
 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES, FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers, Keene City Hall 

July 22, 2026 
6:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
    
A. AGENDA ITEMS 

  1. Robin Hood Park Renovation - CHA Phase 1 Presentation - Parks & 
Recreation Director 

  2. Erik Murphy - Petition - Safety Improvements at the South Lincoln Street 
and Roxbury Street Intersection 

  3. Eversource Energy - Request for Temporary Access and Use of Old 
Gilsum Road for Eversource Transmission Structure Replacement Project 

  4. Proposed Rumble Strips on Route 12 and Route 9 - Public Works Director 

  5. Roadway Safety Audit - Intersection of Route 9 and Whitcomb's Mill Road 
- Public Works Director 

  6. Gilbo Ave Solar Pavilion Conceptual Design - City Engineer 

  7. Restricting Vehicular Access to Wastewater Treatment Plant Driveway - 
Public Works Director 

  8. Airport Terminal Renovations - Deputy City Manager 

  9. Downtown Infrastructure Project Update - Public Works Director 

    
B. MORE TIME ITEMS 

    
  NON PUBLIC SESSION 

    
  ADJOURNMENT 
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2026-356  

 

CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.1. 

 
     
Meeting Date: July 22, 2026 
    
To: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
    
From: Carrah Fisk-Hennessey, Parks and Recreation Director 
    
Through: Elizabeth Ferland, City Manager 
     
Subject: Robin Hood Park Renovation - CHA Phase 1 Presentation - Parks & 

Recreation Director 
     
  
Recommendation: 
Move that the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee recommend that the Robin 
Hood Park Phase 1 - Pool Rehabilitation Plan presentation be accepted as informational. 
  
Attachments: 
1. CHA RH Phase 1 MSFI July 22 2026 
  
  
Background: 
The City of Keene, through Keene Parks & Recreation, has secured CHA for engineering services in 
support of the long-anticipated Robin Hood Park Renovation. With funding secured, the project has 
been formally divided into two phases: Phase 1, focused exclusively on pool rehabilitation, and 
Phase 2, dedicated to upgrades within the surrounding park amenities. Both the City team and the 
Steering Committee have met with CHA to review high-level park renovation goals and to discuss 
Phase 1 needs in more detail. 
 
As part of the Phase 1 presentation, CHA will outline the current conditions and required 
improvements for the Robin Hood Park pool area. These essential elements include installation of a 
new PVC pool liner over the existing gunite surface, minor replacements and enhancements to the 
pool’s mechanical systems, modifications to the pool building to meet ADA and safety requirements, 
and upgrades to the pool deck. CHA will provide the full scope of work, associated cost estimates, 
and anticipated timelines for bidding and construction. 
 
Looking ahead, the Steering Committee will meet with CHA in August to review concepts, needs, and 
priorities for Phase 2. Public engagement will begin with a community workshop in September. 
Additional meeting dates will be established and publicized in accordance with standard notification 
practices. 
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STONE WALL AGREEMENT 

 
 STONE WALL AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) made this ____ day of ______________, 
20___, by and between Public Service Company of New Hampshire, d/b/a 
Eversource Energy, of 780 North Commercial Street, Manchester, New Hampshire 03101 
(“Eversource”), and The City of Keene, of 3 Washington Street, Keene, NH 03431 (“Landowner”). 
 
 WHEREAS, Landowner is the owner of certain property situated off Old Gilsum Road in the City 
of Keene, New Hampshire and identified by the City of Keene assessor as Map 218, Lot 7, (the 
“Property”), which is encumbered by a certain power line easement owned by Eversource recorded in the 
Cheshire County Registry of Deeds at Book 603, Page 20 (the “Eversource Easement”); 
 
 WHEREAS, a stone wall is existing on the Property which is wholly or partially within the 
Eversource Easement, as shown on the attached image entitled “Stone Wall” which is attached hereto and 
made a part hereof as Appendix A; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, in order to conduct certain permissible actions and/or activities within the 
Eversource Easement, Eversource desires to alter the said stone wall in certain respects, and the 
Landowner is willing to permit such alteration, as set forth in and in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of this Agreement below. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises made herein, Eversource and 
Landowner hereby agree as follows: 
 

1.  Landowner consents and agrees that Eversource has permission to temporarily alter the 
stone wall on the Property as follows:  Eversource will temporarily breach the stone wall within the 
Eversource Easement during the duration of the Transmission Maintenance program. The breach will 
need to be wide enough to allow for the construction of a temporary work pad and to allow vehicle and 
equipment access through the breach.  

 
2.  In consideration of Landowner’s consent and permission hereunder and upon completion 

of the project, Eversource shall, to the extent possible, rebuild the wall, in the original location and 
fashion that existed prior to the breach using the existing stones that were removed to create the breach. 
 

3.  The alteration of the stone wall shall be undertaken entirely by Eversource or its 
authorized contractors, at Eversource’s sole cost and expense, in compliance by Eversource with all 
applicable laws, regulations and ordinances, and in accordance with safe and responsible construction and 
demolition practices. 
 

4. Eversource shall be entirely responsible for, and shall indemnify Landowner against, any 
and all claims, demands, losses, costs or damages of any kind, including injury or property damage, 
arising out of or resulting from the work of alteration of the stone wall as set forth under this Agreement. 
 

5.  Landowner hereby agrees to and does hereby waive and release Eversource, and its 
authorized contractors, now or in the future, from and against any and all claims or demands for loss, cost, 
damage or expense of any kind by reason of the alteration of the stone wall as set forth under this 
Agreement, provided, however, that this provision shall not apply to any failure or refusal to perform the 
obligation to restore or replace the altered stone wall as set forth in section 2 above. 
 

6.  This Agreement and the terms thereof shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit 
of Eversource and the Landowner, and their respective heirs, administrators, executors, successors and 
assigns. 
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7. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed or construed to extinguish, relinquish, 
abridge or otherwise affect the rights of Eversource under the Eversource Easement. 

 
8.  Eversource and Landowner shall fully cooperate and coordinate with each other, in good 

faith, in exercising and carrying out their respective rights and obligations under this Agreement. 
 
EXECUTED by the parties as of the date written above. 

 

City of Keene                                    Public Service Company of    New Hampshire  

                                                                                          d/b/a Eversource Energy

 

By: _____________________________________              By:_______________________________________

Printed Name: ____________________________              James Blais, Supervisor
Title ____________________________________             Transmission & Distribution Rights-of-Way
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Conservation Commission Minutes Excerpt – June 15, 2026 meeting: 
 
 
3. Planning Board Referral  

a. PB-26-15 - Major Site Plan & Surface Water CUP - Eversource L163 
Transmission Line - Applicant Normandeau Associates Inc., on behalf of 
owner Public Service Company of New Hampshire (d/b/a Eversource 
Energy), proposes to replace five existing utility structures along the L163 
Transmission Line. The proposed work area begins at the southern 
entrance to the Old Gilsum Road trail along Timberlane Drive and will 
continue for ~1-mile to the north. A Surface Water Protection Conditional 
Use Permit is requested for ~3,487-sf of impact within the 75-ft surface 
water buffer to allow for the installation of timber matting and a temporary 
gravel access road.  

  
Bill McCloy was present representing Normandeau Associates Inc., who prepared and worked 
with Eversource on the Conditional Use Permit application and did the natural resources 
work and mapping within the project area. Mr. McCloy did not have anything new to add 
and welcomed questions. Chair Flaherty asked for a recap of the project. Mr. McCloy said this 
project is the proposed replacement of five utility structures on the L163 utility 
line located on Old Gilsum Road. These are wooden structures that have deteriorated over 40 or 
50 years, and they have been inspected and determined that they need to be replaced. The 
proposed project would replace them in kind with steel structures. Eversource has done a few 
other projects over the last few years, and this is another version of the same thing. He said the 
project does cross one delineated wetland within the right-of-way. So, because it will cross 
through the wetland and through the 75-foot Surface Water Protection Overlay District 
buffer, they submitted the application. There are three types of proposed impacts within either 
the wetland or the buffer. He explained the Old Gilsum Road is a Class VI Road that crosses 
through the utility right-of-way (ROW) and the wetland currently. He explained that the project 
is largely proposing to use Old Gilsum Road as it is because there are existing roads within the 
transmission line ROW that were also proposed to be used and some of those are within the 
buffer, where the wetland is to be crossed. The applicant proposed to use timber matting for the 
construction equipment in the wet areas. Due to the configuration of the existing trails and access 
roads that are out there,  
Eversource is proposing to construct a temporary stretch of access road within the buffer for use 
during construction. The area would then be restored following construction, seeded, stabilized, 
and allowed to return to certain existing conditions, which is the mowed utility right of way.   
  
Chair Flaherty asked how much disturbance there would be in the wetland buffer. Mr. McCloy 
said the proposed disturbance to the buffer is approximately 1,930 square feet. The Chair asked 
if that would be repaired after construction and Mr. McCloy said yes. Chair Flaherty asked if 
they would be using any particular seed mixes if there is bare ground. Mr. McCloy said the 
contractors plan to use an upland restoration mix that they use on just about all their projects 
because this is an upland buffer, so they would not just use a wetland mix there.   
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Mr. Haynes asked about where the timber mats would be placed and protrude into the wetland. 
Mr. McCloy showed where they would be used on the map. They would extend from the 
roadway into the wetland but not to where it is pooled; existing vernal pools would be 
avoided. Mr. Haynes asked about the proposed roadway that would be used and Mr. McCloy 
said the issue is that Eversource could not maneuver their equipment on the existing road 
because it is too sharp of a corner, so they need another road. When putting the timber mats on 
Old Gilsum Road, Mr. Haynes asked if they would be graded so bikers and walkers can get over 
them comfortably. Mr. McCloy said that in the upland areas outside the wetland they usually add 
a little stone transition, so it is somewhat smooth enough to drive over and up onto them. Chair 
Flaherty called it like an “apron.” Mr. Bill asked if Old Gilsum Road would remain open to the 
public during the project for recreation and Mr. McCloy said yes, there would 
be close coordination with the Recreation Department regarding all the trails in the area. Jeremy 
Fennell of Eversource Energy said the only situation in which the public would have to be 
delayed, per se, is when the slower moving construction equipment is taken up Old Gilsum Road 
but that would only happen a couple of times. Mr. Bill said he was up on Old Gilsum Road not 
long ago and noticed geofabric under parts of it from where parts of the road were washed away. 
He asked if that would be disturbed by the construction equipment. Mr. McCloy said their job is 
to use the road as is and not to improve it; the Public Works Department does not want it 
improved.   
  
Deputy City Manager, Andy Bohannon, recalled the petitioner being good partners with 
the City on a recent project. Mr. Bohannon said the City does not want the road improved to the 
level that vehicles would use (i.e., just nearly able) but he said the significant size of the 
equipment would create some rutting. So, some years ago, rip rap was placed along 
Old Gilsum Road to prevent a lot of the erosion. He thought that may need a bit of restoration 
after this to help with erosion. He cited significant issues with another site at Goose Pond from a 
logging company. He called what happened with Eversource the last time a good compromise to 
stabilize the road in the future. He thought it had held up well for the five or six years since, to 
Mr. Bill’s point, and did not think it was at a significant cost. Mr. Bill said it may not fare well 
with heavy equipment over it and that stream goes into Goose Pond, so he cited concern for any 
impact.   
  
Continuing past the power line, Mr. Bill thought there was a cellar hole. Mr. Haynes thought he 
was thinking of a different spot. Mr. Bill asked the petitioner to talk about the disturbance to the 
stone wall. Mr. McCloy replied that there may not be. The stone wall is called out on the plans 
located near one of the structures that is to be replaced, and the City Engineer commented that if 
it needs to be moved for construction, it would have to be surveyed and put back under the 
direction of a licensed surveyor. Mr. McCloy said it may not need to be removed. He said the 
other option would be for Eversource to protect the wall with timber mats. Mr. Fennell added 
that he thinks the wall is a property boundary, so there was no intent to dismantle it at this time.   
  
Councilor Chalice was unclear whether the process Mr. Bohannon described (i.e., rip rap for 
erosion mitigation) was being proposed or if the Commission could propose it. Mr. McCloy said 
the same thing was mentioned during his pre-application meeting with the Public Works 
Department. Councilor Chalice asked if it was in the plan. Mr. McCloy said not 
specifically. Councilor Chalice asked for it to be called out specifically and Mr. McCloy said he 
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could consider something. Mr. Fennell said this was a matter of not proposing additional material 
but ensuring with documentation that nothing is in worse condition after construction. Councilor 
Chalice recalled the particular materials and sequences Mr. Bohannon mentioned. Mr. Bohannon 
said prior to the last Eversource project, there was pretty much bare road, so going up with the 
heavy machinery was going to totally rut it. Thus, graded in after was 3/4-inch to 2-inch stone to 
prevent the rutting and he said it held up really well; it was sturdy. Chair Flaherty said the stone 
is usually lined with geomat. Mr. McCloy was on site the date of this meeting and said it 
looked pretty good: there were some water bars and standard practice is to ensure they are in 
place during and after construction. Councilor Chalice wanted to ensure it was all written into the 
plans. Mr. McCloy said it could absolutely be written into the plans and Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP). He would be sure to call the contractor’s attention to this condition before construction.   
  
Mr. Haynes pointed to a location on the map just into the woods and asked whether the petitioner 
saw some early steep ruts. Mr. McCloy said he did not. Mr. Haynes said he brought it up because 
approximately one month prior there were Eversource subcontractors working and painting the 
bottoms of poles further in on the power lines, and they left pretty deep ruts because it was 
wet. He was unsure whether that was something that could be tied into the pre-conditions: if 
bringing gravel for the timber mat aprons, could these ruts be adjusted to make it safer for the 
machines? Mr. McCloy confirmed on Old Gilsum Road just before the ROW where it is softer.   
  
Mr. Bergman referred to wetland 100 and photos 4 and 5, one of which showed spillover running 
between the two parts of the wetland across Old Gilsum Road and the other shows what purports 
to be a potential vernal pool. He asked if it was not a confirmed vernal pool. Mr. McCloy said 
they performed the delineation in the fall and did not revisit in the spring, so they decided to treat 
it essentially as a vernal pool. It had been avoided and they were coordinating with New 
Hampshire Fish and Game, who say that any areas within 50 feet of the vernal pool must be 
restored to pre-construction conditions. In this case, a lot of that overlaps with 
the City buffer. Mr. Bergman noted the Commission is curious about the state of documentation 
or verification of vernal pools in the area. Mr. McCloy expected by looking at it that it probably 
does have flow through it, but Mr. Bergman said not deeply connected to streams or anything 
like that. Mr. McCloy agreed. Discussion ensued about the vernal pool location on the map.   
  
Mr. Bill asked about the foundation for the new towers. Mr. McCloy explained that each 
structure is made up of two poles and there is a crossbar at the top (i.e., an “H”). The location of 
each vertical pole is drilled with a drill rig, they put a culvert in the hole, they place in the steel 
pole structure to the correct depth, pack around the structure with stone, and cap it with some 
finer material. Mr. Bill was trying to get a sense of the degree of disturbance involved. Mr. 
McCloy said it is fairly minimal. Mr. Fennell said the excavation is only approximately five feet 
in diameter and an auger is used to drill the holes. Mr. McCloy showed the black squares on the 
plans around the structures, where there will need to be some leveling to set up the bucket truck, 
drilling rig, and cranes. Once the project is finished, they restore all of that but leave a 30-foot by 
60-foot pad for future access.   
  
Mr. Bergman referred to photo 8, which is a different location than the wetland, and shows two 
parallel sets of lines. He asked if those were Eversource lines. Mr. Fennell imagined they were 
distribution lines (i.e., lower voltage) that come off the others at some point. Mr. Bergman asked 
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if this is the line that crosses Court Street from near the Ashuelot River that the Commission 
reviewed a few years prior. Mr. Fennell thought it was that one, or a part of the A152 line. Mr. 
Bohannon said this line starts at the new substation in Wheelock Park and goes out to the 
Ashuelot River, up Court Street, and to Goose Pond. Mr. Bergman said it is the one he was 
thinking of. Mr. Bohannon agreed they did significant work on that line a few years prior.   
  
Mr. Bill asked when the work season would be. Mr. McCloy said the State of New 
Hampshire requested that the work occur between the middle of October and middle of April. 
Eversource would keep the City informed of when work is occurring.   
  
Mr. Bill asked about invasive species. Mr. McCloy said there do not seem to be many in the 
area today. Generally, the best management practices are that the contractors inspect and sweep 
all their matting and equipment before they move around, especially if they've been working in 
areas with invasives. Mr. Bill asked if they would be bringing much material on site for this 
project and if it would be inspected. Mr. McCloy said there would be some crushed stone at 
pretty low risk of having seeds in it and they try to use clean stone and matting, equipment 
structures, etc.   
  
A motion by Mr. Therriault for the Conservation Commission to support Planning Board 
Referral PB-26-15 was duly seconded by Vice Chair Richter, with the following conditions:   

1. To restore the road to pre-construction conditions and to document the current 
condition of the road prior to the start of construction.   
2. To use a pollinator friendly upland seed mix.   
3. Invasive species management.   

  
The motion carried unanimously.   
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2026-332  

 
Therefore, Public Works intends to install a vehicular gate just past the Airport parking lot. The gate 
will be designed to restrict vehicles, ATVs and motorcycles, but will allow pedestrians and cyclists. 
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2026-355  

 
There is no financial commitment from the City of Keene to complete this application. 
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