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Tuesday, January 15, 2019
Blastos Room at Keene Ice

380 Marlboro Street, Keene, NH

Public Informational Meeting

Building streets that are safe, livable, and welcoming to everyone.

Keene Complete Streets



Keene Complete Streets

Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project
Project Team

City of Keene
Kurt Blomquist, Public Works Director 

Brett Rusnock, Project Manager

Donald Lussier, City Engineer

DuBois & King
Nick Sceggell, Project Manager

Chuck Goodling, Project Director

Lucy Gibson, Transportation Engineer
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Project Limits
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Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

 ♦ Purpose: Update utilities under Marlboro Street

 ♦ Timing: Construction estimated for May - Novemeber 2019

 ♦ Need: Utility upgrades, traffic circulation and safety improvements



Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

Budget = $2,204,017
Project is entirely funded by the City of Keene

Water Distribution 
Improvements, 

$1,127,257

Sewer 
Improvements, 

$653,101

Corridor 
Improvements 

(Complete Streets), 
$196,017

Road 
Rehabilitation, 

$79,500

Curb Repair, 
$63,571

Sidewalk Repair, 
$63,571

Spot Drainage 
Repair, $21,000
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Water Main Lining: Before and After
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Sewer Main: Before and After
Grease-blocked sewer pipes

New PVC sewer pipe
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Drainage Pipes: Before and After
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59.6 ft.Distance:
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63.0 ft.Distance:

Crack LongitudinalCondition:
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Crack LongitudinalCondition:
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N/ARemarks:

Image Report 4/Page

Hartigan Wastewater Services

31 Welch Park

Middlesex VT 05602

(802) 253-0376
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Project Background
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Building on Past Work
 ♦ Keene Complete Streets Policy (2015)
 ♦ Wheelock Safe Routes to School (2015)
 ♦ Marlboro Street Zoning and Land Use Regulations Project (2014-2015)
 ♦ Demonstration Project (2015)

WHEELOCK SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL ACTION PLAN 

 

W H E E L O C K  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL ACTION PLAN 

September 2015 ● Keene, NH     

 KEENE COMPLETE STREETS  
 DESIGN GUIDELINES ▪ 2015  
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District Transportation Recommendations
Street Typologies New Streets and Connections

Connecting Streets

Residential Streets

Street Extensions

Bike Trail Connections 
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Marlboro St Improvements
Cycle Track

Bicycle Lanes

Figure 12 District Transportation Recommendations
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Marlboro Street is 
a Gateway Street
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Wheelock Safe Routes to School

 ♦ Motorists did not stop for pedestrians unless the crossing guard was present

 ♦ Drivers were observed speeding and acting impatient

 ♦ Turning cars often block the Grove Street crosswalk

Marlboro Street Redevelopment 
Mixed-Use Opportunities Connected  to a Historic Downtown 

In days past this area was a bustling gateway 
mixing vendors, small businesses, the 
railroad,  manufacturing companies and the 
adjacent neighborhoods where many of 
these business’ employees lived. This urban 
arrangement is the newly appreciated and 
highly prized live/work scenario. Recent 
initiatives and changes to Keene’s regulatory 
structure have created vibrant new 
economic development opportunities in this 
uniquely-situated section of Keene.  
 
The area offers walk & bike-able access to: 
 Keene’s historic downtown,  
 The Heritage Rail Trail,  
 Many of Keene’s 23,000 residents,  
 The 4,500 student and staff population 

of Keene State College and  
 The hundreds of employees who work 

downtown Keene each day.  

 

 Establishment of the 
Marlboro Street Corridor 
Economic Revitalization Zone 
 

 Creation of Two New, Mixed 
Use Zoning Districts  
 

 Designation of a Community 
Revitalization Tax Relief 
Incentive 
 

 Budgeted “Complete Street” 
roadway improvements 

 

     
      

  
 

      
      

  
 

     

Recent Changes 
The Marlboro Street corridor is 

poised to reclaim its historic, 
vibrant, economic diversity.  

WHEELOCK SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL ACTION PLAN 
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Figure 8.  Morning and afternoon 
turning movement counts at the 
intersection of Marlboro St. and 
Grove St.  The yellow arrows 
indicate the direction of vehicles, 
and the numbers next to the 
arrows indicate the number of 
vehicles counted (including 
motorized vehicles and bicyclists).  
The number next to the figure of a 
person indicates the number of 
pedestrians observed crossing at 
that location.  Counts were 
conducted on June 3, 2015 by 
SWRPC staff.  

Figure 9.  Morning and afternoon 
turning movement counts at the 
intersection of Marlboro Street 
and Adams Street.  The yellow 
arrows indicate the direction of 
vehicles, and the numbers next to 
the arrows indicate the number of 
vehicles counted (including 
motorized vehicles and bicyclists).  
The numbers next to the figure of 
a person indicate the number of 
pedestrians observed crossing at 
that location.  Counts were 
conducted on June 3, 2015 by 
SWRPC staff. 
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BEFORE AFTER 

What is a “pop-up demonstration”? 

2015 Marlboro St Complete Streets Demonstration Project
Location: West of Marlboro St/Grove St Intersection
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2015 Marlboro St Complete 
Streets Demonstration Project
Example photos
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
Road Width and Configuration

56 feet wide

19 foot lane 
(only 10-12 ft are needed)



Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

Existing Conditions

12 foot lane 

40 feet wide 



Existing Conditions

2-11Marlboro Street Zoning AnD LAnD Use RegULAtions PRoject Planning Context

Figure 6 Parking Utilization

2-11Marlboro Street Zoning AnD LAnD Use RegULAtions PRoject Planning Context

Figure 6 Parking Utilization



Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

Existing Conditions
Wide curb cuts

Sidewalk 
disappears 

across driveway
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Existing Conditions

12 foot lane 

40 feet wide 



Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

Existing Conditions

30 feet wide

12 foot lane 
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Complete Streets Design Goals
Based on past studies of Marlboro Street

 ♦Address school crossing safety

 ♦Provide bicycle lanes

 ♦Provide on-street parking on at least one side where it will 
support local businesses

 ♦Reduce pavement width where possible and repurpose as 
green public space

 ♦Reduce traffic speeds to increase safety for vulnerable users



Marlboro Street Rehabilitation Project

<- 8’ -----  6’ ----- 10.5’ ---- 10.5’ ------ 5’ ->
40 feet total pavment width

Typical Cross Section
Main St to Baker St

 ♦ 10 1/2 ft lanes

 ♦ 8 ft parking lane

 ♦ wider bike lane near parked cars
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New splitter 
island

New curb 
extension (typ)
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Splitter Island 
Example Photos
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Chicanes
 ♦ allow for parking to alternate sides
 ♦ reduce traffic speeds
 ♦ provide space for green stormwater 
infrastructure
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Typical Cross Section
Baker St to Eastern Ave

 ♦ 10 1/2 ft lanes

 ♦ 5 ft bicycle lanes
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Next Steps
Bid schedule 

 ♦ Bidding by February 28, 2019

 ♦ Tenative bid opening April 2, 2019

Construction Schedule
 ♦ May to November, 2019

What to expect during construction
 ♦ During construction residents and businesses should expect one-way 
alternating traffic.

 ♦ Short term closures may be needed for some utility work.

 ♦ A temporary water main will be provided while work occurs on the 
existing water line.
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Thank You!
Contact for follow-up questions

Brett Rusnock, PE
Civil Engineer, City of Keene Public Works

office: 603-352-6550
brusnock@ci.keene.nh.us


