
BALLOT QUESTION FAQ’s 

On the November 2, 2021, Municipal General Ballot, there is a ballot question that 
would amend Section 2 of the Keene City Charter.  The following FAQ is provided for 
the benefit of Keene’s voters as they consider that ballot question. 
 
1.         What is redistricting? 
 
Redistricting is the process of drawing boundaries for electoral and political districts in 
the U.S. and is usually required every ten years after the population census is 
completed.  The objective of redistricting is to ensure that the population in each district 
is reasonably equal. Redistricting impacts the specific location of the district where an 
eligible voter can vote for Federal, State and County Offices.  At the local level, 
redistricting impacts Ward Councilors and election officials. 
 
2.         Why is the Charter amendment being proposed?  
 
The U.S. Census Bureau traditionally provides the redistricting data by March 31, but 
because of the pandemic, the data that was necessary to determine any population 
deviations between the City’s wards was not received until September 30.   The present 
ward boundaries are contained in the City Charter.  There was not sufficient time to 
determine what population changes were necessary, insert the new boundary ward 
descriptions into the Charter, and to follow the required statutory notice timelines prior to 
the November 2nd election.   
 
3.         What does the Charter amendment change? 
 
A solution to this delay was to propose a charter amendment that would remove the 
ward descriptions of the City’s five wards from the City Charter.  The amendment 
proposes that in order to comply with any Constitutional requirement to equalize ward 
populations, that the City Council shall have the authority to adjust ward boundaries to 
address population deviations after a Public Hearing before the City Council.  This 
authority to redistrict can only occur in response to a Constitutional requirement, which 
occurs every 10 years.   Finally, the Charter amendment provides that notwithstanding 
any changes in the ward boundaries, the elected ward officers in office at the time of the 
redistricting of city wards shall continue in said offices until the end of the terms for 
which they were elected.  This change in the authority to redistrict ward lines would 
remain in the City Code unless placed back into the City Charter.  
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