.  Later that year, the City Council requested input from several
City commissions and boards on potential options for the Dam.  In early 2012, a group of citizens formed West
Street Hydro, and approached City Council with a request to review the feasibility of installing a hydropower
facility at the Dam.  In May 2012, the City Council authorized the City Manager and staff to work with West
Street Hydro on their feasibility study. Between 2012 and 2018, West Street Hydro completed numerous
studies on potential impacts of their proposed facility on aquatic life, endangered species, water quality,
wetlands, and other work requested by regulatory agencies.  During this period West Street Hydro provided
periodic updates to the City Council.

On July 19, 2018, the City Council received and accepted a withdrawal letter from West Street Hydro on the
installation of a hydropower facility at the Dam. It was determined that the facility would not be feasible due to
various environmental issues above and below the Dam and to changes in the state’s net metering rules, which
raised questions for West Street Hydro about the ability of the project to have a positive economic return.

Now that the option of a hydropower facility at the Dam through West Street Hydro is no longer viable, staff
will be moving forward with a process to evaluate and determine the future direction for the Dam.  In the
upcoming FY20-25 Capital Improvement Program (CIP), a preliminary project has been placed into FY25 for
the Dam.

The City has been approached by a professor from the Rhode Island School of Design, who has a graduate



level research project that focuses on community decision making process around dams.  The professor is
working on a multi-year National Science Foundation research grant focused on the future of dams.  This grant,
known as the Future of Dams Projects, is a collaboration of researchers and academic institutions across
Maine, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island to examine the economic, technological, ecological, social, and
political trade-offs associated with different kinds of decisions about dams.  The professor has proposed a
process that would involve a public workshop(s) and survey that would look at the Ashuelot River/West Street
Dam and options for its removal or retention. The results of the process would be a gage on the sentiment of
the public.  The professor’s team would also be evaluating the community decision making process for their
research work.  Staff has been meeting with the professor and a tentative timeline has been developed that
would have the public workshop(s) in early April 2019.  Discussions are ongoing on what the final report out
from this effort would look like.
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