
 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES, FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers B, Keene City Hall 
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A. AGENDA ITEMS 
  1. Frederick MacMillan - Request to Install a Sculpture at Patricia Russell 

Park 

    Council Policy - R-2018-22: Acceptance and Placement of Public 
Art 

  2. Timken Aerospace - Request for the Installation of a Crosswalk - Tiffin 
Street 

  3. Ian D. Matheson - Court Street Pedestrian Safety Risks 
  4. Stephen Bragdon and Cheryl Belair - Safety Issues Associated with the 

Driveway at 82 Court Street 
  5. Adam Toepfer - Request to Add Audio and Data Cables as Part of 

Downtown Infrastructure Project 
  6. Continued Discussion: Installation of a Peace Pole - Central Square 
  7. Verbal Update: Downtown Infrastructure Project - Public Works Director 
    
B. MORE TIME ITEMS 
  1. Proposal to Add the Necessary Infrastructure to Accommodate Banners 

Across Main Street 
    
  NON PUBLIC SESSION 
    
  ADJOURNMENT 
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        39 Hathersage Ln 
        Dublin NH 03444 
        May 12,2025 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Keene 
3 Washington Street 
Keene, NH 03431 
 
Re: Request to Install a Sculpture at Patricia Russell Park 
 
Dear Mayor and City Councilors: 
 
It has been the vision of Friends of Public Art (FPOA) and Frederick MacMillan to establish 
sculpture art in the Monadnock Region as an added atrac�on to the cultural ameni�es in our 
area.  While we have an abundance of performing arts and two-dimensional art, we lack three-
dimensional art.  For the past several months we have sought a “cornerstone” project, seeking a 
high-quality installa�on to get things started.  Opportuni�es were pursued in Peterborough, and 
on the campus at Dublin School. And while the Dublin School has installed sculptures along 
their Nordic ski trails, our other efforts have fallen short un�l now.  We believe the installa�on 
of a “cornerstone” sculpture will breed interest from the sculpture/art community, which will 
bloom into a robust sculpture trail through-out the Monadnock Region. 

Recently we were introduced to Christopher Cur�s, a na�onally known sculptor residing in 
Duxbury, VT.   Known for his contemporary work in stone and metal, Cur�s has been crea�ng 
sculpture for more than fi�y years.  His affec�on for stone started as a young boy collec�ng 
rocks in the woods of Vermont. Over the decades, his fascina�on expanded from pebbles to 
cobbles to large boulders. Cur�s claims to have looked at literally millions of stones, collected 
mul�ple thousands, and discarded nearly as many, which has honed his discerning focus on 
shape as well as material. 

As an avid rock climber in his youth, Cur�s developed a highly tac�le understanding of stone as 
a medium. That passion, coupled with his ongoing interest in geology and astronomy, fueled his 
close observa�on of the natural world and stars, both of which inform his art. 

Cur�s atributes much of his ar�s�c approach to his mentor, Professor Paul Aschenbach, during 
his formal art training at the University of Vermont in the 1970s. Aschenbach insisted his 
students become proficient in a wide variety of media and promoted the use of stone, a 
plen�ful Vermont resource. Works by Christopher Cur�s are in more than 250 public and 
private places throughout New England and the United States. Among his sculptures on public 
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view are works at the Tulsa Botanic Gardens, Tulsa, OK; the Appleton Museum, Ocala, FL; 
Lemon Fair Sculpture Park, Shoreham, VT; United States Federal Reserve Bank, Washington, DC; 
University of Arkansas, Litle Rock, AR; and State of Vermont Public Art Collec�on, Montpelier, 
VT, and the U.S. Embassy, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Cur�s has agreed to loan FPOA one of his works, now installed at the Trapp Family Lodge in 
Stowe, VT. The �tle of the sculpture is “Thought Cage”, which carries this reflec�on of its 
inspira�on.  

 “A Thought Cage can be contemplated from different viewpoints.  Physically, each side presents 
a different viewpoint, yet all of them are equally true.  When we are trapped in our own 
thought cages, we believe that our personal views are superior to other’s.  This may or not be 
objec�vely true. The only escape from a thought cage is through an open mind.” 

A photo of “Thought Cage” is atached. Details can be found at: 
htps://www.christophercur�s.com/por�olio/thought-cage 

More informa�on on the ar�st can be found at @ www.christophercur�s.com.  Addi�onal 
informa�on is at Instagram: #christophercur�s1. and  www.sculpturetour2022.com  
 
Cur�s has agreed to provide transporta�on and installa�on services, which will be done upon 
comple�on of landscaping and improvements at Patricia Russell Park. 
 
Marke�ng/Adver�sing – Press Coverage- Promo�on of this project is essen�al to atrac�ng a 
viewing public. 

The Sen�nel, My Keene Now, The Union Leader, Leader Transcript, Arts Alive, City of Keene- 
Social Media, Friends of Public Art social media.  Website feature on established City forums. 

Sculpture Project Par�culars 

1. Descrip�on of art - Granite, Steel- 8’x2’6”x2’6”- 2019- Carved from a column of stone, 
mounted on a steel base, Thought Cage is bold in its simplicity. The polished interior 
contrasts with the raw, unaltered exterior and the brutalist 1” thick steel plate base and 
clamp.  

2. Length of the Loan- 12 months- Contract between Friends of Public Art and Element 3 
Inc. EIN  04-3354351 (Ar�st) 

3. Loca�on- Patricia Russell Park  
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4. Installed and removal- Ar�st will be responsible for delivery, installa�on, deinstalla�on 
and recovery.  Installa�on requires access to site by 18,000 lb. boom truck within 10 feet 
of site. 

5.  Site requirements:  The 30”x 30” steel base rested directly on flat, level hardscape.  The 
sculpture, weighing nearly one ton, is held upright by gravity. It has been in its current 
loca�on since 2019.  Any further anchoring required will be the responsibility of the site 
management.  No electricity is needed  

6. Funding- Ins�lla�on costs and Insurance would be provided through the Grand 
Monadnock Rotary Founda�on (Es�mated costs $1,200)  

7. Maintenance requirements: No rou�ne maintenance is required other than keeping the 
site free of detritus.  

8. Value -Retail price of sculpture is $23,000.00. Ar�st will pay sponsoring agency (Friends 
of Public Art) 10% commission if sold.   

9. Signage- Ar�st will supply signage with QR code direc�ng viewers to his website. 
10. Insurance- Prudence would dictate precau�ons against spray paint vandalism.  Being 

ready with graffi� removal and applying it quickly is wise. Ligh�ng at the site would help, 
but not required. Insured value is 90% of retail or $20,700. 

 

 

The Parks and Recrea�on Department has communicated to us that it has reserved two spots in 
the newly created Patricia Russell Park for outdoor sculpture. I hope the above details for this 
project address the informa�on you need in order for us to proceed.   Please let me know if I 
can provide any addi�onal informa�on. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frederick W. MacMillan 

 
 

 
 

Page 4 of 20



 

Page 5 of 20



Page 6 of 20



Page 7 of 20



Page 8 of 20



Page 9 of 20



Ian D. Matheson, CFI 

15 April 2025 

(Via email to plittle@keenenh.gov) 

The Honorable Jay Kahn 
Mayor of the City of Keene 
3 Washington St. Keene, NH 03431 

Re: Court Street Pedestrian Safety Risks 

Dear Mayor Kahn and Councilmembers,  

I am writing to you regarding my growing concerns with pedestrian safety on Court Street – 
specifically from Central Square to Mechanic Street – and the risks presented to pedestrians using the 
crossings. The concerns are not only for my safety but also for the safety of our most vulnerable populations. 
Moreover, these concerns are further exacerbated by the excessive speed of most motorists operating along 
Court Street. To be clear, this request is not for additional police enforcement of speed or yielding to 
pedestrians. While enforcement does have a place in mitigation, this will not address the underlying safety and 
community concerns alone.   

The core concerns and issues live with the lack of visible signage and infrastructure to alter motorists 
of upcoming pedestrian crossings. Both pedestrians and drivers share a balanced responsibility for roadway 
safety; it is nearly impossible for this to occur when motorists are unaware of an upcoming crossing due to a 
lack of signage and clear markings in the roadway. Pedestrians are placed in a dangerous position when they 
must physically enter the roadway for a motorist to see them crossing and then stop within time. On more than 
one occasion, I have observed and experienced the fear of standing in the middle of the roadway, hoping that 
motorists will stop as they race to your front and rear. This is not a singular problem that blame can be cast 
upon one group over another – this is a societal problem, one that cannot be solved with some signs and 
enforcement. However, it can be mitigated.  

Recently, I approached the Public Works department with these concerns. I was encouraged to send 
my concerns to them, and they would look into them to determine the best course of action. My request was 
for “some sort of pedestrian beacon or other traffic calming measure (to) be implemented”. I have attached 
several photos of the specific intersection of concern (Court Street and Mechanic Street). I was provided with 
the following response from the Public Works staff, “The City has adopted the Federal "Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices" as our standard for signs and traffic controls. Traffic volume on Court Street in 
proximity to Mechanic Street is roughly 9,100 vehicles per day during the workweek based on the traffic data 
that is available to the City. The MUTCD recommends consideration of crosswalk enhancements (i.e. curb 
extensions, raised medians, pedestrian beacons, etc.) where "The road has four or more lanes of travel without 
a raised median or pedestrian refuge island and an ADT of 12,000 vehicles per day or greater" Court Street at 
this location has two lanes of traffic and does not exceed the threshold and Public Works does not recommend 
that the installation of a pedestrian active Rectangular, Rapidly Flashing Beacon (RRFB) be installed at this 
locations based on the Engineering Review of the location, the site specific traffic data and the MUTCD 
specified warrants.”  

I appreciate the adherence to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices; however, this response 
fails to address the lack of basic pedestrian crossing signage and alternative safety improvements. The lack of 
clearly visible cues (something that is present on other similar motorways in the City) to alert motorists and 
pedestrians leaves this section of the street unnecessarily dangerous to all.  
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Court Street Pedestrian Safety Risks 
The Honorable Mayor and Council  
15 April 2025 

- 2 -

Therefore, I would appreciate time before you all to discuss this matter further. I fear that if this 
section of Court Street – and the various pedestrian crossings – are not reviewed further through additional 
consideration and dialogue, the outcome may be grave.  

Very truly yours, 

 Ian Matheson 

Encl.  

Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 
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8 January 2025 
Re: Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 

Image 1: The red arrow indicates the crossing in question. 

Image 1-a: Crosswalk at Court and Mechanic Street. 
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8 January 2025 
Re: Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 

- 2 -

Image 2: Facing north from the odd side of Court Street at the corner of Mechanic Street. 

Image 3: Facing north from the even side of Court Street. 
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8 January 2025 
Re: Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 

- 3 - 

Image 4: Facing south from the even side of Court Street. 

Image 5: Facing south from the odd side of Court Street, at the corner of Mechanic Street. 

Page 14 of 20



8 January 2025 
Re: Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 

- 4 -

Image 6: Pedestrian crossing from odd to even side. 
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8 January 2025 
Re: Court St Crosswalks - Attachment 1 

- 5 -

Image 7: Pedestrian crossing from odd to even side.
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