
 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES, FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers, Keene City Hall 

June 24, 2026 
6:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
    
A. AGENDA ITEMS 
  1. Councilor Haas - Request for Project Information Signage and Enhanced 

Public Outreach for Capital Projects 
  2. Elizabeth Hansel - Request for Resolutions Regarding Single-Use Plastic 

Reduction 
  3. Skye Stephenson - Tree Replacement along Maple Avenue 
  4. Kenneth Kost - Update on Neighborhood Stewardship of 100 Church 

Street and Request for Permanent Pocket Park Designation 
  5. Relating to the Absolute Discontinuance of a Portion of a Right of Way 

Across a Portion of Property Located on Elm Street (Identified by Tax 
Map Number 521-004-000) 
Petition and Resolution R-2026-22 

    Corrected Petition and Resolution 
  6. Downtown Infrastructure Project Update - Public Works Director 
    
B. MORE TIME ITEMS 
    
  NON PUBLIC SESSION 
    
  ADJOURNMENT 
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June 18, 2026
Keene City Council
City Hall
3 Washington Street
Keene, NH 03431
Re: 100 Church Street - Review Status

Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council,

On behalf of East Keene neighbors, I request the opportunity to speak at the June 18 Council 
meeting to thank the City for retaining 100 Church Street and to summarize how East Keene 
neighbors have fulfilled the commitments we made: watch the space, clean the space, and 
activate the space.
Watch the Space (Safety)
East Keene neighbors keep regular eyes on the space. We have not observed illegal activity. If 
we see someone who may need help, we know to contact the City’s Human Services 
caseworker, Brenda Emperor, or the Police Department’s social worker, Kaitlynn Mello. 
Neighbors living directly beside the lot have told us they appreciate the increased attention and 
presence.
One of the original reasons for considering a sale was the level of police activity that happened 
there. A comparison of police reports from 4/11–6/6 in 2025 vs. the same period in 2026 
shows four calls in 2025 and three in 2026. While this is a small sample, we will continue to 
monitor trends. The ordinance sign installed by Public Works contributes to improved safety.

Clean the Space
Adjoining neighbors continue to pick up trash, and many East Keene residents walking by 
throughout the day do the same. As a result, the space consistently remains clean and 
welcoming.

Activate the Space (Free activities)
This has been the most energizing part of our work. To date, we have held 15 neighborhood 
events, with 10 more planned. Activities include garden education, a bike swap, a pie social, 
Taste of Yoga, small‑dog meet‑ups, a book club, and live music by local musicians suited to the 
intimate scale of the space. These events draw nearby residents who walk over to enjoy 
community, creativity, and connection. Adjoining neighbors have told us they enjoy the music 
and activity.

Our Request
East Keene neighbors respectfully ask the City to retain this space permanently and consider 
designating it as an official city pocket park.  Our Master Plan emphasizes the importance of 
pocket parks like this. The current layout—designed by Antioch students—works well and we do 
not seek changes to its design. Thank you for your consideration.

Ken Kost
51 Railroad Street
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PETITION FOR THE ABSOLUTE DISCONTINUANCE OF A SECTION OF RIGHT OF 

WAY ON PROPERTY ON ELM STREET 

 

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF KEENE 

 Your Petitioners, Paul C & Gail M. Dubriske, 454 Elm Street, Keene, New Hampshire 

(collectively, the “Petitioner”), respectfully petitions the City Council for the City of Keene, New 

Hampshire, to discontinue absolutely and completely a portion of the right-of-way (“ROW”), that 

crosses the Petitioner’s property shown as Lot 004 on Keene Tax Map 521 (the “Property”), and 

respectfully represents that there is good reason for said request, and in support thereof, states the 

following: 

1. The Petitioner received approval from the Keene Planning Board at its December 22, 2025, 

meeting to develop the Property as an 18 Unit condominium project (the “Project”).  Units 

in the Project will introduce sorely needed housing into the Keene market. 

 

2. The Petitioner intends to convey the Property to Elmside, LLC, a New Hampshire limited 

liability company affiliated with the Petitioner. 

 

3. As part of its development process, the Petitioner acquired title to several parcels of land 

from the State of New Hampshire that were related to the layout of New Hampshire Route 

9 and relocation of Elm Street.  These parcels are shown as Parcel A, Parcel B and Parcel 

C on Plan No. 25065 recorded in the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds (the “Plan”). A 

copy of the Plan is included with this Petition as Exhibit A. 

 

4. Theat parcel of land over which the City has its ROW is shown on the Plan as the “Old 

Elm Street ROW.”  The origin of this ROW is found in a highway layout recorded in Book 

1, Page 279, in the City of Keene, Office of the City ClerkCheshire County Registry of 

Deeds, recorded on June 23, 1766 (incorrectly shown on the Plan as 1866).dated May 17, 

1866 

 

5. The approved site plan for the Project shows Units located within the ROW. 

 

6. The Petitioner has obtained financing from the Savings Bank of Walpole to develop the 

Project. The existence of the ROW creates a defect in title that precludes the Petitioner 

from closing on its financing. The ROW is described as follows: 

 

Beginning at a point of land on the ROW east side of said “Old Elm Street ROW,” 

southwest of Elm Street, Keene, Cheshire County, New Hampshire, said point of land being 
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the westernmost point of “Parcel C, Excess State ROW,” as depicted on the aforementioned 

plan, 

 

Thence S 26°12’39” W, a distance of 15.21 feet; 

Thence N S 45° 06’27” EW, a distance of 35.26 feet; 

Thence S 43° 17’ 23” E, a distance of 235.04 feet; 

Thence S N 62°12’ 18” WE, a distance of 10.90 feet; 

Thence N 35°05’15” E, a distance of 39.81 feet; 

Thence S N 43°17’23” W, a distance of 236.25 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

(See also highlighted area on the Plan). 

 

7. The Petitioner is requesting that the City Council vote to discontinue absolutely and 

completely the ROW as the same is not needed for access by any party.  The ROW is 

“paper” only originating with a reservation contained in a deed dating back to Colonial 

times. Elm Street has been laid out as a public way for generations and provides access to 

not only the Petitioner and abutter Sarah D. Vezzani (referenced below), but also to the 

general public. 

 

8. The ROW to be discontinued is abutted by the following properties: 

Franklin Pierce Highway (A.K.A. N.H. Route 9 & 10) 

See Return of Layout 939/400  

Book 939, Page 440; Book 858, Page 460; & Book 554, Page 396 in the Cheshire County 

Registry of Deeds  

 

Tax Map Parcel #521-005-000-000 

Owned by Sarah D. Vezzani 

By virtue of deed from Robert E. & Karin L. Muenkel dated August 7, 2007, and recorded 

at Book 2455, Page 749 in the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds 

 

9. A letter from the undersigned was hand-delivered to Sarah D. Vezzani’s house on Sunday, 

May 17, 2026. A copy of this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  As of the date of this 

Petition, no reply to this letter has been received. While this Petition is pending, the 

Petitioner will try to obtain Ms. Vezzani’s Consent to this Petition as well as a Waiver of 

Damages.  As the ROW exists on “paper” only and does not serve any function, the 

Petitioner does not believe that its discontinuance will result in damages to any party, 

including Ms. Vezzani.  Regardless of this belief, the Petitioner will indemnify and hold 

harmless the City of Keene from any damages that may be incurred, including without 

limitation, damages assessed pursuant to RSA 231:49.   9. The undersigned has 

communicated with Thomas Hanna, legal counsel for Sarah D. Vezzani and, based on this 
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communication, represents to the Council that Ms. Vezzani consents to this Petition and 

will waive damages.  

 

10. An email was sent to Frank Linnenbringer, District Engineer for NHDOT District 4 (which 

District includes Keene) on May 18, 2026.  A copy of this email is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C.  No reply to this email has been received as of the date of this Petition.  While 

this Petition is pending, the Petitioner will try to obtain the State of New Hampshire’s 

Consent to this Petition as well as a Waiver of Damages.  As stated in Paragraph 3, above, 

the State of New Hampshire conveyed several tracts of land to the Petitioner in the past 

year.  See deeds attached hereto as Exhibits D and E.  The conveyance of these parcels, 

two of which are identified as “Excess State ROW” on the Plan is conclusive evidence that 

the State does not need or require the ROW.  The Petitioner does not believe that the ROW’s 

discontinuance will result in damages to any party, including the State of New Hampshire. 

The Petitioner hereby reiterates that it will indemnify and hold harmless the City of Keene 

from any damages that may be incurred, including, without limitation, damages assessed 

pursuant to RSA 231:49.  10.  The undersigned spoke with Frank Linnenbringer, District 

Engineer for New Hampshire Department of Transportation, District 4.   Mr. Linnerbringer 

authorized me to represent to the Council that the New Hampshire Department of 

Transportation consents to this Petition and will waive damages. 

 

9. The interest of the general public in continuing the ROW is not outweighed by the burden 

in continuing the ROW imposes on the Petitioner. As stated, the general public has access 

for travel via a public way, Elm Street, and abutters do not need the ROW for access to 

their respective properties.   The ROW was never developed and is not necessary for public 

convenience or safety.   

11.10. See, for example, Town of Hinsdale v. Chesterfield, 153 N.H. 70 (2005) for a 

discussion of the balancing test applied by the trial court in weighing public versus private 

interests in the case of a road discontinuance. 

 

12.11. A Construction Plan showing all existing conditions and proposed improvements 

that includes evidence documenting the need to discontinue the ROW in order to support 

the Project was previously provided to the City’s Planning Department.   

 

13.12. The following conditions shall apply to the approval of this Petition: 

 

A. The Petitioner shall grant the City a Temporary Access Agreement to access Parcel No. 

521/004 for the purpose of maintaining and repairing an existing public water main located 

in the area to be discontinued.  Such Temporary Access Agreement shall automatically 

extinguish upon the Public Works Director’s acceptance in writing of a relocated water 

main. 
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B. The Petitioner shall, under the supervision of the Public Works Director, relocate a City 

Water Main from the portion of the ROW to the Elm Street right-of-way as it is currently 

traveled.  The relocated water main shall be constructed within 36 months of the City 

Council’s complete discontinuance of the ROW as required by the City of Keene Land 

Development Code 23.2.2.B and as in accordance with the City’s public infrastructure 

standards, and the details of such relocation shall be approved in advance by the City 

Engineer. 

C. The petitioner shall bear all costs of public infrastructure improvements, including the 

relocation of the water main, restoration of roadway and sidewalk surfaces, replacement of 

an existing catch basin, and installation of a new sanitary sewer manhole within the Elm 

Street right-of-way.  Costs may include, but are not limited to, construction cost, testing 

fees, Public Works excavation and utility connection permit fees and Engineering 

inspection fees. 

D. Prior to commencing construction of any public infrastructure, the Petitioner shall furnish 

security in accordance with Sec. 22.2.4 of the Land Development Code.  

 

WHEREFORE, your Petitioner respectfully requests that: 

 

A. The City Council conduct a hearing on the proposed absolute and complete 

discontinuance of the ROW, and following such hearing, the City Council vote: 

B. To discontinue absolutely and completely the ROW, more specifically bounded and 

described as follows: 

 

Beginning at a point of land on the ROW east side of said “Old Elm Street ROW,” 

southwest of Elm Street, Keene, Cheshire County, New Hampshire said point of land being 

the westernmost point of “Parcel C, Excess State ROW,” as depicted on the aforesaid plan, 

 

Thence S 26°12’39” W, a distance of 15.21 feet; 

Thence SN 45° 06’27” WE, a distance of 35.26 feet; 

Thence S 43° 17’ 23” E, a distance of 235.04 feet; 

Thence S N 62°12’ 18” WE, a distance of 10.90 feet; 

Thence N 35°05’15” E, a distance of 39.81 feet; 

Thence S N 43°17’23” W, a distance of 236.25 feet to the point of beginning. 

Dated this 19th 23rd day of MayJune, 2026. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Paul C & Gail M. Dubriske 

      By their Attorney: 

       

 

Shaheen & Gordon, P.A. 
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      By:  _______________________________ 

              James M. Callahan 

              20 Depot Street, Suite 220 

              Peterborough, NH 03458 

              Telephone: (603)845-1959 
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 R-2026-22 

 

CITY  OF  KEENE  

  
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and              Twenty Six 
 
A RESOLUTION     RELATING TO THE ABSOLUTE DISCONTINUANCE OF A PORTION OF A 

RIGHT OF WAY ACROSS A PORTION OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON ELM 
STREET (TMP# 521-004-000) 

 

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows: 
 
That the Keene City Council is of the opinion that there is no further need to use a portion of the Right of Way 
located on property identified on Keene City Tax Map 521 as Lot 004 for the accommodation of the public 
and there is occasion for the absolute discontinuance of said Right of Way as described in the attached 
Description of Complete Discontinuance, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Petitioner shall grant the City a Temporary Access Agreement to access Parcel No. 521/004 
for the purpose of maintaining and repairing an existing public water main located in the area to be 
discontinued. Such Temporary Access Agreement shall automatically extinguish upon the Public 
Works Director’s acceptance in writing of a relocated water main; 
 

2. The Petitioner shall, under the supervision of the Public Works Director, relocate a City Water 
Main from the portion of the ROW to the Elm Street right-of-way as it is currently traveled. The 
relocated water main shall be constructed in accordance with the City’s public infrastructure 
standards and the details of such relocation shall be approved in advance by the City Engineer; 

 
3. The petitioner shall bear all costs of public infrastructure improvements, including the relocation 

of the water main, restoration of roadway and sidewalk surfaces, replacement of an existing catch 
basin, and installation of a new sanitary sewer manhole within the Elm Street right-of-way. Costs 
may include, but are not limited to, construction cost, testing fees, Public Works excavation and 
utility connection permit fees and Engineering inspection fees; 

 
4. Prior to commencing construction of any public infrastructure, the Petitioner shall furnish security 

in accordance with Sec. 22.2.4 of the Land Development Code; 
 

5. All affected property owners associated and in connection with the discontinuance agree to the 
discontinuance and either waive their rights to any damages, or the City has accepted an 
indemnification against any such damages;  
 

6. All documentation is in a content and form acceptable to the City Attorney and City Engineer; and, 
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7. That Paul C. & Gail M. Dubriske, or their successor, Elmside, LLC, a New Hampshire limited 
liability company shall indemnify and hold harmless the City of Keene from any and all damages 
that may be claimed as a result of said discontinuance. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
Jay V. Kahn, Mayor 

In City Council May 21, 2026. 
Referred to the Municipal Services, 
Facilities and Infrastructure Committee  
Meeting of the June 24, 2026, to allow 
Notice to the abutters to occur. 

 
Deputy City Clerk 
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 R-2026-22-A 

 

CITY  OF  KEENE  

  
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and              Twenty-Six 
 
A RESOLUTION     RELATING TO THE ABSOLUTE DISCONTINUANCE OF A PORTION OF A  

RIGHT OF WAY ACROSS A PORTION OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON ELM  
STREET (TMP# 521-004-000) 

 

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows: 
 
That the Keene City Council is of the opinion that there is no further need to use a portion of the Right of Way located 
on property identified on Keene City Tax Map 521 as Lot 004 for the accommodation of the public and there is occasion 
for the absolute discontinuance of said Right of Way as described in the attached Description of Complete 
Discontinuance, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Petitioner shall grant the City a Temporary Access Agreement to access Parcel No. 521/004 
for the purpose of maintaining and repairing an existing public water main located in the area to be 
discontinued.  Such Temporary Access Agreement shall automatically extinguish upon the Public 
Works Director’s acceptance in writing of a relocated water main; 

 
2. The Petitioner shall, under the supervision of the Public Works Director, relocate a City Water 

Main from the portion of the ROW to the Elm Street right-of-way as it is currently traveled.  The 
relocated water main shall be constructed within 36 months of the City Council’s complete 
discontinuance of the ROW as required by the City of Keene Land Development Code 
23.2.2.B and in accordance with the City’s public infrastructure standards, and the details of such 
relocation shall be approved in advance by the City Engineer; 

 
3. The petitioner shall bear all costs of public infrastructure improvements, including the relocation 

of the water main, restoration of roadway and sidewalk surfaces, replacement of an existing catch 
basin, and installation of a new sanitary sewer manhole within the Elm Street right-of-way.  Costs 
may include, but are not limited to, construction cost, testing fees, Public Works excavation and 
utility connection permit fees and Engineering inspection fees; 

 
4. Prior to commencing construction of any public infrastructure, the Petitioner shall furnish security 

in accordance with Sec. 22.2.4 of the Land Development Code; 
 

5. All affected property owners associated and in connection with the discontinuance agree to the 
discontinuance and either waive their rights to any damages, or the City has accepted will accept 
an indemnification against any such damages;  
 

6. All documentation is in a content and form acceptable to the City Attorney and City Engineer; and, 
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7. That Paul C. & Gail M. Dubriske, or their successor, Elmside, LLC, a New Hampshire limited 
liability company shall indemnify and hold harmless the City of Keene from any and all damages 
that may be claimed as a result of said discontinuance. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
Jay V. Kahn, Mayor 
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DESCRIPTION FOR THE ABSOLUTE DISCONTINUANCE OF A PORTION OF THE 
RIGHT OF WAY LOCATED ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 454 ELM STREET (TMP #521-

004-000) 

THE DISCONTINUANCE:  Upon the foregoing petition dated May 19, 2026, the Keene 
City Council gave notice as aforesaid, and on the ____ day of __________, 2026, at _______, the 
City Council is of the opinion that there is no further need to use a portion of the Right of Way at 
the following location for the accommodation of the public and there is occasion for the absolute 
discontinuance of said portion. 

The undersigned represents that for the accommodation of the Public, there is occasion for 
the absolute discontinuance of a portion of the Right of Way at the following location: 

Beginning at a point of land on the  east side of the “Old Elm Street ROW,” southwest of 
Elm Street, Keene, Cheshire County, New Hampshire, said point of land being the 
westernmost point of “Parcel C, Excess State ROW,” as depicted on the Plan referenced 
below, 
 
Thence S 26° 12’ 39” W, a distance of 15.21 feet; 
Thence N 45° 06’ 27” E, a distance of 35.26 feet; 
Thence S 43° 17’ 23” E, a distance of 235.04 feet; 
Thence N 62° 12’ 18” E, a distance of 10.90 feet; 
Thence N 35° 05’ 15” E, a distance of 39.81 feet; 
Thence N 43° 17’ 23” W, a distance of 236.25 feet to the point of beginning. 

Meaning and intending to absolutely discontinue that portion of the Right of Way that runs 
parallel to Elm Street, as the same crosses land now or formerly of Paul C. & Gail M. Dubriske 
and shown as “Old Elm Street ROW” on plan of land entitled “Plan of Lands of State of New 
Hampshire, Franklin Pierce Highway and Paul C. & Gail M. Dubriske, Tax Map Parcel 521-004, 
Book 2234, Page 53, 454 Elm Street, Keene, New Hampshire” revised through May 22, 2025, 
prepared by Huntley Survey & Design, and recorded in the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds as 
Plan No. 25065 (the “Plan”). 
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