
City of Keene
New Hampshire

FINANCE, ORGANIZATION 
AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

AGENDA
Council Chambers B

February 28, 2019
6:30 PM

Mitchell H. Greenwald
Carl B. Jacobs
Terry M. Clark

Thomas F. Powers
Bettina A.Chadbourne

1. Request for Approval to Solicit Donations to be Used as Prizes for City of Keene Fourth
Grade Water Science Fairs - Public Works Department

a
2. Workplace Lactation Support Grant - Human Resources

a
3. Acquisition of Property – 0 Chapman Road Owned by Robert Beauregard Rev. Trust

a
4. Attorney Thomas Burack/560 Main Street, LLC - Expression of Interest in Acquiring City

Property - 560 Main Street

a
5. Zach Luse/Paragon Digital Marketing - Application for Community Revitalization Tax Relief

Incentive (79-E) - Former Grace Methodist Church at 34 Court Street

a
6. Jehovah's Witness Land Lease - Airport Manager

a
7. Relating to Property Tax Exemptions for Solar, Wind & Wood Heating Energy Systems

Resolution R-2019-05
a

8. Mayor Kendall Lane - Public Hearing Date on the Operating Budget

a

MORE TIME ITEMS:

A. Nancy Sheldon/Shalldu, Ltd. - Acquisition of the Rail Spur that Bisects Two Parcels of
Property - Corner of Ralston and Emerald Streets
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 12, 2019

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Eric Swope, Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator

THROUGH:Elizabeth Dragon, City Manager; Kürt Blomquist, Public Works Director/Emergency
Management Director

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT:Request for Approval to Solicit Donations to be Used as Prizes for City of Keene Fourth Grade
Water Science Fairs - Public Works Department

RECOMMENDATION:
Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee recommends that the City Manager be authorized to do all
things necessary to solicit and accept donations to be used as prizes for the Fourth Grade Water Science Fairs
from local and regional businesses.   

BACKGROUND:
Since 1997, staff at the City of Keene’s Wastewater Treatment and Drinking Water Facilities have sponsored,
coordinated, and run water science fairs for fourth grade students within the City of Keene.  Each year a fair is
held at each elementary school that chooses to participate.  The top few projects from each school are eligible
to participate at a City-wide fair, which is a qualifying event for the NH State Water Science Fair.  In 2018, 112
fourth grade students completed water science fair projects in Keene schools. 

The science fairs were initiated in conjunction with the NH Drinking Water Week Coalition and are designed to
encourage student involvement in the sciences and to encourage education about water-related issues.  The fairs
enjoy broad support from teachers, schools and participating students and their families.

Typically, the City has provided a certificate of participation and a tee shirt to all students who present a
project.  It has also provided trophies and prizes to the top finishers at the school and City fairs.  Prize
donations were solicited for the first two years, then a budget was established and the Science Fair project was
funded through a line item in the water fund’s Administration budget. 

As part of an overall attempt to curtail spending, in recent years staff has requested approval from the City
Council to solicit donations for prizes from local and regional businesses and organizations.  Last year fifteen
businesses and organizations donated prizes including gift certificates, pool passes, museum passes, a Silver
Eagle coin, Colonial Theater event passes, MoCo Arts and New Hampshire Dance Institute show passes, and
the Keene Swamp Bats provided passes for the families of all participants plus offered the winner of the City
Fair the chance to throw out the first pitch at “Science Fair Night at the Swamp Bats”.



City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 26, 2019

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Elizabeth A. Fox, ACM/Human Resources Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 2.

SUBJECT:Workplace Lactation Support Grant - Human Resources

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee recommend that the City Manager be authorized to
do all things necessary to accept a worksite lactation mini-grant of up to $5,000 through a partnership between
Keene State College’s Public Health Faculty, NH Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

BACKGROUND:
An effort lead by Keene State College Public Health Faculty, in cooperation in with the DHHS with funding
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, seeks to improve opportunities and policy supporting
mothers in the workplace to continue to breastfeed babies.  As part of the effort, a grant opportunity and
technical assistance to create organizational practices, policies and a supportive space (at City Hall) for working
mothers of infants is available.  An initial grant budget of $3,157.62 has been developed and the City of Keene
is one of 12 sites statewide selected to participate.      



City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 26, 2019

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Rhett Lamb ACM/Community Development Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth E. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 3.

SUBJECT:Acquisition of Property – 0 Chapman Road Owned by Robert Beauregard Rev. Trust

RECOMMENDATION:
The FOP recommends that the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to purchase the 27.5 acre
property at 0 Chapman Road TMP# 241-018-000-000-000 from the Robert Beauregard Rev. Trust for an
amount not to exceed $58,000.00.

BACKGROUND:
Bill Beauregard approached the City in the latter part of 2017 with an offer to sell to the City a parcel of land
owned by his father’s trust.  Mr. Beauregard is Trustee of that Trust.  The parcel is a significant part of the west
slope of Beech Hill, just east of Chapman Road.
 
The property’s location makes it important to the City to preserve the view of the wooded hillsides surrounding
Keene.  The land is adjacent to other City land on Beech Hill and will serve as important open space and offer
the opportunity to improve the view from the Beech Hill “ledges trail”, a public trail and scenic lookout on City
property.
 
The Conservation Commission voted unanimously on August 20, 2018 to recommend that City Council
purchase the property based on its open space, recreation, and wildlife conservation values.
 
On September 20, 2018 City Council voted unanimously to authorize the City Manager to negotiate for the
purchase of the property.  An appraisal of the property was completed in January 2019 by Powers, Smith &
Associates Inc. under a contract with the City, which places the value of the property at $58,000.
 
Funds for the purchase of the property are available in the “Conservation Land Use Tax” account 90203 which
has a current balance of $144,364.



Transmittal Form

February 19, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Attorney Thomas Burack, 560 Main Street, LLC

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 4.

SUBJECT: Attorney Thomas Burack/560 Main Street, LLC - Expression of Interest in Acquiring City
Property - 560 Main Street

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council February 21, 2019.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication_Burack

BACKGROUND:
On behalf of 560 Main Street, LLC Attorney Thomas Burack is expressing his client's interest in acquiring a
parcel of land commonly known as the Keene Old City Landfill at 560 Main Street.
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 18, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Zach Luse, Paragon Digital Marketing

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 5.

SUBJECT: Zach Luse/Paragon Digital Marketing - Application for Community Revitalization Tax Relief
Incentive (79-E) - Former Grace Methodist Church at 34 Court Street

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council February 21, 2019.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication_Luse

Application Form_79-E

BACKGROUND:
Zach Luse, founder of Paragon Digital Marketing is submitting an application for Community Revitalization Tax
Relief Incentive (RSA79-E) and is requesting that the City Council consider the maximum relief of 5 years that
would allow for their successful investment in downtown Keene through the reuse of the former Grace
Methodist Church at 34 Court Street.   
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 14, 2019

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Jack Wozmak, Airport Manager

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 6.

SUBJECT: Jehovah's Witness Land Lease - Airport Manager

RECOMMENDATION:
Authorize the City Manager to all things necessary to execute a land lease with the Jehovah's Witness church
for purposes of vehicle parking.

BACKGROUND:
The Jehovah's Witness' have leased land for overflow parking since at least 1997.  This lease renews this lease
with some changes similar to that of other leases, to wit, it includes a 3% rent increase annually (moving away
from a mere CPI increase) and the lease automatically renews annually (to lower clerical time needed to maintain
the lease).  The lease allows either party to terminate the lease with simple notice.



City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 12, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Dan Langille, City Assessor

THROUGH: Elizabeth A. Dragon

ITEM: 7.

SUBJECT: Relating to Property Tax Exemptions for Solar, Wind & Wood Heating Energy Systems

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council February 21, 2019.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

RECOMMENDATION:
That City Council rescind R-2017-18 and adopt R-2019-05 to remove the cap on the exemption for solar
arrays.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Resolution R-2017-18

Resolution R-2019-05

BACKGROUND:
At their meeting of February 7, 2019, the City Council voted to direct staff to introduce a Resolution to remove
the cap on the exemption for solar arrays and wind energy systems.  



CITY OF KEENE 
R-2017-18 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Th ousa nd and ............. 20.!.7. ............... .. .. ........................... ......... ......................................... . 

A RESOL UTION. ... RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR SOLAR. WIND ···· ····r·owi:'ii.Eri°i.'·wooo'i.iEAT~°d·EN.ERGY .. SY~frEiis········································ .. ·······"· ··· 
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows: 

Whereas, in 1975 the legislature enacted RSA 72:62, an Exemption for Solar Energy 
Systems, and RSA 72:66, an Exemption for Wind Powered Energy Systems, and RSA 
72:70, an Exemption for Wood heating Energy Systems and 

Whereas, the City of Keene is a active participant and leader in the "Cities for Climate 
Protection'' and 

Whereas, the Council of the City of Keene wishes to modify the Exemption for Solar 
Energy, Wind Powered Energy and Wood-heating Energy Systems in recognition of 
energy conservation. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Council of the City of Keene that Resolution R-
2007-11 adopted March 15 , 2007, is rescinded. 

And Be It Further Resolved by the Counci I of the City of Keene that it hereby wishes to 
comply with the modifications as set out in RSA 72:27-a. by responding in the 
affirmative to the following: 

·'Shall the Council of the City of Keene adopt the provisions of RSA 72:62 for a property 
tax exemption on real property equipped with a solar energy system in an amount equal 
to the assessed value of the solar energy systems, up to 30,000 in value." 

"Shall the Council of the City of Keene adopt the provisions of RSA 72:66 for a property 
tax exemption on real property equipped with a wind powered energy system in an 
amount equal to the cost, including installation, of the wind powered energy systems, up 
to I 0,000 in value." 

··Shall the Council of the City of Keene adopt the provisions of RSA 72:70 for a property 
tax exemption on real property equipped with a wood heating energy system in an 
amount equal to the cost, including installation, of the wood heating energy systems, up 
to I 0.000 in value:' 

,, 1 , May 4 , 2 0 1 7 

A true copy; v~'-~~·-·-_../ 
Attest: 

City Clerk 
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

February 25, 2019

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Mayor Kendall W. Lane

ITEM: 8.

SUBJECT:Mayor Kendall Lane - Public Hearing Date on the Operating Budget

RECOMMENDATION:
Discussion purposes only.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proposed Calendar

BACKGROUND:
I am considering a change in the schedule for the operating budget that would accommodate the public hearing
after the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee has made its budget recommendations. Currently, the
Public Hearing is held before the Committee’s recommendations.  My concern with the current practice is that
the public does not have an opportunity to react to any recommendations from the Finance, Organization and
Personnel Committee before the actual budget is adopted.
 
Any changes to this schedule may either require an additional meeting date or the budget adoption date may
need to occur at the 2nd meeting of the City Council in July.
 
Before making any changes, I wanted to seek the input from the City Council as to whether this change would
raise any issues of concern.  I have attached a calendar to reflect the proposed dates.
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