
 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES, FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers, Keene City Hall 

October 21, 2026 
6:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
    
A. AGENDA ITEMS 
  1. Court Street Drain Replacement Acceptance of Permanent Easements — 

City Engineer 
  2. Guitard Homes Court Street Cottage Court Acceptance of a Utility 

Easement - City Engineer 
  3. Verbal Update: Traffic and Safety Assessment of School Street - City 

Engineer 
  4. Councilor Filiault - Request to Review Planned Traffic Lane Configuration 

Around Central Square 

    Central Square Traffic Flow Presentation Slides - Public Works 
Director 

  5. Direct Referral: Communication/Dorrie Masten - Concerns Related to 
Downtown Infrastructure Project 

  6. Downtown Infrastructure Project Update - Public Works Director 
    
B. MORE TIME ITEMS 
    
  NON PUBLIC SESSION 
    
  ADJOURNMENT 
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2026-475  

 

CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.1. 

 
     
Meeting Date: October 21, 2026 
    
To: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
    
From: Bryan Ruoff, City Engineer 
    
Through: Donald Lussier, Public Works Director 

Elizabeth Ferland, City Manager 
     
Subject: Court Street Drain Replacement Acceptance of Permanent Easements — 

City Engineer 
     
  
Recommendation: 
Move that the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee recommend that the City 
Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to negotiate and execute permanent easements 
and temporary access agreements with the affected property owners for the access, installation and 
future maintenance of the Court Street Culvert Replacement Project. 
  
Attachments: 
None  
  
Background: 
As part of the City’s FY28 CIP Stormwater Resiliency Program, the Court Street Culvert Replacement 
Project (75M00628), the City and its consultant, Fuss & O’Neill, have completed the design and 
developed plans for replacement of the existing cross culvert beneath Court Street, located just north 
of the Court Street and Evergreen Avenue intersection. 
 
The existing culvert is approximately 30 feet below the Court Street road surface and is in poor 
condition, requiring replacement. Due to the depth of the existing culvert and the site conditions, 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD), or “no-dig” technology, has been identified as the most feasible 
construction method for installing the proposed HDPE replacement culvert. 
 
The project requires the City to obtain two easements from properties abutting Court Street to provide 
the contractor with access to the construction area. The easements will allow the contractor to 
establish temporary access from Court Street through the two properties, one at the inlet and one at 
the outlet of the existing culvert. This access is necessary to restore the existing stream both 
upstream and downstream of the crossing, install the new HDPE culvert using HDD, construct the 
culvert headwalls, and fill, cap, and abandon the existing collapsed culvert. 
 
Following construction, the access easements will be retained to allow the City, or its designee, to 
access the culvert for future inspection, cleaning, maintenance, and repairs. 
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2026-476  

 

CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.2. 

 
     
Meeting Date: October 21, 2026 
    
To: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
    
From: Bryan Ruoff, City Engineer 
    
Through: Elizabeth Ferland, City Manager 

Donald Lussier, Public Works Director 
     
Subject: Guitard Homes Court Street Cottage Court Acceptance of a Utility 

Easement - City Engineer 
     
  
Recommendation: 
Move that the Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee recommend that the City 
Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to negotiate and execute a permanent easement 
with the property owner for the access and future maintenance of the public water and sewer utilities 
for the Guitard Homes Cottage Court Project. 
  
Attachments: 
1. Utility Easement to City of Keene_RECORDED 
  
  
Background: 
As part of the Guitard Homes Court Street Cottage Court Project, City Council voted at its October 1, 
2026 meeting to accept the water and sewer main utilities proposed as part of the project, in 
accordance with City Council Report Item D.2. 
 
In consideration of the City’s acceptance of these utilities as public infrastructure upon completion of 
the project, the property owner/developer prepared proposed easement language to provide the City 
with access to the water and sewer mains for future inspection, maintenance, and repair. 
 
The attached draft permanent easement was submitted to the City for review and has been reviewed 
and determined to be acceptable for its intended purpose by both the City Attorney’s Office and 
Public Works Department. 
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ONE LANE        TWO LANES

NORTH OF CENTRAL SQUARE - OPTIONS
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NORTH OF CENTRAL SQUARE – ONE LANE
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NORTH OF CENTRAL SQUARE – TWO LANES
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NORTH OF CENTRAL SQUARE – COUNCIL REQUEST

22’ lane width allows for 
large trucks and emergency 
vehicle bypass

White hatching continues to 
narrow the lane and promote a 
safer, single-file operation

22’

Single lane helps calm traffic 
and eliminates weaving traffic

Improved signal 
coordination reduces 
backups
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2026-503  

 

CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.5. 

 
     
Meeting Date: October 21, 2026 
    
To: Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
    
From: Dorrie Masten 
    
Through: Terri Hood, City Clerk 
     
Subject: Direct Referral: Communication/Dorrie Masten - Concerns Related to 

Downtown Infrastructure Project 
     
  
Recommendation:  
  
Attachments: 
1. Masten Communications 
  
  
Background: 
Ms. Masten would like to see more communication with downtown business owners and residents 
about potential issues that may affect them relating to the downtown infrastructure project. 
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