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IAQ
(Infrequently Asked Question)

Supporting middle neighborhoods can preserve the local 
property tax base making it possible for municipalities to provide 

additional resources to low-and-moderate-income people and 
preserve a ladder to places of opportunity for tomorrow’s middle 

class.

Middle neighborhoods are places where home prices are 
generally affordable to the average household. But, these 
neighborhoods are often on the edge between growth and 

decline.

What is a “middle neighborhood”
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Goal
To improve the future of Keene’s middle neighborhoods.

• Renovate buildings to resolve housing/safety deficiencies and improve the 
curb appeal

• Identify up to 100 properties (to gain purchasing advantages) and begin 
renovations in 2021.

• Improve energy efficiency (meet a Homescore of seven or better)

• Improve City streetscapes, parking, pedestrian access and lighting.

• Create home ownership and owner-occupancy opportunity in 
neighborhoods that have become predominately rental. 

• Enhance walkable neighborhoods around downtown. 



An “ounce of prevention” neighborhood stabilization strategy. 

• Develop partnerships with local and statewide 
agencies and utilities for funding and project 
management opportunities

• Identify properties that need repair and owners 
who want to participate

• Carry out renovations using a project manager and 
local contractors



Capitalize upon the city’s investment in the 
former Carpenter Street Field (soon to be 
the Pat Russell Park) as a cornerstone of 
the project.



• Broad scale improvements that draw 
investment, improve housing and 
opportunity for  Keene’s residents

• Reinforce strong and safe neighborhoods

• More owner-occupied homes

• Reduce the Carbon Footprint and 
promote renewable energy

• Contributes to the City’s Tax Base.

Results



Possible Partners and Funding

SCS Weatherization
Local Banks & Businesses
Energy/Utility providers
Community Development Finance Authority
New Housing Housing
Keene State College



Next Steps
Partnership and funding agreements
Create an RFP to select a consultant
Contact Property owners to assist in program


