
City of Keene
New Hampshire

FINANCE, ORGANIZATION 
AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

AGENDA
Council Chambers B

June 25, 2020
6:30 PM

Thomas F. Powers, Chair
Stephen L. Hooper, Vice Chair

Terry M. Clark
Michael J. Remy

Raleigh C. Ormerod

1. Melanson Heath FY19 Audit Presentation - Finance Director

a
2. Acceptance of Donation - Parks, Recreation and Facilities Director

a
3. Acceptance of NH Juvenile Court Diversion Network funding for Youth Services - Youth

Services Manager

a
4. Tracy Keating Gunn/Flight Deck Restaurant - Request for a Waiver of Rent Payments and

Property Taxes for the Months of March Through June

a
5. Petition - Calling for the KPD to be Outfitted with Body Cameras

a
6. Relating to Personnel Systems and Procedures

Ordinance O-2020-07
a

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non Public Session
Adjournment

hfitz-simon
Text Box
Due to the COVID-2019 State of Emergency, the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee will be holding its meeting remotely using the web-based program, Zoom.  Members of the public will be able to access this public meeting through a variety of options, described below. If you encounter any issues accessing this meeting, please call 603-757-0622 during the meeting.   To access the meeting online navigate to Zoom.us and enter the Webinar ID # 84442308036.   To listen via telephone call 877 853 5257 and enter the Meeting ID: 844 4230 8036.  When the meeting is open for public comment, callers may press *9 if interested in commenting or asking questions. 



City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 18, 2020

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Merri Howe, Finance Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 1.

SUBJECT:Melanson Heath FY19 Audit Presentation - Finance Director

RECOMMENDATION:
Informational only.  No action required.

BACKGROUND:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the receipt of the final financial statements for FY 2019 for the City of Keene
were delayed until this past week. 
 
Each year, the auditing firm, currently Melanson Heath, presents to the Finance, Organization, and Personnel
Committee an overview of the audit process, financial statements, and explanation of the opinion issued.  This
presentation provides the committee the opportunity to inquire or pose questions to the auditors pertaining to
the City of Keene financial statements.
.



City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 19, 2020

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Andy Bohannon, Parks, Recreation and Facilities Director

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 2.

SUBJECT:Acceptance of Donation - Parks, Recreation and Facilities Director

RECOMMENDATION:
Move that the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee recommend that the City Manager be authorized
to do all things necessary to accept a donation of $2,500.00 from Community Gardens Connections and that
the money is allocated for the installation of a water line to the community gardens in Monadnock View
Cemetery.

BACKGROUND:
The City of Keene has long served community members with public gardens behind Monadnock View
Cemetery. The gardens have lacked access to water and typically connect several hoses together from the
maintenance operations building back to the gardens. This hose extends well over 200 feet. The hose often
cracks or splits and springs a leak and pressure is reduced.
 
Currently 50% (40 plots) of the public garden space is being used, which is a slight increase over the past years.
Given the current need for food security, a higher need to improve access and awareness to the gardens is
needed. The recent increase is a result of the developing a relationship with Community Garden Connections.
This program is based out of Antioch University and connected with the Recreation Center 8 years ago when
raised garden beds were placed near the playground at Fuller Park for the after school program.
 
Community Garden Connections approached the City about the increased need for water access after a survey
indicated that water access was the number one deficiency with the garden program. Estimates were prepared
for connecting a more permanent solution creating an irrigation line from the maintenance building to the
gardens.



City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 18, 2020

TO: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee

FROM: Demitria Kirby, Youth Services Manager

THROUGH:Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 3.

SUBJECT:Acceptance of NH Juvenile Court Diversion Network funding for Youth Services - Youth
Services Manager

RECOMMENDATION:
Move that the Finance, Organization, and Personnel Committee recommend that the City Manager be
authorized to do all things necessary to accept and administer funds provided by New Hampshire
Juvenile Court Diversion Network for Youth Services programs.

BACKGROUND:
Youth Services has been granted a second funding opportunity from the NH Diversion Network to deliver
services from July 1, 2020 thru June 30, 2021 totaling $6,000 for work related to substance abuse screening for
youth. 
 
The grant reimbursement is based on completing evidence based substance use-screening tool to all youth
coming through the program up to 24 cases.
 
The source of funds is through the Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Prevention,
Intervention, and Treatment contracted with New Hampshire Juvenile Court Diversion Network.  The City
Attorney has reviewed and found this agreement acceptable.



City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 9, 2020

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Tracy Keating Gunn/Flight Deck Restaurant

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 4.

SUBJECT: Tracy Keating Gunn/Flight Deck Restaurant - Request for a Waiver of Rent Payments and
Property Taxes for the Months of March Through June

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council June 18, 2020.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Communication_Keating

BACKGROUND:
Tracy Keating Gunn is requesting a waiver of the rent for the Flight Deck Restaurant for the months of March
through June due to its COVID-19 closure.
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In City Council June 18, 2020.Referred to the Finance, Organizationand Personnel Committee.
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City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 16, 2020

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Keene Direct Action

THROUGH: Patricia A. Little, City Clerk

ITEM: 5.

SUBJECT: Petition - Calling for the KPD to be Outfitted with Body Cameras

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council June 18, 2020.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Petition

BACKGROUND:
A petition containing over 400 signatures are calling for the Keene Police Department to be outfitted with body
cameras and that the City Council consider this before voting on the proposed operating budget.  The
signatures were obtained at a recent protest on Central Square last Saturday.  Other signatures were obtained
online.



6/16/20 

Dear Keene City Council, 

Enclosed is a petition with well over 400 signatures, calling for the Keene Police Department to 
be outfitted with body cameras as soon as possible.  

We ask that you take this petition into consideration before voting on the City Budget in the next 
few days, as we hope that you will allocate a portion of the very large 2020-2021 Police 
Department budget to acquire body cameras for Keene police officers.  

The petition is in two forms; one is a physical copy, which was passed around at a protest in 
Central Square last Saturday, June 13, and the other is an online petition, created through 
Change.org. While not everyone who signed the petition is a resident of Keene, most people 
who signed who are not residents of Keene expressed that they live in nearby towns, and 
therefore are in the Keene community quite often, and have interactions with Keene Police 
Officers.  

In light of recent events around the country, we hope that you take our concerns about police 
accountability into serious consideration before approving the budget for the next fiscal year.  

Respectfully, 

Laura Dunfey-Ehrenberg 
Lynne Carrion 
Josie Fernandez-Andersen 
Keene Direct Action 
keenedirectaction@gmail.com 
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In City Council June 18, 2020.Referred to the Finance, Organizationand Personnel Committee.
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6/13/2020 Petition for Social Justice in Keene, NH - Google Docs 

PETITION - KEENE. NH - BODY CAMERAS FOR KEENE POLICE OFFICERS - JUNE 2020 

We ask that you, our elected city officials, ensure that on-duty Keene Police Officers are outfitted with body 

cameras as soon as possible. We ask that you take action to make sure our community is safe for each and 

every one of your constitl!ents, and that our police force is held accountable for their actions through the proper 

use of body cameras. 

FULL NAME PHONE NUMBER 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

I mid t/d/lBK4NOkkDhqtQ6pgWpqVc5aBwS78N2XqjYbypCSIJkfA/edit?ts=5eeJ92f5 
https://docs.goog e.co ocumen 

Are you a 
resident of 
Keene, NH 
orKSC 

_ student? Y/N 

1/14 



City of Keene
Transmittal Form

June 16, 2020

TO: Mayor and Keene City Council

FROM: Elizabeth A. Fox, ACM/Human Resources Director

THROUGH: Elizabeth A. Dragon, City Manager

ITEM: 6.

SUBJECT: Relating to Personnel Systems and Procedures

COUNCIL ACTION:
In City Council June 18, 2020.
Referred to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council refer Ordinance O-2020-07 to the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Ordinance O-2020-07

BACKGROUND:
O-2020-07 includes a number of updates to Chapter 62 to titles of sections and other provisions to provide
clarity, conform with current conditions, requirements, or remove obsolete language. In addition to addressing
the titles of several sections, changes to sections related to holidays (Sec. 62-246, Sec. 62-301, Sec. 62-302 and
62-303) clarifying applicability and process for holiday pay for probationary police officers and firefighters are
advanced. Redundant language in Sec. 62-425 is proposed to be stricken. Medical insurance provisions (Sec.
62-611) for non-bargaining unit employees are update to track with labor agreements and reflect modifications
made over the past few years to City benefit program. Retirement program adjustments are proposed including
to Sec. 62-613 related to New Hampshire Retirement System to align membership with statutory requirements
and city practice and Sec. 62-614, no longer active, is proposed for deletion.
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In City Council June 18, 2020.Referred to the Finance, Organizationand Personnel Committee. 
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