
City of Keene
New Hampshire

MUNICIPAL SERVICES,
FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMITTEE
AGENDA

Council Chambers B
September 25, 2019

6:00 PM

Janis O. Manwaring
Randy L. Filiault

Stephen L. Hooper
Gary P. Lamoureux

Robert B. Sutherland

1. Councilors Bosley and Richards - Comprehensive Review of Neighborhood Speed Limits

a
2. Periodic Report - Boards and Commissions - Partner City Committee

a
3. Installation of Traffic Control Device - Arlington Avenue and Dort Street in Response to

Iselin Communication Requesting a 4-Way Stop at Arlington Avenue and Dort Street - Public
Works Department

a
4. Engine Brake Signage in Response to Griffin Communication to Prohibit the Use of Engine

Brakes - Public Works Department

a
5. Dedication of Path System Cheshire Rail Trail Section (Thom Little)

a
6. Speed Limit Change - Skyline Drive Neighborhood

Ordinance O-2019-16
a

MORE TIME ITEMS:

A. Ashuelot Court Homeowners – Request to Partner in the Installation of Water and Sewer
Lines on Ashuelot Court, a Designated Private Road
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

September 11, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Councilor Bosley and Councilor Richards

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT: Councilors Bosley and Richards - Comprehensive Review of Neighborhood Speed Limits

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council September 19, 2019.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication_Bosley_Richards

BACKGROUND:
Councilors Bosley and Richards are suggesting a review of all speed limits in the City’s residential
neighborhoods, particularly in high and medium density zones. 
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City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

September 19, 2019

TO: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee

FROM: Kürt D. Blomquist, P.E., Public Works Director/Emergency Management Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 3.

SUBJECT: Installation of Traffic Control Device - Arlington Avenue and Dort Street in Response to Iselin
Communication Requesting a 4-Way Stop at Arlington Avenue and Dort Street - Public Works
Department

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Committee determine that the Arlington Avenue and Dort Street intersection does not meet the
MUTCD criteria for a four way stop condition and that the Committee recommend the request from the Iselins
for a 4-way stop sign be denied. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
MUTCD Requirements

City Engineer Review

Communication_Iselin

BACKGROUND:
 

At the Municipal, Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee meeting of August 28, 2019, it was requested
that the request made to install a four (4) way stop condition at the intersection of Dort Street and Arlington Avenue
be brought back to the committee for review.
 
New Hampshire State Statutes govern the installation of traffic control devices and signals on highways and
streets within the State.  Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) Chapter 47, Powers of City Councils, section
47:17 - Bylaws and Ordinances, subsection VIII states the following:

 
VIII. Traffic Devices and Signals.

(a) To make special regulations as to the use of vehicles upon particular highways, except as to speed,
and to exclude such vehicles altogether from certain ways; to regulate the use of class IV highways within
the compact limits and class V highways by establishing stop intersections, by erecting stop signs, yield
right of way signs, traffic signals and all other traffic control devices on those highways over which the
city council has jurisdiction.  The erection, removal and maintenance of all such devices shall conform to
applicable state statutes and the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.”

 



State law requires that the installation of traffic control devices comply with the latest edition of the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices or MUTCD is a document published by the Federal Highway
Administration.  This manual establishes the criteria and standards for use of various traffic control devices
along with standards for signage within the public way.  The purpose is to provide for safe use by all users of
streets and highways by using uniform and consistent regulations throughout the country.

In reviewing the Dort Street and Arlington Avenue intersection to determine if a four (4) way stop was required,
the City Engineer performed a review in accordance with the criteria outline in the MUTCD.  Attached is a
copy of the MUTCD section on the use of Stop signs and the City Engineer's analysis recommending that the
intersection does not meet the criteria/warrants for a four (4) way stop condition.





















City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

September 19, 2019

TO: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee

FROM: Kürt D. Blomquist, P.E., Public Works Director/Emergency Management Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 4.

SUBJECT:Engine Brake Signage in Response to Griffin Communication to Prohibit the Use of Engine
Brakes - Public Works Department

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Committee recommend that the request from James Griffin to prohibit the use of engine brakes be
denied, and that staff be requested to install signage that would encourage trucks not to use engine/exhaust
brakes within the City at locations of major entry points from the State highway system where truck traffic is
most likely occurring.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Locations

Communication_Griffin

BACKGROUND:
At the Municipal, Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee meeting of August 28, 2019, it was
requested that staff bring back potential locations for informational signs that would request truck operators to
minimize the use engine/exhaust brake systems within the City.

In reviewing the potential major entry points, staff has identified six (6) possible locations.  The locations that
were chosen are major entry points from the State highway system where truck traffic is most likely to be
occurring.  The locations include:

• West Street east of the Rte. 12 northbound off ramp,
• Winchester Street north of the Rte. 101 roundabout,
• Washington Street at Concord Road
• Maple Avenue east of the Rte. 12 northbound off ramp,
• Main Street north of the Rte. 101 intersection, and
• Optical Avenue north of the Rte. 101 intersection.
 

There is no Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices standard for the proposed sign.  This subject may fit
into the General Information Sign signs.  The sign will be 24” by 24” in size with white lettering with green
background.  Possible language.

“Trucks please do not use engine/exhaust brakes within the City”





 
West Street near Rt10/12 north off bound ramp 

 
Winchester Street north of Rt 101 roundabout 



 
Washington Street at Concord Road 

 
Maple Avenue at Rout 12 northbound off ramp 

  



 
Main Street north of Rt 101/12 intersection 

 
Optical Avenue north of Rt 101 intersection 





City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

August 23, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Bicycle/ Pedestrian Path Advisory Committee

THROUGH: Will Schoefmann, GIS Technician

ITEM: 5.

SUBJECT: Dedication of Path System Cheshire Rail Trail Section (Thom Little)

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council September 19, 2019.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council consider dedicating the Cheshire Rail Trail section from Emerald Street to Island Street
as “Little Way”.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
City Code_Naming of Public Facilities

BACKGROUND:
At its regular August meeting the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee discussed the dedication of the
previously mentioned section of trail to the recently deceased Thom Little. The following is an except from that
meeting including the motion:
 
"Mr. Bryenton made the motion to recommend to city council that the trail as previously described be dedicate
as “Little Way” and establish signage similar to “Apple Way.” Mr. Brehme seconded the motion and passed
unanimously."
 
Thom Little served as a member and alternate of the BPPAC on and off for over two decades. He worked as a
member of Pathways for Keene's (PFK) board to help fund raise with that organization for the many projects
that PFK has contributed toward for the City's trail construction efforts over the years. Notably his tireless
efforts towards the "Four on the Fourth" road race, PFK's largest fundraiser and dedication to the City's Paths
and Rail Trails were a passion which he committed himself to for the greater good of the City of Keene.  



Sec. 82-96. - Process.  

In naming a public facility after an individual, the name of the individual and designated facility must 
be submitted by a citizen, local organization or city department to the municipal services, facilities and 
infrastructure committee of the city council. Any favorable decision by the municipal services, facilities and 
infrastructure committee will be sent to the city council for approval. Names approved by the city council 
will be memorialized by a resolution, which shall be presented to the individual or family members.  

(Code 1970, § 2901.1) 

Sec. 82-97. - Criteria.  

(a)  In naming a public facility after an individual, qualifying facilities must be under the ownership of and 
funded through the city.  

(b)  The criteria for naming a facility after an individual will require that at least one of the following 
requirements is fulfilled:  

(1)  A well-known community leader, either elected, appointed or volunteer.  

(2)  A person who has positively influenced a large populace of the city through a significant 
contribution of money, time, material or land.  

(3)  An individual who has had a major involvement in the acquisition or development of the facility.  

(4)  An individual whose civic leadership or volunteerism clearly has contributed to the betterment 
of the city.  

(5)  An individual who is deceased and whose personal attributes symbolized the principles and 
standards of a community organization.  

(Code 1970, § 2901.1)  



City of Keene, N.H.
Transmittal Form

September 9, 2019

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Steven Russo, Police Chief

THROUGH: Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 6.

SUBJECT: Speed Limit Change - Skyline Drive Neighborhood

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council September 19, 2019.
Referred to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Keene City Council send O-2019-16 to the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure
Committee for consideration and recommendation.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Ordinance O-2019-16

BACKGROUND:
On August 28, 2019 the MFSI committee heard a request from residents to reduce the speed limit from
30MPH to 25MPH on Skyline Drive and Morgan Lane.  The Committee recommended to the full Council that
this be done and to also include Stonehouse Lane and Summit Ridge Drive.  On September 5, 2019 the full
Council voted 12-2 to implement this.  This Ordinance change is in response to the Council's direction.
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