
 

 

ORDINANCE O-2025-15-A 

 

CITY  OF  KEENE  

  

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and              Twenty Five 

 

AN ORDINANCE     Relating to Amendments to the Land Development Code to Encourage Housing 

Development in Keene 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows: 

 
That Chapter 100 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Keene, New Hampshire, as amended, is 

hereby further amended by deleting the stricken text and adding the bolded and underlined text, as 

follows. 

 

1. Amend Section 5.3.1, titled Purpose, as follows: 

The Neighborhood Business (NB) District is intended to serve as an additional downtown zoning 

district that promotes smaller sized business, and professional uses, and residential uses which 

support adjacent neighborhoods and workplaces, with an orientation toward pedestrian and 

bicycle access. Some uses are restricted in size to limit adverse impacts on nearby residences 

and to maintain a pedestrian scale of development. All uses in this district shall have city water 

and sewer service. 

 

2. Amend Section 5.3.2, titled Dimensions & Siting, as follows: 

 

Min Lot Area 8,000 sf 5,000 sf 

Min Road Frontage 50 ft 

Front Setback Build-to 

Zone 

5 0-10 ft Build-to Zone 

Min Rear Setback 20 10 ft 

Corner Side Setback 

Build-to Zone 

5-10 ft Build-to Zone 

Min Interior Side 

Setback 

10 5 ft 

 

3. Amend Section 8.3.l(C), titled Dwelling, Multi-family, as follows: 

1. Defined. A structure containing 3 or more dwelling units located on a single lot, 

with dwelling units either stacked or attached horizontally, which is designed, 

occupied, or intended for occupancy by 3 or more separate families. 

2. Use Standards. 

 
a.  In the Medium Density District, no more than 3 6 dwelling units are allowed per 

lot.  



 

 

b.  In the Downtown Core District, Downtown Growth District, and Commerce 

District, dwelling units shall be located above the ground floor. 

c.  In the Downtown Growth District, dwelling units may be permitted on 

the ground floor if located behind tenantable commercial space or 

behind the Build-to Zone.  

 

4. Add a new section to the end of Article 1, Section 1.3 “Rules of Measurement & 

Exceptions,” as follows: 

1.3.9 Lots Split by Zoning District Boundaries (Split-zoned lots).  

Where an existing lot of record falls into more than one zoning district, the 

provisions of each district shall be applied separately to each portion of the lot, with 

the following exception:  

a.  For lots or portions thereof which are not large enough to be 

subdivided, the property owner may choose to apply the provisions 

of the district which comprises the largest share of the lot to the 

portion(s) of the lot that cannot be subdivided.  

For the purposes of this subsection only, when determining if a lot or 

portion thereof is large enough to be subdivided, the following shall 

be considered: 

i. Each portion of the lot in each distinct zoning district shall be 

evaluated separately to determine whether new legal lots could be 

created that are not split-zoned.  

ii. Any portion of a lot that could be subdivided legally based on the 

underlying zoning district shall comply with the requirements of 

the underlying zoning district.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jay V. Kahn, Mayor 

A true copy;  
 Attest: 
  City Clerk 
 
PASSED: September 18, 2025 

 


