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CITY OF KEENE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-Six

AN ORDINANCE Relating to the Definition of "Family"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows:

That Chapter 100 of the City Code of the City of Keene, New Hampshire, as amended, is hereby further
amended by adding the bolded underlined text, and deleting the stricken text as follows:

1. That Article 1, Section 1.2.1 “Definitions” be amended by adding a new sub-section “D,” as
follows. The intent of this proposed change is to ensure that any future changes to definitions in
the Land Development Code that would modify the meaning of the zoning regulations are treated
as a zoning amendment.

1.2.1 Definitions

Terms that are not specifically defined in this LDC shall be accorded their commonly
accepted meanings, unless the context in which they are used clearly indicates to the
contrary.

A. For the purposes of determining the commonly accepted meaning of any term,
reference may be made to the latest edition of Webster’s Dictionary.

B. Terms not otherwise defined in this LDC that are defined in NH Revised Statutes
Annotated (RSAs) may take on the statutory definition.

C. The definitions of this LDC shall take precedence over any conflicting definitions,
if such conflict arises.

D. For the purpose of amendments to this LDC, any modifications to one or more

definitions that would have the effect of modifying the Zoning Regulations shall

be treated as a zoning text amendment. These terms shall include, but not be
limited to, “Family,” “Frontage,” and “Public Right-of-Way."”

2. That Article 26, Section 26.4.3.A be amended to state that modifications to the definitions in
Article 29 which would have the effect of modifying the zoning ordinance shall follow the same
application and review procedures described in Section 26.3 of the LDC, as follows:

A. Articles 1 through 19 and Article 29. For amendments proposed to Article 1 through 19

of this LDC or for amendments to definitions in Article 29 that affect the Zoning
Regulations, the same application and review procedures shall be followed as those



described in Section 26.3 of this LDC, with respect to amendments to the Zoning
Regulations and Zoning Map.

3. That the definition of the term “Dwelling Unit” in Article 29 be amended to clarify that this term
does not include transient uses such as hotels or motels, as follows:

Dwelling Unit - A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or
more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and
sanitation. This use shall not be deemed to include such transient occupancies as
hotel/motel or bed and breakfast.

4. That the definition of the term “Family” in Article 29 be deleted in its entirety and replaced, as
follows. The intent of this proposed change is to bring the City of Keene’s definition into
compliance with New Hampshire State Statute 674:16, which prohibits a local municipality from
adopting or enforcing an ordinance that is based on the familial or non-familial relationships or
marital status, occupation, employment status, or educational status of the occupants of a
dwelling unit.

Family — Family shall mean a natural person living alone or a group of natural persons
living together as a single housekeeping unit that is primarily non-transient. For the

purposes of this definition, “transient” shall mean occupancy of a room or dwelling unit
for less than 30 consecutive days or rental of a room or dwelling unit for a term of less
than one month.

Jay V. Kahn, Mayor

In City Council February 5, 2026.
Referred to the Joint Planning Board/
Planning, Licenses and Development
Committee.

City Clerk



