PLANNING, LICENSES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Council Chambers, Keene City Hall
October 7, 2026
6:00 PM

AGENDA ITEMS

1.

Kiwanis Club of Keene - Request to Use City Property - Tree Lighting
Ceremony

Staff Report/Safety Protocol Team — Tree Lighting Ceremony - City
Clerk

Continued Discussion: Councilor Williams — Request to Consider
Restricting the Sale of 7-Hydroxymitragynine (7-OH) and Concentrated
Kratom Products

Draft Ordinance Amendment Regulating Dogs at Downtown Events - City
Attorney

Relating to Zoning Map Amendment - 0 Howard Street - Medium Density
to Conservation
Ordinance 0-2026-13

MORE TIME ITEMS

1.

Relating to Short-term Rental Uses
Ordinance 0-2026-09

Relating to the Definition of Short-term Rental
Ordinance 0-2026-10

NON PUBLIC SESSION

ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF KEENE 'TEM #

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Meeting Date: October 7, 2026
To: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee
From: Terri Hood, City Clerk
Through:
Subject: Staff Report/Safety Protocol Team — Tree Lighting Ceremony - City Clerk

Recommendation:

Move that the Planning, Licenses and Development Committee recommends the Keene Kiwanis
Club be granted permission to use downtown City rights-of-way on Friday, November 27, 2026, to
conduct the 2026 Tree Lighting Festival, subject to the licensing requirements identified in the staff
report including associated road closures and authorization of free parking. All permissions granted
herein are subject to compliance with the City-approved safety protocol document, which becomes a
part of this license. Approved event footprint, road closures, and areas of use may be amended
based upon the status and conditions of active downtown construction, including allowing event
activities within or adjacent to construction areas when conditions safely permit, provided such
adjustments are consistent with public safety and the general scope of the approved event.

Attachments:
None

Background:

The City of Keene Safety Protocol Team is recommending the issuance of a license to the Keene
Kiwanas Club with said permission, inclusive of the following licensing requirements.

Code/Legal Requirements:

1. The signing of a revocable license and indemnification agreement;

2. That the Petitioner submit a certificate of liability insurance with the City of Keene listed as
additional insured in the amount of $1,000,000;

3. That the Petitioner submit signed letter(s) of permission for use of private property;

4. Said license is granted subject to obtainment of any necessary licenses or permits and
compliance with all laws.

Administrative and Event Specific Requirements:

2026-479
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

. Approval of the event footprint and approval of a tree to be located on the Common of Central

Square;

. Approval of road closures which include Central Square, Court Street at Winter Street, Main

Street at Roxbury Street (trucks will be positioned to include 21 in the footprint), West Street at
Federal Street, Washington at Central Square

Approval of the duration of the event which will be held from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, with set-up
and breakdown times established in coordination with City staff;

. Free parking is authorized under the City’s Free Parking Policy for four City parking spaces on

Winter Street: two parking spaces on the south side and two on north side of Winter Street at
the end closest to Court Street bagged and coned off to prevent parking;

. The Petitioner is responsible for the tree decorating and removal of decorations when it is time

to remove the tree;

. The Petitioner is to coordinate with the Public Works Department relative to decorating of the

tree and is required to notify Public Works and Police when the tree decorating is taking place;

. The Petitioner is to coordinate with Parks and Recreation to inform them of the date and time

decorating the bandstand with City staff will take place (will occur on 11/21/2026 and rain date
of 11/22/2026) and has permission to add garlands and bows on outside railing of the
bandstand using Command Strips to secure;

. The Petitioner is to coordinate the electrician which is Hamblet Electric;
. The Petitioner shall ensure no vehicles are allowed on the Central Square Common,;
. The Petitioner shall ensure only hand-held or free-standing signs are allowed on the Central

Square Common;

The Petitioner is to oversee four pop-up tents on Central Square (that are 10'’x10’ each): Two
pop-ups are for food (cookies) and drinks (hot chocolate) stands manned by St. Joseph’s and
Surry Village Elementary Schools, One pop-up will be a Kiwanis member information tent,
One pop-up will be a Santa tent;

The Petitioner to call the Fire Department Shift Commander when ready for Santa;

The Petitioner is responsible for full clean-up of the footprint, returning the area to the same
condition that it was in prior to the event (with the exception that they are allowed to leave up
the decorations) and allowing the opening of all streets by the 8:00 PM;

Petitioner to remove lights from trees by mid-February 2027 (after the Ice and Snow Festival
has ended) and notify Public Works once that is completed so the tree can be removed,;

The Petitioner shall notify Keene Housing Authority so they can alert residents of 5 Central
Square Terrace of all streets closure details and well as dates and times;

The Petitioner shall notify downtown businesses and other affected parties of event;

The Petitioner shall contact churches in the vicinity/adjacent to the event footprint in advance
of the event to let them know when it will be occurring;

Any use of drones by the Petitioner will require proper permitting by the operator which will
need to be submitted to EMD staff;

All permissions granted herein are subject to compliance with the approved safety protocol
document, which becomes a part of this license, and any conditions as may be required by
City staff.

2026-479
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CITY OF KEENE 'TEM #A.3.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Meeting Date: October 7, 2026
To: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee
From: Amanda Palmeira, City Attorney
Through:
Subject: Draft Ordinance Amendment Regulating Dogs at Downtown Events - City

Attorney

Recommendation:
Recommend that the City Council direct the City Attorney to submit an ordinance prohibiting dogs at
downtown events to the City Council for first reading.

Attachments:
1. DRAFT - Amendment to Sec. 10-31. Dogs restricted areas and running at large

Background:

On September 9, the Planning, Licenses, and Development Committee discussed the topic of
prohibiting dogs at downtown events. The item was prompted by a letter submitted by Councilor
Randy Filiault. The PLD Committee recommended that the City Council direct the City Attorney to
return to PLD with a draft ordinance for consideration. This draft ordinance is provided for the PLD
Committee’s consideration and feedback.

2026-478
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ORDINANCE 0-2026-XX

CITY OF KEENE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-six

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows:

That the City Code of the City of Keene, New Hampshire, as amended, is hereby amended by
adding as Section 10-40 in Article II, “DOGS,” of Chapter 10, entitled “ANIMALS” the
language as follows:

Sec. 10-31. Dogs, restricted areas, and running at large.

(e) PumpkinfestivalDowntown events. Except for service dogs as defined in RSA 167-D:1, no

dog shall be on any publicly owned property or city street in any-efthe-foellowing-areas certain
areas as identified by the police chief via special regulation during the period of time
established by the Keene City Council for the observance of the PumpkinFestival-held-on
either-the-third-orfourth-Satarday-inOectober any Street Fairs or Community Events
licensed accordlng to Clty Code, Chapter 46, Sectlon XVIII —Gen&al—Sq&af%Mam—Sﬁeet

E—mefaid—S&eet—te—Keeﬂe—Ska%e—P&ﬂe The pollce chlef may issue a specnal regulatlon
prohibiting dogs at such events in consultation with the City Clerk’s Office about the

licensed event.

Jay V. Kahn, Mayor
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ORDINANCE 0-2026-13

CITY OF KEENE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty Six

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows:

That the Zoning Map of the City of Keene, as amended, is hereby further amended by
changing the zoning designation of property located at 0 Howard Street (Tax Map Parcel
Number 536-034-000) from Medium Density (MD) to Conservation.

Jay V. Kahn, Mayor

In City Council July 2, 2026.
Referred to the Joint Planning Board/
Planning, Licenses and Development Committee.

City Clerk
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