
City of Keene
New Hampshire

MUNICIPAL SERVICES,
FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMITTEE
AGENDA

Council Chambers B
August 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Janis O. Manwaring
Randy L. Filiault

Stephen L. Hooper
Gary P. Lamoureux

Robert B. Sutherland

1. Petition - Request for Lower Speed Limits and Traffic Calming Devices - Skyline Drive and
Morgan Lane

a
2. Informational Report - 4-Way Stop Conditions for Arlington Avenue and Dort Street - Public

Works Department

a
3. Discussion – Request to Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes

a

MORE TIME ITEMS:

A. Ashuelot Court Homeowners – Request to Partner in the Installation of Water and Sewer
Lines on Ashuelot Court, a Designated Private Road

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non Public Session
Adjournment



City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

July 31, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Residents of Skyline Drive and Morgan Lane

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT: Petition - Request for Lower Speed Limits and Traffic Calming Devices - Skyline Drive and
Morgan Lane

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council August 1, 2019.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

RECOMMENDATION:
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication

Petition

BACKGROUND:
A cover letter (along with a petition containing 28 signatures from residents of the Skyline Drive and Morgan
Lane neighborhood) is requesting a speed limit reduction to 25 miles per hour along with traffic calming devices
to improve public safety.
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In City Council August 1, 2019.Referred to the Municipal Services,Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

August 13, 2019

TO: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee

FROM: Kürt D. Blomquist, PE, Public Works Director/Emergency Management Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 2.

SUBJECT: Informational Report - 4-Way Stop Conditions for Arlington Avenue and Dort Street - Public
Works Department

RECOMMENDATION:
 
Accept as informational.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Iselin Request Letter

City Engineer Review

Response Letter

BACKGROUND:
 
A letter was received from Tobias and Brenna Iselin, 46 Arlington Avenue, requesting that the intersection of
Arlington Avenue and Dort Street be turned into a four-way stop condition.  Today Dort Street stops for traffic
traveling on Arlington Avenue.  The concern expressed in the letter were for vehicles traveling on Arlington Street,
pedestrians in the road and that vehicles do not stop when turning from Arlington Avenue onto Dort Street.  The
letter was forwarded to the Public Works Department for review and determination on whether it is appropriate to
change the intersection of Arlington Avenue and Dort Street from a 2-way to a 4-way stop condition.  This
memorandum is to let the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee know that this request was
reviewed.

The State of New Hampshire and the City of Keene have adopted the use of the Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) for the review and placement of signs and for controls at intersections.  When a
neighborhood concern is received, it is forwarded to the Public Works Department for review.  The review of
the area of concern is accomplished and includes a physical review, obtaining accident data from the Keene
Police Department, and the deployment of traffic-collecting equipment that measures both speed and the
number of vehicles.
 
The traffic collecting equipment was deployed the weeks of May 6, 2019 and June 5, 2019.  The Department
also requested five (5) years, 2013 – 2018, of accident data from the Keene Police Department.

The MUTCD recommends that Yield or Stop signs not be used for speed control.  The MUTCD has a



number of criteria for determining whether a 4-way stop condition is warranted for a particular location.  These
criteria include; vehicle accident history, volume of vehicles on the streets, vehicle speeds and other items such
as the need to control left turns.  In reviewing the information on Arlington Avenue and Dort Street, there were
no reported accidents during the five-year period examined, 2013-2018.  The maximum 8-hour volume was 738
vehicles or highest average volume of 92 vehicles/hour well below the required 300 vehicle/hour criteria for a 4-
way stop condition.  The 85th % speed, the speed at which 85% of the vehicles are traveling at or below, was
24 MPH for eastbound vehicles and 19.8 MPH for west bound vehicles on Arlington Avenue, which is below
the City posted speed limit of 30 MPH.  Based on the information gathered the intersection of Arlington Avenue
and Dort Street does not meet the warrants for a 4-way stop condition.

This information was transmitted to Iselins.  If the Iselins have any questions about the review they were
encouraged to contact the Department.  If ultimately they do not agree with the Departments determination, they
can appeal to the City Manager.  If they do not agree with the City Manager determination, they can appeal to
the City Council.
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