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A CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF EVENTS 

PERTAINING TO THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE 

BUSINESS SECTION OF KEENE, INCLUDING CENTRAL 
SQU ARE AND VICINITY, FROM THE EARLY 

SETTLEMENT OF UPPER ASHUELOT. 

ILLUSTR,c,\TED BY MAPS SHOWING ITS GROWTH 
AT VARIOUS 

PERIODS AND INDICAl'ING BY DOTTED LINES, FOR 
COMPARISON, THE BOUNDARIES OF CENTRAL 

SQUARE AND RADIATING STREETS AS 
OCCUP lED AT 'rIlE PRESEN'r TIME. 

COMPILED FROM THE PROPRIETORS RECORDS, TOWN 
AND CITY RECORDS, THE ANNALS OF KEENE BY 
SALMA HALE, HISTORY OF 'rIlE TOWN OF KEENE 

BY GEN. S. G. GRIFFIN, COUNTY 
AND PROBA'rE RECORDS, ETC. 

BY SAMUEL W ADSWOR'rH, 1928. 

1733.-0n April 20, a committee was appointed by the House 
of Representatives of the Province of Massachusetts, to 
which this part of New Hampshire was supposed to belong, 
and approved by Gov. Belcher and the Council, to layout 
two townships on the Ashuelot river above Northfield. 

1734.-0n Feb. 21, a return was made by the committee of a 
plat of two townships, each of the contents of six miles 
square, on each side of the Ashuelot river. On March 1st 
the committee was requested to layout houselots in said 
towns, and reported on June 17 a plat of fifty-four lots of 
eight acres each, laid out in Upper Ashuelot, in the most 
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convenient place for building. The lots were numbered 
from one to fifty four, and were on each side of a four rod 
road, which is now the east hall of our Main street. On 
June 26 the lots were assigned to the several grantees, the 
most northerly lot on the east side of the road being No.-
27 and laid out to Joseph nm, and lot No. 28 on the west 
side reserved for school purposes. The north line of lot 28 
was where the south foundation of the former passenger 
station of the Cheshire railroad stood. 

1736.-0n October 1, the road between the house lots was wid
ened by the proprietors from tour to eight rods, by taking 
a strip four rods in width from the east cnd of the west 
tier of lots. The owners were reimbursed by having a 
strip of the same width added ~o the west end of their lots. 
To this action we are indebted for our present broad and 
beautiful Main street. 

1737.-A division of one hundred acre lots was made, the first 
selection falling to David Morse, whose tract included a 
large part of the present Central Square and upper Main 
street, as well as the larger part of the compact part of 
the city northerly to Cross street. 

1738.-A road was laid out from the southerly part of the town, 
passing bet\veen the house lots, and continuing northerly 
to the site chosen for a sawmill on Beaver brook. This was 
the first road formally laid out and recorded in ppper 
Ashuelot, and although not recorded by courses, there is 
evidence that it turned to the east at the north end of the 
house lots and followed the higher land between the small 
brook which then ran across Main street north of the pres
ent railroad, and Beaver brook, entering the present line 
of Washington street near Cross street. 
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1740.-About this time, or possibly in 1738 or 1739, a road was 
opened for travel from the north side of the house lots, 
crossing the small brook at the" causeway," thence turn
ing westerly, nearly on the course shown on map No.1, and 
running to Ash Swamp. That road entered the present 
line of West street nearly opposite School street, and from 
that point a road was laid out at the same time, or soon 
after, in a northerly direction, substantially where School 
street is, and continuing up the Ashuelot river. That road 
was for many years the <?nly route from Keene to Surry 
and beyond. A part of the road from the causeway wester
ly was afterwards called Poverty Lane. 

1745.-0n July 10, Deacon Josiah Fisher was killed by an 
Indian on the north side of Poverty Lane, or near the north 
line of the present Lamson street, where the Griffin block 
now stands. 

1747.-0n account of the hostility of the Indians, the town was 
abandoned, the inhabitants returning to Massachusetts. It 
contained thirty one dwelling houses, several barns, a fort, 
a meeting house, saw and grist mill. All were burned by 
the Indians except four houses, one barn and the mills. 
Map No.1 shows the beginning of the development of Oen
tral Square and vicinity during the above period. 

1750-51.-Peace having been restored, the settlers began to re
turn to the township. The exact date of the first arrivals 
is not known, but was during the years 1750 or 1751. 

1753.-The town, heretofore called Upper Ashuelot, was incor
porated under the name of Keene, the charter being grant
ed on the eleventh day of April. 

1754.-Prior to the burning of the town by the Indians, meet
ing houses had been erected in two localities. The first was 
built in 1737, and not completed, on the lot set aside for 
the purpose by the committee of 1734, immediately south 
of house lot No. 54, on the west side of Main street. That 
was on the site now occupied by the late residence of 
Elisha F. Kane, No. 441. The first burial ground, contain-
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ing the remains of some of the earliest settlers, was located 
on the same lot. In 1741 the building was moved to a small 
eminence near the middle of the main street, nearly oppo· 
site the present location of the old Gen. James Wilson 
house, No. 129. The building was shingled, glass set and 
otherwise improved. The roadway in use at that time was 
on the east side of the building. 

When the inhabitants returned and built new houses 
there was a demand for public worship and a temporary 
building of slabs, with an earth fioor, was built on the west 
side of the main street near where the former Appleton 
house, now the Catholic parSOl,lage, No. 173, now stands. In. 
17~4 a ne",' meeting house was built" on the road that goeth 
from the town street to the mills, on the highest ground 
hetwecn the causeway by \Villiam Smeeds and the bridge 
by the clay pits." This location was near where the sol· 
dierl' monument now stands, and the meeting house was 
probably the first building erected between the present 
railroad and the north side of Central Square. Rev. Ezra 
Carpenter was the pastor. 

This road was evidently a new road by a more direct 
route to the sawmill, via the present course of Washington 
street, although not formally laid out until several years 
later. On March 5, appears the first layout of a road to 
Ash SWamp, although that road had been travelled since 
1738 or 1740. '1'he easterly end of that road was called 
"Povcrty lane." The new meeting house being set on the 
"highe:it ground" calls attention to the topography of that 
section at that time. From the small elevation that then 
stood on Main street and to which the first meeting house 
was moved in 1741, there was a downward slope, northerly, 
to the" Causeway," from thence rising in a much steeper 
grade than at present to the location of the new meeting 
house, then sloping downward to the bridge over the brook 
that flowed across the road a little north of the present city 
halL From there the brook flowed in a southerly direction, 
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near the rear of the present business blocks, and again 
crossed the road at the causeway and continued in a south
we:sterly direction to Ashuelot river. The bed of the book at 
the causeway, which was on Main street nearly opposite 
the Sentinel building, was so low that a person of average 
height could stand erect under the bridge. Recent excava
tions have shown that the top of the bridge was several 
feet below the present grade of Main street at that point. 

West of the causeway, along the brook, was a tract of 
low land, later called "Mr. Richardson's meadow," and on 
the east, between the preseiIt Roxbury and Church streets, 
and south of the latter, was a swamp or quagmire, which 
with the causeway overflowed during freshets and necessi
tated the use of boats. On each side of the brook near 
where the city hall now stands were some clay pits, owned 
by the town and annually rented to the highest bidder for 
the purpose of making brick. William Smeed lived on the 
east side of Main street a little south of the present rail
road tracks, where Dr. Twitchell later had his residence. 
The Boston & Maine roundhouse was afterwards built on 
the site and is now used for a garage. 

1761.-The Reverend Clement Sumner was settled by the town 
as minister of the church. 

On Sept. 28, the selectmen laid out a road from the 
"North end of the street by the causeway by the crotch 
of the roads and running northerly to the sawmill, and 
beyond. This is the first recorded layout of the upper end 
of Main street, the east side of Central Square and Wash
ington street. It was laid eight rods wide to the north side 
of David Morse's one hundred acre lot, which was in the 
vicinity of Cross street, and then followed the line of the 
old road, four rods wide to the sawmill, which was located 
on Beaver brook some thirty or forty rods north of the 
present location of Giffin Street. 

1770.-Capt . .J{)siah Richardson moved to Keene from Leomin
ister, Mass. and purchased all the land lying west of the 
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Main street and the road to the sawmill, northerly of house 
lot No. 28, and south of the present line of Mechanic street. 
This included the greater part of Central Square. He erect
ed a building on the north side of "Poverty lane," about 
where St. James Parish house now stands, where he kept 
a store and tavern. 

1771.-Bcnjamin Hall bought of Abner Sanger the land on the 
east side of the roads. Mr. Hall's land extended from near 
the present line of Beaver street, southerly, to near the lo
cation of Water street, he having bought, in 1861, of Wil
liam Smeed, six lots 'on the east side of Main street. His 
son Dr. Zilba Hall subsequently kept a tavern in the Smeed 
house just south of the present railroad. 

1772.-Rev. Clement Sumner was dismissed as pastor of the 
church. During the succeeding seven years no pastor was 
settled in the town. 

1773.-J osiah Richardson applied to the town and was g'iven 
permission to change the course of the easterly end of the 
road to Ash Swamp, or "P~verty lane," as it was then 
called, to run in a straight course from near where School 
street is now to the meeting house. This established the 
first road on the line of our West street. The Rev. Aaron 
Hall, who was settled as pastor of the church a few years 
later, built his house on the north side of this road, where 
the Keene Public Library now stands. Having the meet
ing house and pastor's house on the same road caused it to 
be named Piety lane. It was afterwards named Pleasant 
street. 

Capt. Richardson erected a new dwelling house and tav
ern on that street, the building remaining in the same 
location for about 120 years, and was the same building 
that was removed to permit the erection of the Y. M. C. A. 
building in 1893. About the same time Capt. Richardson 
erected a building for a store at the corner of Main and 
West streets ,which was the first building to occupy the 
site of the present Elliot building, or St. John's block. 
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I775.-About this time the first mention is made of the 
"Green," which was the name given to the open space on 
the "town street" (Main street), south of the meeting 
house. It was used as a parade ground. One or two small 
detached houses are mentioned at this time as standing on 
either side of the" Green," but by whom built or for what 
purpose does not appear. 

I778.-Benjamin Hall sold to Dr. Gideon Tiffany land on the 
east side of the road, east of the meeting house and north 
of the south line of the Cheshire House property. This was 
the land later known as the Edwards farm. Rev. Aaron 
Hall was settled by the town as pastor of the church. 

1780.-Dr. Ziba Hall was succeeded as tavern keeper by Aaron 
and Luther Emes. Their tavern was on the east side of 
Main street just south of the present railroad. 

1784.--A committee was appointed by the town to sell the old 
meeting house and see about building a new one, to be 
located a little north and west of the old one. 

1785.-A road was laid out b,y the Court from the Keene meet
ing house to Surry, and beyond. It was "measured along 
the present road leading to Surry," which was by the way 
of Pleasant (\Vest) and School streets, Court street as now 
havelled not having then been opened. The town pur
chased of Josiah Richardson and Benjamin Hall one acre 
of land" a little north of the Meeting house" upon which 
the "Gaol" was built. This was the lot at the corner of 
Mechanic street. A wooden jail was built which was re
placed in 1833 by one of granite, which stood until the jail 
at the upper end of Washington street was built in 1884. 
After the jail was built the road to the sawmill was called 
Prison street. The former jail, prior to 1785, had been 
located on Main street. 

Lemuel Chandler and William McClellan bought one 
hundred -acres or more of land east of the common and 
upper Main street, later known as the Edwards land. Asa 

Dunbar bought of Aaron Emes the lot on the west side of 
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Main street just south of the former passenger station, 
upon which he erected a tavern, which he kept, and his 
widow Mary Dunbar, until sold to Daniel Watson in 1795. 
The building is the same now standing on the premises and 
occupied by the Crystal Cafe. 

Lemuel Chandler sold to Aaron and Luther Emes five 
acres of land on the east side of the street, where the City 
Hall is now, but extending easterly to the meadow. 
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REFERENCES TO MAP NO.2, 1750 TO 1785 
1. Meetinghouse, erected in 1754, completed in 1761. 
2. Capt. Josiah Richardson's house and tavern, built about 1773. 
3. Richardson's store, 1773, probably moved here from NO.4. 
4. Richardson's first store, built about 1770. 
5. A one story frame building for stores. 
6. Moses Johnson's house and store. 
7. House of W11liam Smeed, 1754, afterwards occupied as a tavern by 

Dr. Ziba Hall, and later by Aaron and Luther Emes. 

1786.-The town purchased of Capt. Josiah Richardson, for 
twenty pounds, about one acre of land north and west of 
the Meeting house, bO\lnded south and east on the roads 
and on the west by Mr. Richardson's garden. The new 
meeting house was built on this land, a little north arid 
west of the old one. It was a building seventy by fifty feet 
in size. with the longest side towards the south. It had a 
belfry and steeple on the west end, a porch on the east end, 
but the main entrance was in the middle of the south side. 
It was "raised" from June 28 to 30. The land which the 
town purchased, together with the roads on the south and 
east, was called the Meeting house Common and comprised 
the larger part of our Central Square. Lemuel Chandler 
built and opened a new tavern, called the Chandler House, 
which was the first building erected on the site of the 
present Cheshire House. Benjamin Hall sold to Thomas 
Wells a small lot of land south of the Chandler House, up
on which Wells built a small store and shop. 

1787.-William Lamson came to Keene and established a tan
nery on land of Josiah Richardson on the west side of Main 
street, although the conveyance of the land was not made 
until 1791. Stephen Chase, a blacksmith, bought of Lemuel 
Chandler and Aaron Emes. two lots on the east side of the 
street, where the High School now stands, and built a 
house and blacksmith shop on the premises. 

1788.-The new meeting house having been completed for use, 
the former building was offered to the county for a Court 
house, provided they would move it to the north-west corn
er of the common and allow the town to use it for town 
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meetings, etc. It was located in what is now the middle of 
the roadway to Court street, nearly opposite the Bullard & 
Shedd drug store, no road to the north having been laid 
out at that time. Benjamin Hall sold to Luther Emes his 
land on the east side of Main street south of the south line 
of the Chandler House land. 

1789.-0n October 10, Josiah Richardson conveyed to 29 
grantees a strip of land 252 feet long and 10 feet wide, sit
uated northerly of the new meeting house, upon which· 
horse sheds had been built. They were built about where 
the front of Balls block arid the First Church building 
now stands, extending west to the line of the court house 
and east nearly to Prison street. The grantees were as 
follows: Isaac Wyman, Jr., Gentleman, Asa Ware, Gent., 
Joseph Wilson, Gentleman, Thomas Baker, Esquire, Simeon 
Clark, Yeoman, Gersham Howe, Blacksmith, John Balch, 
Jr., Yeoman, William Bragg, Blacksmith, Thadeus Met
calf, Yeoman, Ezra Harvey, Yeoman, John Balch, Yeoman, 
Jesse Hall, Husbandman, Abiathor Pond, Yeoman, Luther 
Bragg, Blacksmith, Abijah Metcalf, Husbandman, Royal 
Blake, Husbandman, ReubeI). Daniels, Husbandman, Jesse 
Clark, Miller, Daniel Kingsbury, Gentleman, rfimothy Ellis, 
Gentleman, Davis Howlett, Gentleman, Isaac Griswold, 
Gentleman, Abraham Wheeler, Jr., Gentleman, Abram 
Wheeler, Husbandman, James Wright, Gentleman, Eph
raim Wright, Yeoman, William Wood, Husbandman, David 
Wilson, Gentleman, James Osgood, Yeoman, aU of Keene 
in the County of Cheshire aforesaid. 

1790.-Lemuel Chandler having died, the Chandler House was 
sold to J:oseph and William Rus~ell :who kept it as a tavern 
until 1795. 

1791.-The office of the New Hampshire Recorder, a newspaper 
established in 1787 and having previously occupied a build- : 
ing on the west side of Main street near where Mr. Wallace 
E. Mason now lives, was moved to a building south of the 
Chandler house. Post offices and post routes were estab-
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lished by the state, and Josiah Richardson was appointed 
postmaster for Keene, the office being in his tavern on the 
site of the present Y. M. C. A. building. William Lamson 
purchased of Josiah Richardson a lot four by ten rods in 
size on the west side of Main street, where he had estab
lished, in 1787, his tannery business. 

1792.-The first church bell to be used in Keene was purchased 
by the town and placed in the belfry of the new meeting
house. Daniel Watson bought of Josiah Richardson a lot 
eight by ten rods in size on the west side of Main street, 
which included aU the land between the present Elliot block 
and the former li'ive Cebt Savings Bank building, now 
Whipples. He built a shop for his own use as a sadler at 
the southeast corner, where the Wright block now stands, 
and c.onveyed the remainder to Moses Johnson. A store 
building had been previously built on the premises, which 
was the nrst building to stand on the site of the Buffum 
block, also a dwelling house had been built in the rear. 
Thomas Wells sold to Moses Johnson his land and building 
south of the Chandler House. 

1793.--Josiah Richardson sold to the town of Keene tla piece of 
land sufficient to set a new schoolhouse upon in the Center 
School District, anywhere on the front side of Prison street 
north of the brook. To be set as near where the old school
house stood 8S convenient." This location was where the 
Warren block now stands, and the record shows that a 
schoolhouse had previously occupied nearly the same site. 

1794.-The town purchased a larger bell, weighing one thou
sand pounds, for the meetinghouse, also engaged Luther 
Smith, a clockmaker of Keene, to make a clock for the same 
to cost thirty six pounds, sterling. The clock was made 
and placed in position but there has been some doubt ex
pressed whether it was mounted as a tower clock or for the 
interior. Recently discovered records have proved that it 
was mounted in the tower and had one exterior dial on the 
south side of the belfry. During the latter part of this year 
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streets. .At that time the principal store, and li4Qp8 in 
Keene were on the oast side of Main. Iftreet botwe",. the 
Eagle Hotel and Water street, 4Uld that seetion w~ ~ 
Feder.l &w. Stephen Cha.se liold his lalld a~d buU4inga, 
where the High School lot is now, to James WYJ)l$.\).. 

1795.-Ik ThomlJli Ed_ids purcbased the tavern fOl11lerly 
called the Chandler Hou~ and occupied it for sev~rlj.J years. 
It was called Dr. Edwards' tavern. His wife WQ.8 Matilda, 
sister of Lemuel Chandler. He also purche.aed 'the Peter 
Chandler farm of about one hundred acrei, lying ~.st of 
the common and on both sides of the present Jt~xbury 
street, which wall then only a lane leading to th~ f4l'lIllands 
lying east, and to Dr. Edwards' house which was bllilt soon 
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1796.-A new court house was erected by the county at the 
northwest corner of the common, or near the site of the o'd 
OIIle, the form.e,. meeting house. It was also used by the 
town for its J&eetings, mconsideratioll of allowing the 
county to looate the building on town land. A new 
l'68d t4> Surry and Walpole was laid. out this year from 
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ant (West) and School stlleets. Thill was the flr8t road 
travelled on or near the present line of the lIOuth end of 
Court street. !l'h" "ourt house then stood in a direct line 
with thl!! middle ef Court street, ail it aow runs. The old 
court house, the former meeting house, was sold to Eli
phalet Br.i8gs and Silas .Angier who moved it toUts 'West 
side of Prison (Washington) street where the house of 
Mrs. Pollard now stands. It was fitted as a two tenement 
house and occupied as such for about forty years when it 
came into the possession. of John H. Fuller, a wool mer
chant, who divided it and moved the south half to what 
is now Railroad square for use as his wool house. It still 
stands there and is the southeasterly building occupied by 
J. Cushing & Co., g.in merchants. The north half was 
sold in 1856 to H. T. H. Pierce who resided in it for several 
years when he moved it to the south side of Maple street 
and built the brick house now occ.upied by Mrs. Pollard, 
No. 256 Washington street. The old building still stands 
at No. 26 Maple street and, with the Cushing building, form 
the two halves of the old meeting house that was erected 
on the common upwards of 175 years ago. 

1797.-Moses Johnson bought of Luther Emes all the land on 
the east side of Main street between Dr Edwards' line and 
house lot No. 27, or the lot on which was the tavern former
ly occupied by Dr. Ziba Hall, and later by Aaron and Luther 
Emes. A building stood on the premises that had been oc.
cupied by Johnson as a dwelling and store, 0;0 the site of 
the present Gurnsey block. Dr. Thomas Edwards sold to 
Solomon Woods a small lot of land on the east aide ~ the 
common on which stood a blacksmith shop, where the City 
H~ll now stands. 

1798.~Stlmuel Dinsmoor moved to the house of Moses Johnson 
mentioned above. His law otl'ice was for a 'time in the 
building south of Dr Edwards' tavern, but he later suc
ceeded Judge Daniel Newcomb in his' otTice .hich stood 
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south of Dinsmoors residence, where the present railroad 
tracks are. 

1799.-William Lamson purchased a strip of land on the west 
side of Main street as an addition to his tannery lot. John 
Prentiss established the New Hampshire Sentinel. His 
office was at first in a building on lower Main street, but 
later in the same year he moved to the building south of 
Dr. Edwards' tavern. The Third New Hampshire Turn
pike was chartered, running from Bellows Falls, Vermont, 
to Townsend. Mass. Jts route through Keene was via the 
Walpole road and along the present Court street to the 
common, and thence by Main street and the Marlboro road. 
It was laid out on the w,st side of the court house the same 
as the former road. Dr. Daniel Adams succeeded Asa Bul
lard as postmaster, and moved the office to his residence 
on Main street where Charles C. Beedle now resides, No. 
324. Abel Wilder bought of Josiah Richardson the land 
at the corner of the common and Prison streets. A house 
had recently been built on the premises which faced to the 
east on Prison street, a little north of the common. The 
house was said to have been the best in town at that time. 
It was afterwards turned one quarter round to the north 
line, facing the common, and was the same' building, be
longing to Elbridge Clarke, that was burned in the fire of 
1880. Abel Wilder built soon after a frame house immedi
ately north of the latter, or near the present location of 
house No. 18. That house was burned in 1846. Dr. Thomas 
Edwards conveyed to Amasa Allen a small lot of land on 
the east side of the common, where Allen erected a build
ing for a store, the first building to occupy the site of the 
present <;olony block. It was occupied by Allen &; Bond. 

1800.-William Lamson bought an additional strip of land one 
rod in width on the south side of his tannery lot on the 
west side of Main street. At this time David Forbes had 
a law office on the east side of the common immediately 
north of the store of Allen & Bond, and farther north or 
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about where the city hall now stands was a blacksmith shop 
owned by Joseph Don and occupied by ToWD.I &; Wright. 

1801.-William Lamson bought of Josiah Riehardson land on 
the west side of his tannery property extending to the south 
side of Pleasant street, on which he afterward built his 
dwelling house. Samuel Dinsmoor bought of Moses John
son the house and lot on the east side of Main street where 
he had resided since 1798. 

1802.---J'ohn G. Bond succeeded Dr. Adams as postmaster and 
the office was moved to the store of Allen & Bond on the 
east side of the common. The Branch Turnpike was ehar
tered this year, running from the common in Keene to 
Fitzwilliam. Moses Joltnson sold his property on the west 
side of Main street to Daniel Watson, James Mann and 
John Wood. Watson soon sold his interest to his partnel'l 
and the firm of Mann & Wood was formed, oecupyinl the 
former store of Moses Johnson on the site of the Buffum 
block. 

180a.-The Cheshire Bank, the first bank established in Keene, 
was incorporated this year. The Dr. Maccarty estate on 
the east side of Prison street was sold to David Forbee. 
Josiah Richardson sold to Nathaniel Briggs a lot on the 
west side of Prison street, next north of the schoolhou.ee. 
where he built a house. 

1804.-The Cheshire Bank bought of Josiah Richardson a lot of 
land on the west side of Main street, next north of Daniel 
Watsons, and erected a building for banking purpo... It 
stood on the site now occupied by the railroad tracks. Wil
liam Lamson built his dwelling house which formerly stood' 
on West street where the poatotfice is now located. Rox
bury street waa first laid out this year but discontinued ill 
1805. 

1805.-The Chtlshire Turnpike, running from the aommOD. in 
Keene to Surry, on the east side of Ashuelot river, and 
thence to Drewsville a.nd Charlestown, was chartered thia 
year. The course from the common was the same as the 



Ho. 

r<>lid hUd trbt in 1786. Moses J6hnson aoM-to MI:iim" Wood 
IHs temaihiiig bbl.d bn tl:re eastside Of YAil1 sb-eet, between 
that of Dr~ Edwllt'ds and Samo~l DmlHD.oor, and Mann I:; 
W'o'od sold lite snnth half of the S&1be to John G. Bond. In 
the early pArt 6f this (i9th) century the course of the Town 
brook was probably chan~d to run into Bfm'Ver brook as 
it now does, in~tead of etot:lsin, Main street at the Cause
way and running to Ashuelot river as formerly. The work 
of making it 8 covered drain was probably commene'ed 
about thi8 time, and cohtinued as required. It hAs been 
wholly covered through this section of the town for nearly 
seventy yearS. , 

:REFERENCES TO MAP NO.3, 1785 TO 1805. 

1. M~tlI1ibouse. built in 1786. ' 
2. CoUrt House a.nd Town Ha.ll. Old meetinghouse moved here in 1788. 

IJew~urt Honse erected In 1796. 
Old building moved to Washington street. 

S. Horse sheds, bunt In 1789. 
4. Dwelllng of Abel Wilder, built about 1800. 
Il. H9U8e built by Abel Wilder. . 
6. Schoolhouse in Central dlstrict, bunt in 1793 on or near the site of 

Ii. rormer IiChool building. 
7. BeIlidence of Nathaniel Briggs, 1D. 
8. House and shop of David Forbes. 
•. BliIck$m1th shop. 

10. Law 01J1ce of David Porbes. 
11. Allen & Bond's store, Poatoffice from 1802 to 1808. 
12. Chandler House, built in 1786. Dr. Edwards tavern after 10r95. 
18. BUilding for stanIS and' a1flces. 
1t. Store and shop built by Thomas Wells in 1788. 
15. MOses JohDson's store and dwelllng. Occupied by Samuel Dtnsmoor 

as a residence in 1798 and purehaaed by him in 1801. 
18. Judge Daniel Newcomb's law office. Afterwards occupied by Samuel 

blnSmdor. 
l7. Tavern of Aaron and Luther Brnea. 
18. Tavern, of A8a and Mary Dunbar, 1785. Res1dence of Dan1el Watllon 

after 1785. 
11. Cbeshire BcUlk. bililt in 18Of. . 
20. William LaDUlOn's tannery, establlshed in 1787. 
21. Dan1el Watson's saddler's shop, built 1n 1m. 
D. DwelliDa owned by Mama &: Wood. 
21. Mann & Wood'. store, built by Moaea JolmIIon about 1m. 
:M. Store of JOI!ieph DUrr. 
2I.WUll.am I.amaon~. residence, buUt m llkN. 
28. Capt. Josi&h ~ehardson·. tavern. PI.r8t postot'l1ee In J:teene, eatab

JJahed by the itate in 1'tt'l. 
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1806.-The otficeof the New Hampshire Sentinel was moved to 
the building formerly occupied by Moses Johnson, where 
the south part of the Gurnsey block now stands. Josiah 
Richardson sold to Noah Cooke a lot of land on the west 
side of Main street, south of and adjoining the Lamson tan
nery lot. A wooden building for stores and other pur
poses was erected on the lot but wa.s burned in 1812. Mr. 
Cooke also bought of Mann & Wood a lot on the east side 
of Main street where the upper Lane block now stands. 
Mann & Wood also sold to Lockhart Willard the lot imme
diately south of the latter, including a part of what is now 
Church street. Josiah Richardson sold to John G. Bond all 
the land on the west side of Jd-ain street between the Chesh
ire Bank lot and that purchased by Noah Cooke. The road 
running east from the common was finally laid out this 
year, and after Roxbury was incurporated, in 1812, was 
named Roxbury street. Nathaniel Briggs sold the house 
that he had recently built on the weHt side of Prison street 
to Thomas :Shapley. 

1807.-Lockhart Willard sold the lot on the east side of Main 
street that he bought in U106 to William Lamson. John G. 
Bond bought of David Wilder about one fourth of an acre 
of land and a dwelling house on the east side of Prison 
street where the City Hall now stands. The lot had changed 
owners several times since bought by Soloman Woods in 
1797. Abel Wilder sold to John G. Bond his land and 
buildings on the west side of Prison street. 

1808.-Dr. Edwards sold his tavern property to William Pierce 
and it was then known as Pierce's tavern. Elihu Holbrook 
had been the landlord for several years. Noah Cooke erect
,ed a building on his lot on the east side of Main street, south 
of Pierce's tavern. The same building was removed by 
E. F. Lane when he built his upper block in 1891. Abel 
Wilder sold to Albe Cady his house and remaining land at 
the corner of the common and Prison street. The course 
of the Third New Hampshire Turnpike was changed, be-
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tween the common and the residence of Abijah Wilder, the 
'old Sun Tavern which has lately been replaced by house 
No. 314 Court street. It was laid out in a straight line 
where Court street is now, and the court house which stood 
on the common, in direct line with the new road, was moved 
to its west side to a lot purchased of Josiah Richardson on 
the site of the stores now occupied by the Bullard & Shedd 
Co. and G. H. Tilden & Co. Samuel Dinsmoor was ap
pointed po~tmaster in place of John G. Bond, and the office 
removed to his residence or office on the east side of Main 
street near where the railroad is now located. 

lS09.-.J ohn Elliot camer to Keene and entered business with 
Shubael Butterfield in the store south of Pierce's tavern. 
The Keene Engine Co. was organized, being the first suc
cessful at tempt to introduce a fire engine in Keene. The 
town well, a cistpl'n for fire purposes, which was located at 
the north end of .Main street, was built about this time and 
remained until the introduction of running water in 1869. 
Josiah Richard~on conveyed to Cheshire County, by lease, 
the lot upon which the court house had been moved, with 
the condition that it must never be used for any other pur
pose, William Pierce conveyed to Noah Cooke a narrow 
strip of land as an addition to his lot upon which he had 
erected his building in 1808. 

1811.-Church street was laid out this year to Beaver brook, 
and was first called Beaver street. A road had been previ
ously travelled over the same route which in some records 
was called" Frog lane," probably on account of the nature 
of the land through which it passed which has been called 
an aBer swamp. Samuel Dinsmoor having been elected to 
Congress, his partner, Booz M. Atherton was appointed 
postmaster. William Pierce sold to Gilbert Mellen his tav
ern and land which he bought of Dr. Edwards in 1808. 
John G. Bond sold to John Wood land and buildings on the 
west side of Prison street where hou.se No. 18 now stands. 
A frame building was erected about this time on land of 
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,toh)) G. ~oild oIl. the west side of Main !treet horth or the 
olci C'heshil'e :Bahk bUilditlg, dccnpied by He:br~ &; Thomas 
Lyman, hatters, and ealled Lyman's Hat Shop. this build. 
in~ was afterwards ni'OV'ed to the east side of Main street a 
little south 'Of the Eagle Hotel and mad'e into a dwelling. 
It was again moved, soon aftet 1900, and now stands at No. 
56 !South 8ft'eet and has much the same appearance as when 
fl~st built. Otl its first site, on the west side of Main street, 
it was replaced by a two story brick building which was 
taken down when .the Sentinel block was built. It had 
been occupied for several years by Davis & Wright dealers 
in stt>ves, tinware, et~. 

1812.-The wooden building on land of Noah Cooke on the \Vest 
side of Main street, south of Lamson '8 tannery, ws;s des· 
troyed by fire. 

lS13.·--.T oseph Buffum succeeded Booz M. Atherton as postmas. 
ter. He was a lawyer and I:tttd taken the place of Mr. Ath
erton who had retired. The office was continued ib the 
Dinsmoor law office on the east side of Main street. Dr. 
Amos Twitchell bought the house and lot on the east side 
of Main street, afterwal'ds occupied by him and Dr. George 
B. Twitchell. It was the old ta'vern site of Dr. Ziba Hall and 
Aaron and Lllthet Ernes, and stood near where Safford'8 
garage now stands. 

1814.-Aaron A~pleton came from Dublin and formed a part
nership with John Elliot. They bought of Josiah Richard
son the store and lot On the corner of Main and Pleasant 
streets, fO'l'merly occupied by Joseph Don. The lot ex· 
tended west to land. of William Lamson. Noah Cooke sold 
to Abijah Kingsbury the soutberly part of his lot on the 
west side of Main street, where his building was burned in 
1812, and Mr. Kingsbury erected a building where he after. 
wards lived. The llroperty reihained in the Kingsbury 
famil~ until 1901. 1t has how been remodeled and a third 
story added and it oWned by Mr. A. H. B~uder. The north 
pllrt of tbe same lot was conveyed by Noah Cooke to WH-
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Hath Lallisthi, ttpori wbich he built, about this tiiHe, a two 
!ltbty fraJb~ bm.ldin~ which WAI'! occupied by Abijab Kings .. 
bm-y as a shoemakers shop for many years. It remained 
lUitil removed to make l'ot>1n for the Lamson block in 1877. 
The old building was removed to the rear and oecl1pied as 
a dweUing for sever!!.l years and then taken down. Gilbert 
Mellen sold bH tavern to Salem Sumner, but the property 
was divided, Mellen retaining the store building and land 
south of the tavern. Rev. Aaron Hall hantrg died, .Rev. 
Dttvid Ollil>hant suceeeded him as pastor of the ehureh. 
John Wood sold to Daniel Bradford the lot arid house on 
the west side of Prisolltstreet, north of that recently pur
chased by Albe Cady. EHphalet Briggs established about 
this time a cabinet shop on the west side of Prison street, 
north of Mr. Bradford, or where house No. 24 now stands. 

H115.-Appleton & Elliot sold to A. & T. Hall thirty three feet 
from the west end of their lot on the south side of Pleasant 
street, where they built soon after the brick building now 
oWMd by the Elliot estate and occupied by the Balch 
Brothers. Appleton & Elliot sold the old building on their 
remaining lot, and erected the pl"'esent Elliot building, or 
St. Johns block, two !'!tories in height. The old ))hUding 

WItS removed to Court street and a second story added. It 
was the residence of Don H. W ood1i'ard, 151 Court street, 
until he built a new house in 1891, when it was removed to 
No. 37 Woddbnrh street. John Wood and Aaron and Tim
othy Hall also bought of Mann & Wood their lan~ and 
buildings on the west side of Main street, and A. & T. Hall 
sueceeded that firm in the store south of Appleton & Elliot, 
where they c~tii'1ued business for about fitty ye'8.rs. A 
store had b~en built on land south of th'eir store building, 
or abOut where the Cheshire Bank now stands. A black
sni'ith !lhol1 had b~eil bttilt a little west of :Main street be
t\Vee~ th'e Lyman hat shop and the old Cheshire Bank 
builtlin't, wlre¥e RAilroad square is now located, and occu-

. pied by Tbwns & David. Dr. Thomas Edwards Bold to 
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Phineas Fiske a lot on the eomer of the common and Rox
bury street, upon whieh he ereeted a frame building for 
store and offices. Justus Perry bought the store building 
of Amasa Allen on the east side of the common, and bought· 
of Dr. Edwards the lot upon which it stood. This was on 
the site of the present Colony block. Gilbert Mallen Bold 
to Daniel Bradford the store building and land south of his 
former ta vern, where the south wing of the Cheshire House 
:p.ow stands. 

1816.--William Lamson sold to Samuel Wood, Jr., the land and 
buildings On the east side of M'8.in street at the corner of 
Church street. Mr. Wood established a bakery in the build
ing and it continued f~ that bu"iness until about 1900. 
Justus Perry bought his homestead lot on the east side of 
Prison street where he removed the house and shop built by 
Stephen Chase about 1787 and built the Perry house that 
stood on the lot until it was moved to Roxbury court in 
1912 to make room for the erection of the new High School 
building. Daniel Bradford sold his store building, pur
chased in 1815, to Phineas Fiske and he conveyed it to 
Lynds Wheelock, who held it until 1838. Phineas Fiske 
sold his store and lot on the corner of the common and 
Roxbury street to Foster Alexander, who sold it the next 
year to William Lamson. 

lS17.--John G. Bond sold to John Wood his lot and buildings 
where the City Hall now stands. William Lamson bought 
of Foster Alexander the store and lot at the corner of the 
common and Roxbury street. 

1818.-Thomas M. Edwards succeeded Joseph Buffum, who had 
been elected to Congress, as postmaster, and moved the 
postoffice to his law office over Lamson's store at the cor
ner of the common and Roxbury street. Rev. Z. S. Barstow 
was settled, as minister over the church, and was the last 
minister settled by the town. He continued as pastor for 
more than fifty years. John G. Bond sold to Daniel Adams 
his land and buildings on the west side of Main street be-
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tween the Kingsbury lot and the Cheshire Bank. 
1B19.-Samuel A. Gerould came to town and bought the store 

of Ridgway & Rockwood in the Cooke building on the east 
side of Main street. Salem Sumner sold to Elijah Parker 
and Timothy Hall the tavern property at the corner of 
Main and Roxbury streets. 

1820.--Ephraim Holland succeeded Salem Sumner as landlord 
of the tavern of Parker & Hall. The first movement lead
ing to the development of Central Square in its present 
form was made this year, when meetings were held with a 
view to moving the buildings from the common and dis
pensing with the horse IAheds. Josiah Richardson died, and 
was succeeded in the title of the real estate by his daughter 
and her husband, Joseph Dorr. 

1B21.-.Abijah Wilder, Jr., bought of Joseph Dorr and wife, the 
land north of the common, between that of Albe Cady and 
the turnpike road, now Court street. John Wood sold to 
Justus Perry, land, with a house and wheelwright shop 
thereon, where the City Hall now stands. This included 
the lot sold by Dr. Thomas Edwards to Solomon Woods in 
1797, but it had been transferred several times in the mean
time. 

1822.-George Sparhawk succeeded Ephraim Holland as pro
prietor of the tavern. On May 27 the tavern or"former 
Chandler House, on the site of the Cheshire House, was 
destroyed by fire. The town well or cistern on the common 
was soon exhausted and bucket lines were formed to Beav
er brook. The buildings immediately north and south were 
saved. The Keene Fire Society was formed and a new en
gine purchased. A new building of brick, called the Phoe
nix Hotel, was built the same year by Parker & Hall, and 
George Sparhawk continued as landlord. 

1823.-George Tilden and John Prentiss formed a partnership 
in the book binding and the book and stationery business, 
and occupied the building south of A. & T. Hall's store, or 
where the Cheshire National Bank is now. Abijah Wilder, 



Jr., buiJt_. nil"" ~p qp t~e ~&lit sid~ of ~j) tqJ1lR~~ :road, 
wll.ere~h.~ Fi~t C~lJTch blOAk ~o. ~taAAs,aJl.d ~i\DP18~ 
~ ~a.n~~tw:e o-f furni~ure I\nd sleigqs. E~ld ~rigrs, 
Jr., and Jo.hn W. ~rigi~ ha4 p~vio-lWY e8~~~iw4 .. cab
iD.8t ~hpp, a."opt 1~14, QIl the wflst side of Pl'i~OIl ,~eet, 
where the house formerly of Dr. Carpe,n~er !lOW lI~l'~S. 

1824.--,--A n,ew ooW't house apd town hall W/i1.8 built of brick 'on 
the site of ihe former building on the west side of t)le com-
1ll0n. JQieph Dou and wife gave a deed of the land W the 
county with the Slime condition that was in the former 
lease, that it should nlver b~ used for any other pvpoee. 
The same building now staa& at the corner 01 Ctt~tral 
Square and Winter street, the north half, oe4uPj.ed by 
the Bullard & Shedd Co. and others, having ~eeDb~t little 
changed in appearance, but the south half owne4 by:thtl 
Chamberlain Co. and occupied by GeQr.ge H. Tilden. Co. 
and others, has been remodeled and a third stOl'Y added. 
The old frame court house was moved W tbe ~est side 
of Court street where the Barker blook now stands ann 
u$ed for bUlliness purposes until 18(H when it was destroyed 
'br iftoe.. Jt.wteph Dorr and wife sold to the town of Keene 
a triangular strip of land west of the common as an addi
tion to it, "For the use of the common and no other p~. 
pose. " The land was west of the highway as laid out in 
1796, and this conveyance established the lines of Central 
Square as now occupied. Joseph Dorr a.nd wife con:veyed 
to Samuel A. Gerould. and John Prentiss lands on the west 
side of the common on wbi4b- they .oon after built t)leir re
spective blocks. 

lS25.--,-.John. Prentiss and ~ml,lel A. GeJ'ould both bpilt brick 
blooks .. 9n their r .. ~~ti;""lmliJ OJ) the west side oft~eom
Droll. As first bu»t .-berewllf# a p&Siage way eleven feet 

. wide Petwee~ tb,e, bllildinp, .n<l a space of about eight 
. fe~t between .the .Gerould builciiBg and the court houae on 

tbe north.' John Prenti811 m9ved his printin. office to his 
~ Jl.QW block and 8stabliModa .book store and· bindery in the 

http:e8t,~~isb.e4
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nortp store. Me. Gerould abo elltp,hlisbed his business in 
his new building where he remained about fifty years. The 
Prentiss block still stands, owned by the heirs of Elbridge 
C. Whitcomb, but the Gerould block was removed to make 
room for the Chamberlain block built in 1904. Thomas M. 
Edwards built a small brick building on the north side of 
Roxbury street, a little east of Lamson's building, for his 
law office, and to which he moved the postoifice. John 
Hatch bought j he Phoenix: Hotel and became its landlord. 
Albe Cady sold to Abijah. Wilder, Jr., his house and lot on 
the corner of the common and Prison street. John Towns 
bought of Daniel Adllms his property on the west side of 
Main street, nortlf of the Cheshire Bank, and occupied a 
building which formprly stood near the site of the Sentinel 
block, as a blacksmith shop. 

1826.-Danicl Bradford sold to John II. Fuller the lot with 
buildings on the west side of Prison street, formerly occu
pied as a residelleE' by Elbridge Clarke, No. 18 Washington 
street. 1'he huilding at tha.t time was of wood and stood 
about ten 1\-et south of the present hOUl:ie. It was burned 
in 1846. 

1!:l27.-William Lamson replaced his wooden store building at 
the corner of the common and Roxbury street with a brick 
block. '1'his WelS the building, owned by George II. Rich
ard~, that wa~ destroyed by fire, with others, in 1865. It 
stood on the site of the present bank block. It had a hall 
called Music Hall, in the third story, which was one of the 
first halls for public use in town. Abijah Wilder, Jr., con
"eyed to Azel Wilder an undivided half interest in all his 
land and buildings on the north side of the common. 
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REFERENCES TO MAP NO.4, 1805 TO 1821 
No. 

1. MeetlDChOUlle, built in 1'788. 
2. Bone sbeda, built in 1'711. 
S. Cabinet shop of Abljah Wilder, Jr., built about 1m. 
(. Build1ne belonging tAl Abijah WUder, Jr. 
6. The Albe Cady houae, built prior tAl 1800, pun:hued. by AblJab WU

der, Jr. in 1825. 
6. Former Abel Wllder hOWIe, owned. by John B. Puller. 
'7. Cabinet Shop of Eliphalet and John W. Brtna, establJabed abo1H 

181(. 
8. Schoolhouse in the Center district, built in 1m. 
9. Former hOWle of Nathaniel Briggs, owned by John Wood and Ell-

phalet Briggs, Jr. 
10. Residence of Abel Wilder. 
11. House owned by EUphalet Brtgp, Jr. 
12. Dwelllng house and wheelwrtaht a!1Dp, owned by Justus Perry. 
13. stOre and office building owned b~. Thomas Edwarda, moved here 

from the comer of Roxbury street. 
a. Store of Justus Perry. 
15. Brick block a.nd store of W1lllam Lamson, PoI!Itoff1ce tram 1818 tAl 

1826, built in 1827, replacing Il frame building erected in 1811, wblcli 
waa moved to No. 13. 

16. Law office of Thomas M. Edwards and postofftce from 1825 to 1111. 
17. Phoenix Hotel, built on the aite of the Chandler Houle wb1ch .... 

burned that year. 
18. Store and office bUilding, owned by Lynda Wheelock. 
19. Store and office building, owned by Noah COOke, Indlt In 1801. 
20. Bakery of samuel Wood., Jr., eltablished in 1818. 
21. Residence of Samuel D1namoor. 
22. Ofl'ice of Samuel DlDsmoor. Postofftce from 1108 to 1813. 
23. Re81dence of Dr. Amos Twitchell, purdlued In 1818. 
24. Residence of Daniel Wat.ton, purchaaed In 1795. 
2&. Cheshire Bank, built in l8Ot. 
26. Blacksmith shop of Towna " Davia. 
27. Lymans hat shop, a frame bu1ld1ng erected about 1811, &fterward& 

removed and replaeed by a brick buildtnl. 
21. Residence of Abijab KiDpbury, built In 181t. 
29. BuildiDg owned by WUl1am T4m'Oll, built about 181t. 
30. Store building owned. by W1lllam IA.mIIon. 
11. W1W&m Lamson'. tannery, eltabUabeclln 1m. 
32. DanIel Wataon'. aaddler'. abop. 
81. DweIl1ng belongtng to Wood " BaIL 
M. Store building beloDl1Da' to Wood ok BaD. 
36. A. & T. B&ll'. store. 
36. Appleton" ElUot'. store, built in 181a. 
:no Brick dweIl1ng, owned by Wood " B&ll about; 181a. 
as. Residence of W1lllam TAmIlOu. built in lICK. 
39. Rea1deDCe of Joeeph Dorr, formerl)" the IUcba.rdIcm taftlftl, bu1& 

about 1m. 
to. BrIck block of John Prentl8l, buUt In 1825. 
U. Br1cIt block of 8IIDlue1 A. Gerould. built In la&. 
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42. Court house and town hall, moved here in 1808 and replaced by a. 
brick building in 1824. 

43. The first fra.me courthouse, moved here in 1824. 
44. The town well or cistern. Built about 1810. 
45. Residence of Justus Perry, built in 1816. 

1828.-As a result of the movement commenced in 1820 to en
large and improve the common, the meeting house, hereto
fore standing on the common with the spire facing the 
west, was turned on quarter round and moved back to 
within four feet of its present position with the spire fac
ing the south. The lot was given to the society by Abijah 
and Azel Wilder. The horse sheds that were erected on the 
north side of the common in 1789 were removed. Although 
the common had been cleared of buildings there seemed to 
be some doubt as to the title of the entire area and Joseph 
Dorr and wife gave a quitclaim deed to the town for a con
sideration of one hundred dollars, bounded as follows; "on 
the south by a line drawn from the north side of Appleton 
& Elliot's building to the north side of the Phoenix Hotel; 
on the east by a line passing along the front side of the 
buildings of William Lamson, Justus Perry and Dr. Thomas 
Edwards, on the north by land of Abijah Wilder, Jr., and 
on the west by a line passing on the front side of the court 
house and the buildings of Samuel A. Gerould and John 
Prentiss and extending to said Elliot's store, to be forever 
appropriated as a common and public highways. This de
fined the lines of the common as occupied since that time, 
and the present limits of Central Square. 'fhe common was 
then and for many years after an unimproved space, 
crossed by roads, and without trees. Abijah and Azel Wil
der built the brick block at the north side of the common 
known as Wilder's building, now Ball's block, except the 
store at the west end, now occupied by the Telephone com
pany, which was added several years later. As the block 
was first built it had no interior stairways but the upper 
stories were reached by exterior stairs on either end of the 
building. 
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Samuel Dinsmoor sold his residence on the east side of 
Main street, where the south part of the Gurnsey block 
now stands, to Collins H. Jaquith, reserving his office build
ing, which stood where the railroad tracks are now, which 
he removed. The same building is now a part of the Poole 
residence, No. 320 Roxbury street. Samuel Dinsmoor 
bought of the widow of Peleg Sprague the house on the 
west side of Main street, later known as the Martin house, 
and moved to it. 'l'hat house was removed when the Col
onial Theatre was built on the same site. Collins H. Ja
quith sold the north part of the former Dinsmoor lot to 
'l'homas F. Ames, who erected and occupied the brick 
building later known as Baker's block, which was removed 
when the north part of the Gurnsey block was built. 

Joseph Dorr sold to Samuel A. Gerouid the land in the 
rear of his new block and in the rear of the court house, on 
the south side of 'Winter street as afterwards laid out. Mr. 
Gerould built a brick house on the lot where he afterwards 
lived, and subsequently moved a frame building to the 
lot, immediately .west of the court house, which was used 
as a dwelling and shop. Both these buildings were removed 
when the Chamberlain block was built in 1904. The names 
of the streets leading from the common seemed to have 
been changed about this time to Washington, \Vest and 
Court streets. A small building was erected by the Wilders 
on the north side of the common, east of the meeting house. 
'rhis was afterward removed, and was said to have been 
part of the residence of Dr. Hill on Winter street. When 
the court house addition was built the old dwelling was 
removed to Church street. A larger building was erected 
on its former site on the north side of the common which 
has been recently removed to make room for the new edi-
fice of the Keene National Bank. . 

At the annual town meeting it was voted to convey all 
right, title and interest of the town -in and to the meeting 
house to the First Congregational Society, reserving the 
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use of the house and bell on public occasions, with a right • 
to hang a bell in the belfry and control the same. The 
Keene High School was established this year in December, 
and was taught in the east room of Wilder's new block. 

1829.-The Keene Congregational Society (Unitarian) bought 
of Wood and Hall, who had acquired the title from John 
G. Bond, the lot on the south corner of Main and Church 
streets, and built the first Unitarian meetinghouse. Wood 
and Hall conveyed to Thomas F. Ames a narrow i"?trip of 
land south of the latter as an addition to his lot. The two 
story blacksmith shop on the west side of Main street, 
owned by John Towns, immediately north of the Cheshire 
Bank was burned, but immediately rebuilt. There were two 
fire companies and two hand engines in town at that time. 

1830.-Abijah and Azel Wilder conveyed by deed to the First 
Congregational Society the land upon which the meeting
house had been moved. John Wood sold to Eliphalet 
Brigg;" Jr., a lot on the west side of Washington street, 
with the building that had been previously occupied by 
.Mr. Briggs, as a cabinet shop. That was on the late Dr. 
Carpenter lot, No. 24 on that street. .Tohn Wood and 
Eliphalet Briggs sold to Whitcomb French the land and 
buildings previously occupied by him on the west side of 
Washington street north of the latter. Mr. French had 
opened a livery stable on the premises. 

1832.--Winter street was laid out this year from the common 
to School street, two and one half rods wide. Joseph Dorr 
and wife sold to Zebediah Kisc and Josiah Colony the land 
on the west side of the common now occupied by the Hus
sell block, the Ashuelot National Bank building and the 
new block of Reginald Howe. The Dorrs also sold to Azel 
and Abijah Wilder, Jr., a large tract of land on the north 
side of Winter street, extending from Court to School 
streets, and included the present county lot, the old Arm
ory and High school lots and others. 
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1833.-William Dinsmoor was appointed postmaster in place of 
Thomas M. Edwards, and the office was removed to his 
store in Wilder's building. Kise & Colony sold to the 
Ashuelot Bank their lot on the west side of the common 
and the bank erected two stories of the building which 
they afterwards occupied, now the Keene Savings Bank. 
They also sold to Elbridge Keyes and'Joshua D. Colony the 
land south and in the rear of the bank lot, on which they 
built a brick building afterwards known as the Keyes 
block. It was removed when the Russell block was built 
in 1895. The Cheshire Provident Institution was organ
ized, with George Tilden as treasurer, and the bank locat
ed in his store where the Cheshire National Bank nOw is. 
'£he old county jail, of wood, on Washington street, corn,er 
of Mechanic, was replaced by a granite building, which re
mained on that site until the completion of a new jail on 
upper WaRhington street, now the Arinory, in 1885. 

1834.-J ohn Towns sold his property on the west side of Main 
street, north of the bank, to Grosvenor Brooks. Samuel 
Dinsmoor probably moved his office building to Roxbury 
street, as he purchased this year the poperty now owned 
by the heirs of George E. Poole, No. 320, where the build
ing was moved. Stillman French bought of Whitcomb 
French his property on the west side of Washington 
street, where the new Bennett block now stands, and con
tinued the livery business. 

1835.-Grosvenor Brooks sold his property to Heaton, Abderson 
and Metcalf, including all the land between the bank and 
the Kingsbury lot. John Prentiss sold to Samuel A. Ger
ould a narrow strip of land between their buildings, and 
Mr. Gerould extended his brick block to the south to occu
py the passage that formerly separated the buildings. 
George Tilden then moved his store and the Cheshire Prov
ident Bank to the new room thus provided. Abel Wilder 
bought of John Wood the house and lot on the west side 
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of Washington street where Mr. Wilder afterwards lived, 
now occupied as a store by Leon M. Willard. 

1836.~-The Phoenix Hotel was burued on the 6th of April. 
Later in the same year a fund was raised by subscription 
to rebuild, and Nathaniel Dana and Thomas H. Levett were 
appointed trustees to take charge of the funds, and to 
whom the real estate was sold. Collins H. Jaquith sold to 
John Towns his property on the east side of Main street, 
extending from Thomas F. Ames' lot to the land of Dr. 
Twitchell. The Keene Academy building was erected on 
the site of the present Junior High Sehool on Winter 
street, on land donated for the purpose by Azel and Abijah 
Wilder, Jr. The building was three stories in height, the 
lower floor being a little below the level of the ground, and 
was used by the First Congregational Society as a chapel, 
for weekly meetings, until their church was remodeled in 
1859. The second and third stories were used for school 
purposes. 

1837.-The main part of the present Cheshire House was built 
during that summer, on the site of the Phoenix Hotel. Ben
aiah Cooke succeeded William Dinsmoor as postmaster, but 
still kept the office in the Wilder building. Dr. Thomas 
Edwards conveyed to his son Thomas M. Edwards all his 
real estate, about] fiO acres, lying easterly of the common. 

1838.-John Wood and A. & T. Hall obtained possession of the 
property south of the Cheshire House, where the south wing 
of the building now stands. The old frame building which 
stood there was replaced by the brick building now stand
ing on the premises. Thomas M. Edwards sold to Silvanus 
Titus the land on the north side of Roxbury street, and Mr. 
Titus built the brick bouse afterwards occupied by El
bridge G. Whitcomb, now converted into stores. John 
Wood and A. & T. Hall bought of SaIma Hale, executor of 
the will of Daniel Watson, the old Watson saddlers shop on 
the west side of Main street where the Wright block now 
stands. 
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1839.-The Baptist Society bought of Levi Willard the lot on 
the north side of Winter street and erected the brick church 
building, recently used as an armory, now the store of 
Bloomer & Haselton. Previous to this time the Baptist 
meetinghouse had been located on the south side of the old 
Westmoreland or Hurricane road a little west of Wilson 
pond, The bell in the present Baptist church was first used 
in the old building at West Keene. Daniel Watson having 
died in 1837, the house and lot formerly owned by him, 
south of the former passenger stations, was sold to Samuel 
Robinson. Abijah'Wilder, Jr., conveyed to the trustees of 
the Keene Academy the lot on which the academy building 
had been erected. Azel Wilder, being one of the trustees, 
had previously conveyed his half interest to his brother. 

The Dorr homestead on the north side of West street, 
formerly the tavern of Josiah Richardson, was conveyed to 
Harriet K. Evans, wife of Nathaniel Evans. Azel Wilder 
quitclaimed to Abijah Wilder, Jr., his interest in the old 
Cady lot at the corner of the common and Washington 
street. 

1840.-The County of Cheshire bought of Henry Coolidge a 
small lot on the north corner of Winter and Court street, 
where they erected a granite building twenty eight by 
thirty two feet in size, for county offices and records. It 
was on the site of the present court house. Keyes & Colony 
sold to Charles Sturtevant the west part of their store lot, 
on the north side of West street, and Mr. Sturtevant erect
ed the building, which, with later additions has been stand
ing there until removed by Reginald Howe to make room 
for his new block built this year, 1927. Joseph Dorr sold 
to Charles Lamson an addition to his homestead, on the 
west side of his house on West street. The town voted to 
release to the First Congregational Society whatever inter
est they had retained in the meetinghouse, except the bell. 
Joseph Dorr and wife gave a quitclaim deed of the land on 
which the court house was standing to Henry Coolidge. 
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The significance of this conveyance will be seen by referr
ing to the year 1857. 

1841.-Charles L. Putnam was appointed postmaster and the 
office moved to the building south of the Cheshire House. 
The Daniel Watson house was sold to John H. Fuller. Rob
ert C. Shelly bought of Thomas M. Edwards a lot on the 
north side of Roxbury street, and erected the building later 
known as the Kimball house, now occupied by C. E. Stick
ney and others. 

1842.-Charles Sturtevant sold to John Prentiss the north part 
of his lot in the rear of the Prentiss building. Harriet K. 
Evans having died, her estate on the north side of West 
street was sold to Zebediah Kise. 

1844.-The Forest Tree Society had been previously formed, the 
object of which was to plant trees and otherwise impove 
the beauty of the town. At a town meeting held this year 
it was voted "that the society have leave to fence and orna
ment a small portion of the common, of such size and shape 
as the selectmen deem compatible with the convenience of 
the public highways." A plan was prepared by George W. 
Sturtevant and the selectmen gave permission to enclose a 
circle three rods in diameter "as marked out." 

A bitter opposition arose among the traders and other 
citizens to any encroachment on the free and unobstructed 
use of the common as a parade ground, public market place 
and highways. The desired improvement was not carried 
out for several years. The common was described about 
that time as a "sandy waste." Charles Sturtevant sold 
his land and buildings on the north side of West street, 
west of Keyes & Colony's store to James B. Elliot. The 
Keene Center school district sold to Eliphalet Briggs the 
old schoolhouse and lot on the west side of Washington 
street, north of his cabinet shop, where the Warren block 
now stands. The Center district bought of James Buffum 
and John Wood a lot on the north side of Church street, 
and built the brick building where the school was kept 
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until 1883, when it was sold to S. W. Dickinson and has 
since been used as a laundry. Eliphalet Briggs sold to 
Augustus T. Wilder the house and lot on the west side of 
Washington street formerly of Abel Wilder, now occupied 
as a store by Leon M. Willard. 

1845.-A charter was obtained for the Cheshire Railroad this 
year. William L. Foster was appointed postmaster and 
the office moved to the store nOw oeeupied by J. Fred 
Whitcomb. 
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REFERENCES TO MAP NO.5, 1827 TO 1845 
No. 

1. First Congregational Church, moved to this site in 1828. 
2. Wilder's building, erected in 1828. Postotfice from 1833 to 1841. 
3. Cabinet shop of Abijah Wilder. Jr. 
4. Building owned by Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
5. Abijah Wilder's residence. 
6. store building of Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
7. The Albe Cady house, owned by Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
8. Dwelling owned by John H. Fuller, burned in 1846. 
9. Cabinet shop of Eliphalet and J. W. Briggs, burned in 1846. 

10. Former schoolhouse, owned by Eliphalet Briggs, Jr., burned in 1846. 
11. House and livery stable of Stillman French. 
12. Residence of Augustus T .. Wilder. 
13. House owned by EUphalet Briggs, Jr. 
14. Residence belonging to the Justus Perry estate. 
15. Building owned by the Justus Perry estate. 
16. Store and office building owned by Thomas M. Edwards. 
17. Store and building owned by the Justus Perry estate. 
18. Brick store bUilding owned by William Lamson. 
19. Law office of Thomas M. Edwards. Postoffice from 1825 to 1833. 
20. House of Silvanus Titus, buUt about 1838. 
21. House of Robert C. Shelly, built about 1841. 
22. Fire engine house. 
23. The Cheshire House, built in 1837 on the site of the Phoenix Hotel 

which was burned in 1836. 
24. Store and office building, owned by Wood & Hall. 
25. Store and office building, owned by the heirs of Noah Cooke. 
26. Bakery of Samuel Wood. 
27. Unitarian Church, built in 1829. 
28. Brick building own cd by Thomas F. Ames, built In 1828. 
29. Brick store building, owned by John Towns. 
30. Law office of Samuel Dinsmoor, moved to Roxbury street. 
31. Residence of Dr. Amos Twitchell. 
32. The Daniel Watson house, owned by John H. Fuller. 
33. The Cheshire Bank. 
34. The Towns blacksmith shop. 
35. One half the old meetinghouse, built in 1754, moved here from Wash-

ington street by John H. Fuller for a wool house. 
36. Brick store building owned by Dexter Anderson. 
37 .. Residence of Abijah Kingsbury. 
38. Building owned by Charles Lamson. 
39. Store building owned by Charles Lamson. 
40. Charles Lamson's tannery. 
41. Residence of Charles Lamson. 
42. The old Watson saddler's shop, owned by Wood & Hall. 
43. Store building, owned by Wood & Hall. 
44. Dwelling, owned by Wood & Hall. 
45. A. & T. Hall's store. 
46. Brick house, owned by Wood & Hall. 
47. Brick store building of Applcton & Elliott. 
48. Brick block owned by Keyes & Colony, built in 1833. 
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49. Ashuelot Bank building, erected in 1833. 
50. Brick block, owned by John Prentiss. 
51. Brick block, owned by Samuel A. Gerould. 
52. Court House and Town hall. 
53. House owned by James B. Elliot. 
54. The old Richardson tavern. owned by Zebediah Kise. 
55. Brick hOlLSe owned by Zebediah Kise. 
56. Residence of Samuel A. Gerould and a frame building owned by him. 
57. County record building, erected in 1840. 
58. House owned by Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
59. Baptist Church, built in 1839. 
60. The old frame courtholLSe, used for stores. 
61. The town well or cistern. 

1846.-The cabinet shop of Ehphalet Briggs on the ,vest side of 
\V' ashington :,;treet, and the two story brick school building 
immediately north, formerly of t.he Center school district 
and purchased by Mr. Briggs in 1844, as well as the two 
story dwelling on the south owned by John H. l!luller, were 
defitroyed by fire. Mr. Briggs moved his cabinet bUf.;iness 
temporarily to the building standing on the present city 
hall lot, and the same year purehased the Ames building, 
on the east side of Main street, south of the Unitarian 
church, and afterwards moved his husiness to it. He also 
bought of John Towns the brick huilding immediately 
south, with the land in the rear, and extending to Dr. 
Twitchell '8 lot on the south. The land on the south, except 
a driveway twenty feet wide where Railroad street now is, 
was sold to the Cheshire Railroad Co., the building of the 
railroad having been commenced. 

The location of the station and grounds were in question 
for sometime, many of the eitizens wanting the depot lo
cated farther south on Main street. As an inducement to 
the railroad company to accept the present location, a sub
scription was raised and a large tract of land purchased 
west of Main street and south of West street, extending to 
the east line .of land now owned by John J. Colony, and 
conveyed to the company. On ~rain street the land secured 
by the railroad company included the Cheshire Bank lot, 
the old "Vats on house and lot from John II. Fuller, and the 
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land between the bank lot and the Kingsbury building from 
Dexter Anderson; on the east side of the street the land of 
Eliphalet Briggs mentioned above, and a part of the Dr. 
Twitchell lot. 

'l'he Cheshire bank bought of John Wood and A. & T. 
Hall their present lot on the west side of Main street. Zebe
diah Kise sold the former Richardson homestead on the 
north side of Wer;t street to Harvey A. Bill, reserving the 
north part of the lot on Winter street, on which he built 
the present brick house numbered 16 on that street. Eliph
alet Briggs sold to Daniel Adams and William S. Briggs 
the hom;e now on the south corner of Vernon and Wash
ington streets, and Dr. Adams sold his half to Mr. Briggs 
the following year. Eliphalet Briggs, Jr., sold to Stillman 
French the lot upon which the school house formerly stood. 

1847.-The Cheshire bank erected two stories of the present 
bank building. The Cheshire Railroad Co. build the pas
senger station which formerly stood on the west line of 
Main street until removed when the present station was 
built in 1910. A committee was appointed by the town to 
see about purchasing land and building a town hall. The 
town had heretofore used the court house for its meetings. 
Zebediah Kise sold his lot and building on the south side of 
Winter street to Charles Keyes. The Keene Fire Society, 
formed in 1822, gave up its organization and turned over
to the town all its apparatus, consisting of two fire engines, 
hose and buckets, as well as the engine house which stood 
on the Cheshire House land on the south side of Roxbury 
street. 

1848.-The town purchased of the estate of Justus Perry the 
lot on which they erected the main part of the present city 
hall building. The Cheshire railroad w~s opened to Keene. 
and a charter obtained for the Ashuelot railroad. The 
county enlarged the lot on which the county building stood, 
by the purchase of land on the north of Abijah Wilder. The 
heirs of Henry Coolidge sold their interest in the former-
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court house lot, acquired from their father, to Samuel Wood. 
Abijah Wilder, Jr., conveyed to Henry and Amos Pond, by 
lease for twelve years, their building and land on the north 
side of the common, east of the meetinghouse. The Ponds 
enlarged and improved the building next the church, 
turned the old Cady house formerly facing Washington 
street, one quarter round and moved it to the north side 
of the common. The space between the two buildings was 
soon after filled with another building. 

1849.--Selden F. White was ~ppointed postmaster and the of
fice was moved to his store in Wilders building, Azel Wil
der, who had acquired from his brother the sole title to 
Wilder's building, sold the same to Henry and Amos Pond, 
who built an additional store on the west end, extending 
the building to the line of Court street. The outside stair
ways were removed and others made in the interior. John 
II. Fuller sold to Robert Shelly the land on the west side 
of Washington street, where his house was burned in 1846, 
and the present brick house, No. 18, was built. 

1850_-Robert C. Shelly sold to Thomas M. Edwards his house 
and lot on the north side of Roxbury street. This was the 
so called Kimball house now occupied by C. E. Stickney and 
others. 

1851.-The Cheshire House property was conveyed by Dana 
and Leverett to John Henry Elliot and Frank S. Fiske, and 
they com'eyed it to Leonard Bisco and Elbridge G. Whit
comb. Samuel 'Vood sold his bakery property on the corn
er of Main and Church streets to Asa Duren and Peter B. 
Hayward. William Lamson sold to George H. Richards the 
brick block at the corner of Central Square and Roxbury 
street, and Mr. Richards established hi:,; watch and jewelry 
business in the c,orner store. The opposition which devel
oped in 1844 to improving the common and using part of it 
for park purposes having subsided, The Forest Tree Society 
graded and improved a portion of it, set out trees and built 
a wooden fence around it. From a map of Keene published 
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in 1853, the part so improved seems to be about one hun
dred and twenty-five feet in length and width, but of an 
irregularly six sided shape, widest at the north end as now. 
It resembled in shape the burial coffins in use at that time 
and received the name of "Coffin common." 

1852.-The Methodist Episcopal Society bought their lot on the 
west side of Court street of Abijah Wilder, and the follow
ing year built their first meetinghouse on it. 

1853.-Joshua D. Colony was appointed postmaster and the 
office was moved to Richards' building on the east side of 
Central Square. The High School was established in the 
Keene Academy building on the north side of Winter 
street. The land and building immediately south of the 
Cheshire House was secured through foreclosure by Fran
cis A .. Faulkner .• The Baptist Society sold to Joseph Foster 
a.nd Charles P. Felt, the north part of their lot where 
Foster & Felt continued the manufacture of organs and 
melodeons in the building later known as the gun shop. 

1854.-The old Watson harness shop On the west side of Main 
street, north of Lamson's tannery, was burned. 

1855.-The firm of A. & T. Hall having failed in business in 
1850, their real estate on the west side of Main street and 
south side of West street was sold by Lewis Campbell, the 
assignee. The brick building on West street, west of El
liot's building, was bought by Amos C. Greely; the dwel
ling house and land in the rear to Albert Kingsbury. The 
rest of the property on the west side of Main street, both 
north and south of the Cheshire bank was sold to Henry 
Pond. This included the old A. & T. Hall store building, 
where the Buffum block now stands. Henry Pond sold to 
the Cheshire County bank, which had just been organized, 
the lot immediately south of the Cheshire bank, and the 
brick building was erected, now owned by John C. Tierney, 
two stories in height. Asa Duren sold his half of the bak
ery property to his partner, Peter B. Hayward. Silvanus 
Titus sold his house on the north side of Roxbury street to 
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Elbridge G. Whitcomb, who occupied it as a residence, and 
has been owned by his heirs until recently. Henry Pond 
built about this time the brick building on the west side of 
Main street later called Wright's block, now occupied by 
the Douglass Shoe Company. 

1856.-Amos C. Greely bought of Francis A. Faulkner the block 
south of the Cheshire House. About this time a band stand 
was built on the north part of the park where the Ingersoll 
fountain was later located. It remained for several years, 
but was burned on a fourth. of July morning as a part of 
the patriotic celebration of Young America. About this 
time also the old wooden fence around the park was re
moved, the park somewhat enlarged, and the lines changed 
to nearly its present form, and the present stone posts and 
iron rail fence built. The park did not extend so far south 
as now, and was not as wide at the south end. Gravel walks 
were also built through it. A tall flag pole erected for cam
paign purposes was standing near the south end of the park 
where it remained for several years. James B. Elliot sold 
to John W. Prentiss his lot and building on the north side 
of West street. 

1857.-The county again enlarged the county record lot by pur
chasing land on the northwest side of Abijah Wilder. The 
title of the county to the old court house and lot having 
been forfeited by reason of renting a part for business pur
poses, the main part of the present court house was built 
during this and the following year on the site of the former 
county record building. Selden F. White and Amos L. 
\Vood, executors of the will of Samuel Wood, who held a 
quit-claim deed of the premises, formerly given by Joseph 
Dorr and wife, also secured the title to the building from 
the court, and sold the south half of the land and building to· 
Samuel A. Gerould. Mr. Gerould added a fourth story and 
remodeled the building, and is the same now owned by Wm. 
P. Chamberlain Co. and occupied by George H. 'l'ilden & Co .. 
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and others. Amos C. Greely sold to John Henry Elliot the 
brick building west of Elliot's block on the south side of 
West street. Elbridge Clarke bought of Abijah Wilder the 
land and buildings on the north side of Central Square, 
afterwards known as Clarke's block. 

l858.-Josiah P. Cooke sold to Brigham Nims the former Noah 
Cooke property on the east side of Main street where the 
E. F. Lane upper block now stands. ~ John Prentiss sold t() 
Elbridge C. Whitcomb his brick block on the west side of 
Central Square. Abijah Wilder sold to the County of 
Cheshire a strip of land on the west side of the court house 
lot. Horatio J. Perry sold to Robert C. Shelly and George 
G. Sawyer, the Justus Perry store and lot on the east side 
of the square where the Colony block now stands. 

l859.-The heirs of Elipha]et Briggs sold to Dr. A. S. Carpenter 
the brick house and lot on the west side of Washington 
street where Dr. Carpenter afterwards lived. The house 
was built by Eliphalet Briggs after the fire destroyed his 
cabinet shop, on the same site, in 1846. Shelly & Sawyer 
sold to Colony Brothers, proprietors of the Cheshire Mills 
at Harrisville, eighteen feet from the south side of their 
lot on the east side of the square. Shelly and Sawyer re
placed the old Perry store building with a brick block three 
stories in height, and the Cheshire Mills Co. built one in 
connection with it, of the same height, with an ornamental 
iron front, painted white, and the lower floor of marble. 

The First Congregational meetinghouse was moved t() 
the north four feet, about this time, and remodelled to its 
present size and form. Thomas M. Edwards sold to George 
H. Richards his store, called the "white store" on the east 
side of Central Square north of the Shelly & Sawyer build
ing, and including the land in the rear, as well as the small 
brick building on the north side of Roxbury street occu
pied by Mr. Edwards as a law office. Henry Pond sold t() 
Stephen L. Randall the brick building on the west side of 
Main street, later known as Wrights block and now occu-
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pied by the W. L. Douglass shoe company. Bisco & Whit
comb sold to Henry Pond the Cheshire House property, and 
Mr. Pond bought of .Amos C. Greely the block immediately 
south of it. This brought together the different parts of 
the Cheshire House property, which was divided in 1814. 
Mr. Pond remodeled the brick block, connecting it to the 
Cheshire House by building upon the driveway that form
erly separated the buildings, and finished the upper part 
into a public hall, ealled Cheshire hall. The building was 
known as the Cheshire block. 

1860.-Henry Pond sold to Galeb T. Buffum the old .A. & T. 
Hall store and lot on the west side of Main street where the 
Buffum block now stands. The Parish of St. James bought 
of the Cheshire Railroad Co. the lot on the south side of 
West street where their church now stands. Selden F. 
White and Amos L. Wood sold to Dauphin W. Buckminster 
the north half of the old court house and lot. That build
ing, now owned by C. Gale Shedd and occupied by himself 
and others, remains in substantially the same form on the 
outside as originally built in 1824. Elliot's building was 
remodeled, another story being added, which was after
wards occupied by the Masonic lodges. John W. Prentiss 
sold to Francis E. Keyes, the building on the north side of 
West street, west of Keyes' store. 

1861.-Thomas E. Hatch was appointed postmaster.and the of
fice removed to a small building erected for the purpose by 
Thomas M. Edwards, south of the town hall. The building 
on the west side of Court street, where the Barker block 
now stands, was destroyed by fire. This was the old frame 
court house, erected on the commOn in 1796, moved to the 
west side in 1808 and moved to this site in 1824 when the 
brick eourt house was erected. Foster & Felt sold their lot 
north of the Baptist church to George O. Leonard, who oc
cupied the building for the manufacture and repair of guns 
and rifles. 
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1862.-During the night of Feb. 6 the" old white store" on the 
east side of Central Square, owned by George H. Richards, 
was destroyed by fire. The south store was occupied by 
Stephen Barker, grocer, and the north by S. L. Randall, 
dealer in boots and shoes. The second story was occupied 
by Samuel Woodward as a tin shop. 

1863.-The heirs of Eliphalet Briggs sold to S. L. Randall and 
S. O. Gates the brick building on the east side of Main 
street north of the railroad, where the south part of the 
Gurnsey block now stands. Henry Pond and the heirs of 
Amos Pond sold th-e old Wilder building on the north side 
of Central Square to George W. Ball, and it has since been 
known as Ball's block, and now owned by his heirs. Albert 
Kingsbury sold to S. L. Randall the dwelling house that 
he had occupied in the rear of the Cheshire bank. The St. 
James Parish built their church edifice this year. Henry 
Pond sold the Cheshire House and Cheshire block to George 
Doolittle and Augustus Grimes, and Mr. Doolittle became 
landlord of the hotel. The heirs of Justus Perry conveyed to 
Rev. William O. White the Perry homestead north of the 
town hall, now the High school lot. 

1864.-Randall & Gates sold to George Burnap and Joseph M. 
Hyland the store north of the railroad which they bought 
in 1863. Shelly apd Sawyer sold to Henry and Alfred T. 
Colony their brick block on the east side of Central Square. 
The belfry and tower on the City hall was built. 

1865.-S. L. Randall conveyed to Leonard Wright one half in
terest in his block on the west side of Main street, as well 
as the dwelling in the rear of the Cheshire bank. George 
H. Richards sold to Charles Bridgman his white store lot on 
the east side of Central Square, where the Bridgman block 
now stands. Thomas M. Edwards and the Town of Keene 
exchanged deeds to establish the south and east lines of 
the town hall lot. The buildings on the east side of Cen
tral Square, including the Richards building on the corner 
of Roxbury street, the Cheshire Mills and the Shelly & 
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Sawyer blocks, were destroyed by fire on the night of Oct. 
20. The small buildings south of the town hall used for 
the postoffice, was torn down to prevent the fire spreading 
to the north. The post office was moved to the grand jury 
room in the court house for a short time and then to the 
west store of Elliot '8 building on the south side of West 
street. J. G. Warren bought of Stillman French his house 
and stable on the west side of Washington street. The 
main house was taken down in 1886 and the ell moved to 
No. 77 Spring street. The new Bennett block now occupies 
the site of the old house. . 

REFERENCES TO MAP NO.6, 1845 TO 1865 

1. First Congregational Church, remodeled in 1859. 
2. Ball's block, extended to court street in 1849, Postoffice from 1849 

to 1853. 
3. Dwelling, formerly Abijah Wilder's cabinet shop. 
4. DWelling owned by Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
5. Residence of Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
6. and 7. store buildings owned by Elbridge Clarke. 
8. The old Cady house, owned by Elbridge Clarke. It was turned to 

face Central Square in 1848. 
9. Residence of Robert C. Shelley. 

10. Residence of Dr. A. S. Carpenter. Site of the former Briggs cabinet 
shop. 

11. Stable building belonging to Stillman French. 
12. House and livery stable of Stillman French. 
13. Residence of Augustus T. Wilder. 
14. Residence of William S. Briggs. 
15. The former Justus Perry residence. 
16. The Neptune Fire engine house. 
17. The Town Hall, erected in 1848. 
18. Small building used for the postoffice from 1861 to 1865. 
19. store building purchased 1:ly Charles Bridgman. It was burned in 

1862. 
20. The Shelly & Savv-yer brick block. Built in 1859 and burned In 1865. 
21. The Colony, white iron front block. Built in 1859 and burned in 1865. 
22. George H. Richards building. Postoffice from 1853 to 1861. Burned 

in 1865. 
23. Law office of Wheeler & Faulkner. Owned by George H. Richards. 
24. Residence of Elbridge G. Whitcomb. 
25. The Kimball house, owned by Thomas M. Edwards. 
26. The Cheshire House. 
27. Cheshire block and Cheshire hall, remodeled in 1859. 
28. The Cooke building, owned by Brigham Nims. 
29. Bakery of Peter B. Hayward. 
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30. The Unitarian Church. 
31 and 32. Dwelling owned by Walter Searle. formerly by Justus Perry. 
33. Cabinet shop of William S. Briggs, formerly the Ames building. 
34. Brick store building owned by Burnap & Hyland. 
35. Water tank of the Cheshire railroad. 
36. Cheshire railroad woodshed. 
37. Residence of Dr. George B. Twitchell. 
38. The old Watson house, owned by the Cheshire Railroad Co. 
39. Passenger station of the Cheshire railroad, bunt in 1847. 
40. Cheshire railroad wood shed. 
41. Water tank of the Cheshire railroad. 
42, 43, 44. Store houses. 
45. Wool house of John H. Fuller, later of Stephen K. Stone. 
46. Brlck store building, owned by the Cheshire Railroad Co. 
47. The Kingsbury block. 
48. Dwelling owned by Charles Lamson. 
49. Stone building owned by Charles Lamson. 
50. Charles Lamson's tannery. 
51. Randall & Wright's brick block, built about 1855. 
52. Cheshire County Bank building, erected in 1856. 
53. Cheshire Bank building, erected in 1847. 
54. The A. & T. Hall building, owned by Caleb T. Buffum. 
55. Brick block owned by John Henry Elliot. 
56. Brick building owned by John Henry Elliot. 
57. Dwelling, late of Albert Kingsbury, owned by Randall & Wright. 
58. Residence of Charles Lamson. 
59. Marble and granite shop. 
60. st. James (Episcopal) Church, erected in 1863. 
6l. The former Richardson tavern, late residence of Nathaniel Dana. 

Owned by Zebediah Kisc. 
62. Building owned by Francis E. Keyes. 
63. Brick block owned by F'rancis E. Keyes. 
64. Ashuelot Bank building. 
65. Brick block of Elbridge G. Whitcomb, late of John Prentiss. 
66. Brick block of Samuel A. Gerould. 
67. South half of the former court house, remodeled and owned by 

Samuel A. Gerould. 
68. North half of the old court house, owned by Dauphin W, Buckrnins-

ter. 
69. Dwelling house of Samuel A. Gerould. 
70. Brick house owned by Charles Keyes, 
71. Court House, built in 1857-8. 
72. Residence of Horatio Kimball, later of George O. Leonard. 
73. The Baptist Church. 
74. George O. Leonard'F; gun F;hop. 
75. The former frame court house, moved here in 1824, burned in 186l. 
76. Band stand. 
77. Flag pole. 
78. First fence of wood built around Central park. 
79. The town well or cistern. 
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1866.-Charles Bridgman bought of Thomas M. Edwards a 
small addition to his lot and built the present Bridgman 
block. F. L. Sprague and others bought of Mr. Edwards 
the land between the Bridgman lot and the town hall and 
built the block now owned by Knowlton & Stone. The 
Town of Keene built a room for the selectmen, now part 
of the office of the Superintendent of water works and 
sewers, with a room over it, by filling the space that was 
left between the new Sprague block and the town hall. 
Rev. William O. Waite sold to the Town of Keene an addi
tion to the town hall lot on the north, a part of the Justus 
Perry homestead. Randall & Wright sold to Lucy Leonard 
the old dwelling and lot in the rear of the Cheshire Bank. 
George Doolittle sold to Fred A. Barker and Curtis E. 
Willard the Cheshire House property and they conveyed 
the same to Morgan J. Sherman, who became the landlord 
of the hotel and continued in that capacity for many years. 
Norris G. Gurnsey bought of Charles Keyes his residence 
on the south side of Winter street. F. W. Beckley bought 
the William S. Briggs house at the south corner of Vernon 
and Washington streets. East end of Centre street land 
out. 

1867.-George H. Richards sold to William P. Wheeler and 
Francis A. Faulkner the brick law office building, formerly 
occupied by Thomas M. Ed wards, and the firm of Wheeler 
& Faulkner continued to occupy it for the same purpose. 
The Keene Congregational Society (Unitarian) enlarged 
and remodeled their church edifice at the corner of Main 
and Church streets. A tower with a tall spire was built at 
the northwest corner and a new tower clock with four 
dials placed therein. D. W. Buckminster sold the building 
at the corner of Central Square and Winter street to E. N. 
& L. W. Cummings. J. G. Warren bought of Augustus T. 
Wilder his residence on Washington street and occupied it 
as a residence. Francis E. Keyes sold to O. H. Gillett the 
lot and building on the north side of West street west of 
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the Keyes store. That is where the block has been recently 
built by Reginald Howe. 

l868.-William S. Briggs sold to Baker .& Wellington the old 
Ames building on the east side of Main street where the 
north part of the Gurnsey block now stands, and Joseph 
M. Hyland sold to N. G. Gurnsey the old brick building at 
the corner of Railroad street, where the south part of the 
same block was erected in 1895. F. L. Sprague sold to 
M. T. Tottingham & Co. his block on the east side of Cen
tral Square, now the 1Inowlton & Stone building. The 
Court Street Congregational Church was built during this 
and the following year. The Elliot building was again re
modeled, the present roof being built and St. John '8 hall 
enlarged for the use of the Masonic fraternity. 

1869.-George II. Richards sold to Elisha F. Lane and Mr. Lane 
to the Cheshire Provident Institution, the lot at the corner 
of Central Square and Roxbury street. John Henry Elliot 
bought of Robert P. Leonard the Lucy Leonard lot in the 
rear of the Cheshire National Bank, Mr. Leonard reserving 
the old dwelling house standing on it, which was taken 
down and erected on Douglass street. The outside was 
never finished, showing the rough boarding. It was after
wards destroyed by fire. Mr. Elliot built on the former 
Leonard premises, at that time or soon after, the present 
brick building, connecting it with the building facing 
West street which he bought of Amos C. Greely in 1857. 
The old Methodist meeting house had recently been moved 
to the east side of Court street and was being used by the 
Court Street Congregational Society for their services dur
ing the erection of their new church. It was afterwards 
moved to the north side of Vernon street and became the 
Bethany Pentecostal Church. A part of Vernon street, 
from Court street easterly, was laid out this year. Dr. G. 
C. Hill bought the former Abijah Wilder house on the north 
side of Winter street which he used as a residence. The 
house was said to have formerly stood at the north side of 
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the common, east of the meeting house. When the Court 
house was enlarged it was moved to Church street. 

1870.-Henry C. Handerson was appointed postmaster, the of
fice being continued in the Elliot building on the south side 
of West street. The Bank and Colony blocks on the east 
side of Central Square were built this year. When nearly 
completed one of the most severe earthquakes ever felt in 
this vicinity occurred, which made the buildings tremble 
so violently that the workmen rushed outside, and looked 
back as if to see the buildings fall. The introduction of 
water from Goose pond, commenced in 1869, was complet
ed, and the old town well or cistern at the head of Main 
street, being of no further use, was soon filled. A band 
stand was afterwards erected in the site, which stood ror 
many years. 

1871.-The Soldiers monument was erected this year. Farnum 
F. I..Iane bought the building at the corner of Central 
Square and Winter street, formerly the north half of the 
old court house. It was held by him and his heirs until 
recently sold to C. Gale Shedd. Railroad street was laid 
out as a public highway. It had previously been a passage 
or right of way established by Eliphalet Briggs to his prop
erty east of Main street. 

1872.-Robert C. Shelly sold to Edwin Parks and he to Elbridge 
Clarke, the house on the west side of Washington street, 
afterwards used by him as a residence. The Baptist Soci
ety bought the Abijah Wilder homestead on Cour'!; street 
at the corner of Vernon. 

1873.--Joseph G. Warren completed his brick block on Wash
ington street, commenced in 1872. 

1874.-The city government was organized this year. The new 
Baptist church was built on the Wilder lot on Court street. 
Dr. George B. Twitchell sold to the railroad company his 
honse on Main street. The house was soon afterwards 
moved to the rear of No. 96 Main street, on what is now 
called Cypress court, and used for business purposes. The 
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railroad company built an engine house on the Twitchell 
lot, now (1927) used for a garage. The Keene Public 
Library was established. Henry C. Handerson, the post
master, died and was succeeded in the office by his widow, 
Lydia M. Handerson. A mechanical fire alarm was at
tached to the bell of the city hall building. Vernon street 
was extended to Washington street. Dr. Twitchell bought 
of Thomas 1\1. Edwards a house lot on the north side of 
Roxbury street. 

1875.-Dr. Twitchell built his new house on Roxbury street, 
. now the Odd Fellows building. The old ell of the Cheshire 
house was taken down and a new block, built of wood, on 
the south side of Roxbury street. Mrs. Lydia M. Hander
son died and Dr. Thomas E. Hatch was appointed acting 
postmaster. Center street extended to School street. 

1876.--The new High school building, now the Juni9r High, 
on Winter street was erected on the site of the old Acad
emy building which was constructed in 1836, and had been 
occupied by the High school since 1853. The High school 
was kept in the city hall during the erection of the new 
building. Asa Smith was appointed postmaster. 

1877.~-The old dwelling house on the Lamson property on the 
west side of Main street was moved to the rear and the 
present Lamson block erected in its place. The old house 
continued to be used as a dwelling until 1903, when it was 
taken down. The Keene Public Library was moved from 
the Colony block to Warrens block. 

1878.-The First Congregational Society bought the property 
on the east side of Court street where the brick block now 
stands. The lot was formerly occupied by the cabinet shop 
of Abijah Wilder. 

1879.-A new mechanical fire alarm striker was attached to the 
bell on the city hall building. 

1880.-Clarke's block at the north side of Central Square, in
cluding the old Albe Cady house which was built soon 
after 1800, was nearly destroyed by fire. The present block 
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was built, and Liberty Hall which then occupied the third 
story of the building was dedicated. The city hall was 
enlarged and remodeled. An addition for a new room was 
built at the north end, the roof raised, tower extended, and 
a stage and balcony added. The city bought of Reuben 
Stewart, who had recently purchased it of the Baptist So
ciety, the west part of the land on Vernon street, now occu
pied by the fire department. The Deluge engine house was 
moved from St. Jam~s street to this lot. Fisher Kirk and 
Sewall bought the' store lot on the north side of West 
street formerly occupied by O. H. Gillett, where the new 
Howe block has been built this year, 1927. 

1881.-The Public Library was moved to the new room built in 
1880, at the north end of the City hall building. A large 
factory building was erected in the rear of the Lamson 
block, replacing the old tannery building that had stood 
there for nearly one hundred years. The factory building 
remained until taken down to make room for the Latchis 
theatre. 

1882.-The brick building on the ""vest side of Main street, 
formerly occupied by the Keene Five Cent Savings Bank, 
now by the jewelry store of Frank F. Stearns, was erected, 
replacing the old Lamson store building that was built dur
ing the early part oE the last century. The heirs of Peter 
B. Haywal'd conveyed to George O. Hayward the bakery 
property at the corner of Main and Church streets. 

l883.-Charles H. Stone bought of M. T. Tottingham & Co. their 
brick block next south of the city hall. The wooden block 
on the south side of Roxbury street, belonging to the 
Cheshire House property, was burned in August, and the 
present east wing of the Cheshire House built. 

l884.-The City of Keene bought of the Baptist Society and of 
David M. Nichols, lands on the south side of Vernon street 
as additions to the fire department lot. 
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1885.-The First Congregational Church block on Court street 
was built. The old Wilder cabinet shop that stood on the 
premises was moved to the rear, and was the most north
erly of the two buildings that were removed in 1924 when 
the new parish house was built. George O. Hayward sold 
to N. G. Gurnsey & Sons the bakery property at the corner 
of Main and Church streets. The Cheshire Provident In
stitution bought of J. T. Colony and others the brick office 
building on Roxbury street, formerly the law office of 
Thomas M. Edwards and Wheeler & Faulkner, and built 
an addition to the bank block. The postoffice, which had 
occupied the adjoining store on the west, was moved to the 
new building, where it remained until removed to the Rus
sell block in 1896. An additional story was built on the 
Keene National bank building, now Tierney's block. The 
Stevens fire alarm system was installed. A new building 
for the fire department was erected on Vernon street. 

1886.-The new armory for the Keene Light Guards on Winter 
street was dedicated. It was formerly the Baptist meeting
house, built in 1839, with an addition on the north end 
extending to Center street. The Ashuelot Bank building 
was remodeled and a third story added. A third story was 
added to the Cheshire National bank building and other 
alterations made. Ormond E. Colony was appointed post
master. 

1890.-Rev. William O. White sold cO Henry O. Coolidge, and 
Mr. Coolidge conveyed to the City of Keene the old Perry 
homestead on tlle east side of Washington street, for li
brary and park purposes. Caleb T. Buffum built the pres
ent Buffum block on the west side of Main street, removing 
the old A. & T. Hall building that was erected by Moses 
Johnson about 1792. Vernon street was widened to better 
accommodate the fire department. Fred E. Barrett was 
appointed postmaster. 
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1891.-Elisha F. Lane bought of Brigham Nims the old Noah 
Cooke building and lot on the east side of Main street, 
south of the Cheshire House, and built the present brick 
building on that site. The south wing of the Cheshire 
house was again remodeled, the present front being built 
and the old Cheshire hall divided into rooms for hotel use. 
J. Fred Whitcomb, administrator of the estate of Mrs. Har
vey A. Bill, sold to Charles L. Russell the Bill homestead 
on West street. 

1892.-Charles L. Russell conveyed to the Young Mens Chris
tian Association the Bill property on West street. 'I'he 
park in Central Square was enlarged a few feet at the 
south end, and with the adjoining portions of Central 
Square, filled and regraded. Concrete walks were laid in 
the park and granite paving around it. The fire station on 
Vernon street was enlarged. Main street was widened on 
the west side, and the line and grade established from West 
street to the railroad. The Sentinel Printing Co. purchased 
of the Young Mens Christian Association, who had bought 
it of the Railroad Co. in 1890, the old brick store and lot 
north of the passenger station. 

1893.-The Sentinel building was erected this year and also
that of the Young Mens Christian Association, the latter 
replacing the old Richardson tavern that was built about 
1773, and later known as the Bill homestead. 

1894.-The Keene Congregational Society (Unitarian) sold to 
Elisha F. Lane their lot at the corner of Main and Church 
streets, and Mr. Lane built the E. F. L. bl~ck. The society 
had purchased the old Dorr lot on Washington street in 
1892, and erected the present stone church building this 
year. N. G. Gurnsey & Sons removed the old Ames build
ing and built the north part of the Gurnsey block. Main 
street was widened and the line and grade established on 
the east side from Church to Railroad streets. The lIol! 
brook Grocery Co. erected their warehouse on the east side 
of St. James street. 
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1895.-The Russell block at the corner of Central Square and 
West street was built, replacing the old Keyes block built 
in 1833. The south part of the Gurnsey block was built on 
the site of the old Moses' Johnson store and former resi
dence of the elder Governor Samuel Dinsmoor and the 
birthplace of the younger governor. It was built prior to 
the year 1800. Fred A. Barker was appointed postmaster. 
A small addition was made to the rear of the city hall build
ing to enlarge the office of the superintendent of water 
work;; and sewers. The Keene National bank sold its 
building on the west side-of Main street to John C. Tierney 
and moved their banking rooms to the north room III the 
E. F. L. block which they have just vacated, (1927). 

RBFERENCES TO MAP NO.7, 1865 TO 1896 
No. 

1. First Congregational Church. 
2. Clarke's block. 
3. Ball's block. 
4. Dwelling. 
5. Dwelling, formerly Abiiah Wilder's cabinet shop. 
6. Brick block owned by the First Congregational Society. built in lS85. 
7: Baptist Church, built in 1874. 
8. Baptist parsonage. 
SA. Second Congregational Church, built in 1868. 
9. Keene Fire Department bundng, erected in 1885 and enlarged in 1892. 

10. Former Deluge engine house, moved here. 
11. Residence of William S. Briggs. 
12. Residence of Joseph G. Warren. 
13. Livery stable. 
14. A one story building occupied by David Russell as a carriage and 

sleigh salesroom. 
15. BuHding used 1n connection with the livery stable. 
16. Warren's block, built in 1873. 
17. Residence of Dr. A. S. Carpenter. 
18. Residence of Robert C. Shelly and later of Ervin J. Davis. 
19. The former Justus Perry residence. 
20. The City Hall. 
21. Charles H. Stones block, built in 1866. 
22. Bridgman's block, built in 1866. 
23. The Colony block~ built in 1870. 
;'4. Building of the Cheshire Provident Institution, built in 1S70. An 

addition on the east was built in 1885. 
25. The Elbridge C. Whitcomb house. 
26. The old Kimball house. 
27. Residence of Dr. George B. Twitchell, built in 1875. 
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28. Buildings belonging to the Cheshire House, moved here from Court 
street. 

29. The Cheshire House. 
29A. Cheshire House block, built in 1883. 
30. South wing of the Cheshire House. 
31. Elisha F. Lane's upper block, built in 1891. 
32. Bakery of P. B. Hayward & Co. 
33. Cheshire House stables. 
34. Livery stable of F. C. & L. A. Nims. 
35. Brick block of F. P. Duffy. 
36. Elisha F. Lane's E. F. L. block, built in 1894. 
37. Two Dwellings, owned by Walter Searle. 
38. Large frame building used for an Armory. 
39. Blacksmith shop of Young Jones. Moved here from the corner of 

Main and Marlboro streets. 
40. Buildings of the J. & F. French & Co.'s. carriage and sleigh manu-

factory. 
41. Building owned by John M. Barry. 
42, 43. Marble and granite works of Camille Gonyou. 
44. The Gurnsey block, built in 1894, '95. 
45. Woodsheds of the Cheshire railroad. 
46. Water tanks of the Cheshire railroad. 
47. Boston & Maine engine house, built in 1874 near the site of the Dr. 

Twitchell house. 
48. The former Daniel Watson house, owned by the Cheshire Railroad 

Company. 
49. The passenger station of the Cheshire railroad. 
50. The Sentinel block, built in 1893. 
51. Warehouse of J. Cushing & Co., grain merchants. 
52, 53. Store houses. 
54. Warehouse of D. L. Pollard & Co. 
55. Warehouse of the Holbrook Grocery Company. 
56. Factory building owned by the Griffin estate, built in 1881. 
57. Former Lamson dwelling, moved back from Main street. 
58. The old Kingsbury block. 
59. The Lamson block, built in 1877. 
60. The Five Cent Savings Bank block, built in 1882, owned by the 

Griffin estate. . 
61. Part of the former Lamson tannery. Used as a stable. 
62. Wright's block. 
63. Tierney's block. 
64. Cheshire National Bank block. 
65. The Buffum block, built in 1890. 
66. St. Johns block, owned by the heirs of John Henry Elliot. 
67. Brick store building, owned by the Elliot estate. 
68. St. James Church. 
69. Former Lamson house, residence of Gen. S. G. Griffin. 
70. The Young Mens Christian Ass'n building, erected in 1893. 
71. Fisher, Kirk & Sewall's building. 
72. The Russell block, built in 1895. Postoffice from 1896 to 1911. 
73. Ashuelot National Bank. 
74. The Whitcomb block. 
75. The Gerould block. 



ANNUAL REPORT 129 

76. Block owned by S. A. GerouId. 
77. Block owned by Farnum F. Lane. 
78. Dwelling house owned by Samuel A. Gerould. 
79. Residence of Norris G. Gurnsey, 
80. The Court House. 
81. Residence of Dr. Gardner C. Hill. 
82. Former Baptist Church, owned by Caleb T. Buffum. 
83. Addition to the Baptist church, used as an armory. 
84. Former Leonard gun shop, moved here for a dwelling. 
85. The Barker block, built about 1870. 
86. Grace Methodist Church, built in 1869 on the site of the former 

church, built in 1852, moved to Vernon street. 
87. The Allan Ingersoll fountain, erected in 1896, removed in 1913. 
89. A flag pole, removed in 1877 after standing several years. 
90. Band stand on the site of the old town well or cistern. 
91. Watering trough, erected in 1870. 
92. Drinking fountain, erected about 1870. 

1896.-A fountain, called the Ingersoll fountain, was erected in 
the park on Central Square from funds left by the will of 
Caroline H. Ingersoll in memory of her brother, Allan H. 
Ingersoll. It remained there about eighteen years when 
it was removed. 'l'he postoffice was moved from the Bank 
block to the Russell building at the corner of West street. 
An addition was made to the rear of the Cheshire National 
bank building. 'l'he east line of Main street was established 
from Roxbury street to Church street, and the roadway 
from Central Square to the railroad graded and a macadam 
pa vement laid. 

1897.-Charles A. Jones built the large building for manufac
turing purposes on Church, Wells and Railroad streets, re
placing the old buildings formerly used as a carriage man
ufactory by J. & F. French. 

1898.-Jerry P. Wellman was appointed postmaster. E. F. Lane 
erected a small brick building for a store on the south side 
of Church street, east of the E. F. L. block. 

1899.-Elisha F. Lane built a large extension on the east end 
of his upper block on the east side of Main street. 'l'he 
Thayer library building, formerly the residence of Henry 
Colony, was completed and the Keene Public Library 
moved from its former location in the north store in the 
city hall building to it. 
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1900.-The Keene Electric Railway from Marlboro to West 
Keene was built. E. F. Lane bought of N. G. Gurnsey & 
Sons, the west part of their Bakery property, fronting on 
Main street, and Messrs. Gurnsey & Sons built their new 
bakery on the east part of their lot, on the north side of 
Church street, and moved their bakery into it. The bakery 
had been established in its former place since 1816. The 
Abbott Grocery Co. built a large addition to their ware
house on Railroad square, that they had occupied since 
1890. 

1901.-E. F. Lane built his brick block on the corner of Main 
and Church streets, where the bakery formerly stood. He 
also built a brick building on his Cooke lot on the east end 
of his upper block. The heirs of George Kingsbury sold to 
William P. Chamberlain the Kingsbury building on the 
west side of Main street. The property had been owned by 
the Kingsbury family since 1814. Mr. Chamberlain bought 
of Margaret L. Griffin a small piece of the Lamson land to 
enlarge his lot on the west. Mrs. F. A. Corey built the 
Corey block on the south side of Vernon street. 

1904.-William P. Chamberlain & Co. bought of the heirs of 
Samuel A. Gerould their property on Central Square and 
Winter street and erected the Chamberlain block. A. H. 
Bruder bought of William P. Chamberlain the Kingsbury 
property on the west side of Main street and Mr. Bruder 
built a brick addition to the west end of the old Kingsbury 
building. A new band stand was built at the north end of 
Main street on the site of the old one removed a few years 
before. The Odd Fellows Association bought the Dr. 
George B. Twitchell homestead on Roxbury street and re
modeled the house for their use. Wil~ey hall was built in 
connection with the old house. 

1906.-The heirs of Elbridge Clarke sold the Clarke property 
on the north side of Central Square, and the house on the 
west side of Washington street to J. Whitney Buckminster, 
Adolf W. Pressler and Ervin J. Davis. 
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1907.-A part of the old Lamson property, belonging to the 
heirs of :Margaret L. Griffin, was purchased by the Federal 
Government as a site for a post office building. A street 
(Federal street including part of Lamson street) was laid 
out southerly and westerly from West to St. James street, 
passing through the old tannery building that was built by 
William Lamson in 1787, which was removed. As the first 
postoffice established in Keene was in the old Richardson 
tavern on the site of the present Y. JYI. C. A. building, the 
new site will be diI:ectly opposite. 

1910.-The old Lamson house on West street was demolished 
preparatory to the erection of the new postoffice. Ben O. 
Aldrich was appointed postmaster in the place of Jerry P. 
Wellman who had resigned. The new railway station was 
erected and the former station which was built in 1847, re
moved. Charles L. Griffin and others sold to the Nims 
Brothers a piece of land at the corner of West and Federal 
streets. Central Square was re-graded and a new pave
ment of vitrified brick laid. 

1911.-The new Federal building for the postoffice was erected 
on the site of the former Lamson house. )Jims Brothers 
built a new brick block for stores and offices on their new 
lot at the corner of West and Federal streets. Lamson 
street was extended t.o Main street. rrhe house on Winter 
street formerly occupied by Dr. G. C. Hill was removed and 
an extension of the Court House towards the west com
menced. 

1912.-'I'he erection of the new High School building on the 
Coolidge, or former Perry lot, was commenced. The Citi
zens National Bank and the Keene Savings Bank fitted up 
new quarters in the Russell block recently vacated by the 
post office. The Court house extension was completed this 
year. The heirs of John Henry Elliot bought of the Lam
son estate a tract of land on the east side of Federal street, 
south of the new Nims building. Ornamental lights were 
placed around the Common on Central Square. 
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1913.---The land of Mrs. Mary Elliot, formerly the Edwards 
land, in the rear of the City Hall was purchased by the 
city as an addition to the City Hall lot, and new buildings 
erccted on it for the use of Water and Sewer and the High
way departments. The Ingersoll fountain, erected in the 
park in 1896 was removed. A brick pavement was laid on 
West street from Central Square to St. James street. 

1915.-About this time the Elliot block was built on the east 
side of Federal street. 

1920.-Charles L. Griffin and. others sold to Henry Swan the 
two Lamson blocks and all adjoining land formerly belong
ing to the Lamson estate on the west side of Main street, 
and Mr. Swan sold to Fred O. Whipple the block and land 
immediately north of Lamson street, between Main and 
Federal streets. 

1921.-Elisha F. Lane sold to Charles C. Baldwin the northerly 
part of the former Laton Martin property on the west side 
of Main street. The heirs of Leonard Wright sold to Roy 
V. Whitney the Wright block on the west side of Main 
street. 

1922.-Henry Swan sold to Demetrius Latchis the Lamson block 
and land west of it, being part of the Lamson estate which 
he purchased in 1920. He also sold to Arthur B. Nims the 
land north of Lamson street and west of Federal, where 
Mr. Nims erected the brick building now occupied by the 
Nim"l Plumbing Co. Flora B. Shepardson sold to F. A. Put
nam & Co. the frame building on the north side of West 
street east of the Y. M. C. A. building, formerly owned by 
her father, James B. Fisher and occupied by .l!~isher, Kirk 
& Sewall dealers in stoves and tinware. 

1923.-Charles C. Baldwin removed the old Laton Martin house 
on the west side of Main street which was built by the Hon. 
Peleg Sprague in 1795, and erected the Colonial theatre. 
Demetrius Latchis removed the old factory building in the 
rear of the Lamson block and built the Latchis theatre. 
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1924.-Additional land was purchased at the east end of the 
school lot and a large addition to the High School building 
erected. The Ashuelot and the Citizens National Banks 
combined under the name of the Ashuelot, Citizens Nation
al Bank, and bought the Russell block at the corner of Cen
tral Square and West street. The Keene Savings Bank 
bought the former Ashuelot Bank building. The Cheshire 
National Bank erected a new front and made other im
provements to their Bank building. The First Congrega
tional Society built a new Parish house on Court Square, 
in the rear of their 'church, removing the two old Wilder 
buildings that had occupied the site for many years. 
Charles C. Baldwin sold to Demetrius Latchis the Colonial 
theatre. Fred E. Howe sold to Carl F. Bloomer the old 
Armory building on the north side of Winter street, form
erly the Baptist Church. The new Soldiers monument and 
flag pole was erected at the north end of Main street. 

1925.-The Keene Savings Bank put on a new front and other
wise improved the old Ashuelot Bank building which they 
purchased in 1924. The Ashuelot, Citizens Bank also put 
a new front and remodeled its banking rooms in the Rus
sell block. The Cheshire County Savings Bank also re
modeled the banking rooms in the Bank block. Bloomer & 
Haselton re-fitted the Armory on Winter street for store 
purposes and later built an addition on the east side for 
the same purpose. The heirs of Elbridge G. Whitcomb 
sold to Morris Medvidosky the former Whitcomb home
stead on Roxbury street and Mr. Medvidosky enlarged the 
house making two stores. F. A. Putnam & Co. sold the 
premises on the north side of West street, which they pur
chased in 1922, to George G. Doueoumes. New and bril
liant street lights were installed around Central Square and 
on the adjacent parts of the radiating streets. 

1926.-The Keene Fire Department building on Vernon street . 
was badly damaged by fire. It was rebuilt on an enlarged 
and improved plan. The Keene National Bank purchased 
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of the Keene Gas & Electric Co. the old frame building and 
lot on the north side of Central Square, east of the church. 
The old building was taken down and the erection of a 
modern bank building commenced. Charles Gale Shedd 
bought of the heirs of the Farnum F. Lane estate the build
ing which he had occupied at the corner of Central Square 
and Winter street. This building is the north half of the 
old Court House built in 1824. Reginald Howe sold to John 
Elliot the Buffum block on the west side of Main street 
which he had received as a share of the estate of Caleb T. 
Buffum. The Keene Gas' & Electric Co. was sold to the 
Public Service Company of New Hampshire. Frank J. 
Bennett built the Bennett block on the west side of Wash
ington street. 

1927.-Reginald Howe bought of George J. Doucoumes the 
old frame building and lot on the north side of West street 
east of the Y. M. C. A. building, which he removed and 
erected the Howe block. The heirs of Elbridge C. Whit
comb conveyed all the remaining title to the Whitcomb 
block on the west side of Central Square to J. Fred Whit
comb. The heirs of Mrs. George Ball conveyed to Robert 
F. Carroll and Frank M. Wilder the Ball block on the north 
side of Central Square. The Gurnsey block at the corner 
of Main and Railroad streets was conveyed to J. J. New
berry & Co. 

1928.-The City Hall was remodeled. The former stores were 
converted into city offices and a comfort station installe.d 
in the basement. The awning was removed and the exter
ior cleaned and re-finished. 

No. 

REFERENCES TO MAP NO.8, 1896 TO 1927 
With an index to dates under which, in the accompanying 

text, the establishment and development of the various lots and 
buildings can be traced. 

1. First Congregational Church or "Meetinghouse." 1754, 1773, '84, '88, 
'88, '92, '94, 1828, '30, '40, '59. 

2. Keene National Bank, 1926. 
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MAP No B 1896 To 1927 
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3. Public Service Company of New Hampshire, block, 1799, 1808, '25, '27, 
'28, '39, '48, '57, '80, 1906, '26. 

4. Ball's block, owned by Carroll & Wilder, 1821, '27, '28, '49, '63, 1927. 
5. First Congregational Parish House, 1924. 
6. Former First Church block, owned by Frank Huntress. 1828, '78, '85. 
7. Baptist Church, 1872, '74. 
8. Baptist parsonage, formerly the residence of Abijah Wilder, Jr. 
9. Court street Congregatlonal Church, formerly the Second Congre-

gational, 1868. 
10. Building of the Keene Fire Department, 1880, '84, '85, '92, 1926. 
lOA. The Corey block, 1901. 
11. Former residence of F. A. Corey, now Dr. Tighe, 1846, '66. 
12. Store of Leon M. Willard, electrician, 1835, '44, '67. 
13. The Bennett block, 1803, '06, '30, '34, '65, 1926. 
14. The Warren block, 1793, 1844, '46, '65, '73. 
15. Former Dr. Carpenter house, owned by the Pub. Service Co. of N. H. 

1814, '23, '30, '46, '59. 
16. Former residence of Ervin J. Davis, owned by the Pub. Service Co. 

of N. H. 1799, 1807, '11, '14, '26, '46, '49, '72. 
17. High School building, 1912, '24. 
18. The City Hall, 1785, '97, 1800, '07, '17, '21, '46, '47, '48, '64, '65, '66, '74, 

'79, '80, '95, 1928, 
19. The Knowlton & Stone block, 1866, '68, '83. 
20, The Bridgman block, 1800, '59, '62, '66. 
21. The Colony block, 1799, 1815, '58, '59, '64, '65, '70, 
22. The Cheshire County Savings Bank building, 1815, '16, '17, '27, '51, '65, 

'69, '70. 
23. Residence and store owned by Morris Medvidofsky, 1838, '55,1925. 
24, Store building, formerly the Kimball house, owned by James T. 

Melvin, 1841, '50. 
25. Brick store of James T. Melvin. 
26. Store house of Knowlton & stone. 
27. Building occupied by the Water & Sewer department, 1913. 
28. Office of the Keene Highway Department, 1913. 
29. Garages. 
30. Odd Fellows building and Wildey hall, former residence of Dr. 

George B. Twitchell, 1874, '75, 1904. 
31. Cheshire House, owned by the heirs of Peter B. Hayward. 1786, '90, 

'95. 1808, '11, '14, '19, '22, '25, '36, '37, '51, '59, '63, '66. 
32. Cheshire House block. 1875, '83. 
33, 34. . Store buildings belonging to the Cheshire House. Moved here 

from Court street. 
35. Garage, former livery stable of F. C. & L. A. Nims. 
36. South wing of the Cheshire House. 1786, '90, '91, '95, '99, 1808, '11. 

'15, '16, '38, '53, '56, '59, '63, '66, '91. 
37. The upper Elisha F. Lane blOCk, 1786, 1806, '08, '58, '91, '99: 1901. 
38. Addition to the Lane block. 
39. Garage of Guy Fairfield. 
40. Brick block erected by Elisha F. Lane on the site of the former 

bakery bUilding. 1806, '07, '16, '51, '55, '82, '85, 1900, '01. 
41. Bakery of Gurnsey Brothers & Co. 1900. 
42. The Duffy block. 
43. The E. F. L. block, owned by the E. F. Lane estate 1829, '67, '94. 
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44. The Gurnsey block. 1797, '98, 1801, '06, '28, '36, '46, '63, '64, '68, 
'94, '95, 1927. 

45. Brick store building, erected by Elisha F. Lane, 1898. 
46. The Ferdinand Petts block, moved from the rear of the lot. 
47. Blacksmith shop. This was formerly the Freeman shop at the corner 

of Main and Marlboro streets. 
48. Building formerly part of the J. & F. French carriage manufactory. 

Later the Majestic theatre. 
49. Brick factory built by Charles A. Jones, 1897, now owned by the 

Fitch Motor Co. 
50. Store building, formerly of John M. Barry. 
51. Marble and granite works of Harry H. Spaulding. 
52. Garage of Perley F. Safford. Site of the former Dr. Twitchell house. 

1797, 1813, '74. 
53. The Crystal Cafe, formerly the Daniel Watson house, 1785, '95, 1839, 

'41, '46. 
54. The American Express office. 
55. The Boston & Maine passenger station. 1734, 1804, '15, '18, '45, '46, 

'47, 1910. 
56. Brick block of the Sentinel Printing Co. 1806, '11, '18, '25, '29, '34, 

'35, '46, '92, '93. 
57. Warehouse of J. Cushing & Co., grain merchants. 
58. Storehouse. 
59. Warehouse of the Abbott Grocery Co. 1900. 
60. The Bruder block, formerly the Kingsbury building. 1806, '12, '14, 

1901, '04. 
61. The Lamson block, owned by Demetrius Latchis. 1814, '77, 1920, '22. 
62. The Latchis theatre, 1923. 
63. Warehouse of ·the Holbrook Grocery Co. 1894. 
64. Former Five Cent Savings Bank block, owned by Fred O. Whipple. 

1882, 1920. 
65. The former Wright block, now owned by Roy V. Whitney. 1792, 1838, 

'54, 55, '59, '65, 1921. 
66. Tierney's block, 1855, '85, '95. 
67. The Cheshire National Bank building. 1804, '15, '23, '33, '46, '47, '86, 

'96, 1924. 
68. The Buffum block, owned by John Elliot. Site of the old A. & T. 

Hall store. 1792, 1802, '15, '55, '60, '90, 1926. 
69. The St. John block, owned by the Elliot heirs. 1773, 1814, '15, '60, '68. 
70. Store building owned by the Elliots. 1814, '15, '55, '57. 
71. Brick block of L. A. & F. C. Nims, 1910. 
72. Brick building of the Elliot estate, 1792, 1815, '55, '63, '65, '66, '69, 

1912, '15. 
73. Building of the Nims Plumbing Company, 1920, '22. 
74. The U. S. PostofIice building, site of the former Lamson and Griffin 

house. 1801, '04, '40, 1907, '11. 
75. St. James (Episcopal) Church and Parish house. 1770, 1860, '63. 
76. The Russell block, post office from 1896 to 1911. 1832, '33, '95, 1912, 

'24, '25. 
77. The Keene Savings Bank building, formerly of the Ashuelot Na

tional Bank. 1833, '86, 1924, '25. 
78. Reginald Howe's block. 1840, '44, '56, '60, '67, '80, 1922, '25, '27. 
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79. The Young Mens Christian Association building, site of the old 
Richardson tavern. 1773, 1820, '39, '42, '46, '91, '92, '93. 

80. The Whitcomb block,formerly of John Prentiss. 1824, '25, '35, '42, 
'58, 1927. 

81. The Chamberlain block, site of the former Gerould building. 1824, 
'25, '28, '35, 1904. 

82. Brick building occupied by G. H. Tilden & Co., south half of the 
former court house. 1808, '09, '24, '40, '48, '57, 1904. 

83. Former Lane block, now owned by Charles G. Shedd, north half of 
the former court house. 1808, '09, '24, '40, '48, '60, '67, '71, 1926. 

84. Former residence of Norris G. Gurnsey, 1846, '47, '66. 
85. The Court House, 1788, '96, 1808, '32, '40, '48, '57, '58, 1911, '12. 
86. Former Baptist Church, later the Armory, now owned by Carl F. 

Bloomer, 1832, '39, '86, 1924, '26. 
87. Dwelling, former Leonard's gun shop moved here. 
88. The Barker block, 1861, '70. . 
89. Grace Methodist Church, 1852, '69. 
90. The Soldiers Monument, 1871. 
91. Soldiers memorial of the World war, 1924. 
Central Square or the Common. 1737, '61, '70, '86, '88, '89, 1820, '24, '28, 

'44, '51, '56, 1910, '12, '13, '25. 
Center street, 1866, '75. 
Church street, 1754, 1806, '11. 
Court street, 1796, '99, 1805, '08, '28. 
Federal street, 1907. 
Lamson street, 1907, '11. 
Main street, 1734, '36, '38, '54, '61, '75, '99, 1892, '94, '96. 
Railroad street, 1846, '71. 
Roxbury street, 1754, '95, 1804, '06. 
Vernon street, 1869, '74, '90. 
Washington street, 1754,'95, 1805, '06. 
West street, 1740, '73, '85, 1828, 1913. 
Winter street, 1832. 
Piety lane, 1773. 
Elea.sa.nt. atreet, 1773, '85. 
Poverty lane, 1740, '54, '73. 
Prison street, 1785. 
The Green, 1775, "88. 
Coolidge park, 1787, '94, '95, 1803, '16, '63, '90. 
The old Center schoolhouse, 1793, 1844, '46. 
The old Court house and town hall, 1788, '96, 1808, '09, '24. 
The old Cheshire bank, 1803, '04. 
Old fire societies and engine house, 1809, '22, '29, '47. 
The old horse sheds, 1789, 1820, '21, '28. 
The old causeway and town brook, 1740, '54, '61, 1805. 
The old jail or "Gaol," 1785, 1833. 
Public library, 1874, '77, '81, '99. 
Postoffices and postmasters, 1791, '94, '99, 1802, '08, '11, '13, '18 '25 '33 
~~~~~m.~~~~.~~~~~ 1907, 1911.' , , , , , , , , , , , 
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